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Dear Parents,

Imagine for a moment mobilising nearly 1000 people to embark on a physical challenge around the Kent

countryside. Think about the logistics of transporting those people from here to Scotney and then planning a course,

allocating route marshals and then even managing to organise a BBQ lunch for all the participants halfway through

the hike. Needless to say, this was what happened on Monday with the annual charity walk, a long-standing and

very special Cranbrook tradition.

The day itself proved to be a real highlight of my short time at the School. I joined the Year 8 students in the first

wave of walkers at 9.00am and then managed to catch up with and chat to dozens of students along the way. Many

fascinating conversations were had and it’s wonderful when teachers and students get to ‘walk and talk’ as it gives

the opportunity for each side to better understand the other and build stronger relationships.

The walk itself went very smoothly, despite a few tough hills, thanks to the large number of staff and sixth formers

that helped in many different ways. We are also indebted to Hams Travel for supplying coaches free of charge and to

local landowners who graciously permitted access. The weather was kind and all our students came back in good

time and in good spirits. The current draft grand total of donations stands at £21,542 which is a phenomenal effort

and will make a real difference to the charities supported which include: The Sam West Foundation; The Big Cat

Sanctuary at Smarden; Kent Kindness; FUM (the Tanzania charity with a longstanding link to Cranbrook); British Red

Cross Morocco Earthquake Appeal; BEAT (Eating Disorder Charity); Nourish Foodbank (a local charity supplying

food parcels) and Anthony Nolan (blood cancer charity).

We are always so proud of the efforts of our students, and this yearly event demonstrates the kindness they show,

challenging themselves to embark on something that may be outside of their normal comfort zones. Many thanks

again to everyone for making it a great day and to Dave Swinburne, in particular, for his oversight and commitment

to the cause.

With only one week to go until half-term, I look forward to meeting with Year 8 parents at Monday’s coffee morning

and with Year 7 parents on Wednesday evening in my capacity as History teacher.

Finally, the girls U18 hockey team is playing against Kent College on the Astro on Wednesday 11th October (3.30pm

pushback) in the Cup and we hope that many of you can come along to support them. 

Have a lovely weekend, it’s going to be another scorcher.

Best wishes,
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Dr Raphael Shirley, a postdoctoral researcher from the Max Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial Physics in

Munich. He will be speaking about ‘Active Galactic Nuclei: Monsters of the Cosmos’: “It is now widely

believed that every galaxy has a supermassive black hole at its centre. In this talk you will hear an overview

of the current state of the art of observation of these extremely bright objects which can outshine all the

stars in the host galaxy and weigh more than a billion suns. You will hear about current models of how they

interact with star formation and the history of galaxy formation over cosmic time.” Students and staff can

attend for free, entry for the public is £3. Students can also stream the talk, please email Mrs Sutton for the

link suttons@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk.

CADSAS Talk - Monday 9th October:

On Monday 9th October at 7.30pm in the Lecture Theatre, CADSAS will be hosting Old Cranbrookian, 

Mrs Kiggell (Careers Lead/Work Experience Co-ordinator)

Careers Fair - Saturday 4th November:

The school’s annual Careers Fair takes place on Saturday 4th November from 10.00am 

- 12pm in the Sixth Form Centre and Lecture Theatre. There will be careers advice, careers

ideas, information, tips on interview techniques, CV writing, higher education talks and more.

All pupils and parents are very welcome to attend, but we would particularly encourage those in Years 11 to

13 to attend. If you are a parent of students in those year groups, please urge them to come along.   

We are delighted that over 30 parents and Old Cranbrookians have volunteered to participate and speak to

the students about their professions, representing a diverse range of careers and sectors. We are immensely

grateful to those who have already volunteered, but if you are available to take part and share your expertise

with the students, there is still time to sign up. Please email me (kiggellj@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk) if you are

able to help.

Futures Bulletin:

Parents may be interested to read the weekly Futures Bulletin, which is circulated to all students. It contains

updates of opportunities relating to career journeys, career ideas, apprenticeships, work experience and

much more.
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Dr Darby

Scholarships:

Congratulations to all students that sat the scholarship papers and performed in the music auditions. Both

music and academic scholars will be announced before Friday 10th November in the KS3 assembly and

letters will also be sent home informing applicants of the decisions made.

For any queries, please contact: development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

mailto:suttons@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Poster-final-Copy.pdf
mailto:kiggellj@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Futures-4th-October-2023.pdf
mailto:development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk


Weekly Bulletin

Friday 6th October 2023

Faversham Choral Society 

We are delighted to highlight Mx B Sharp’s outside interest as a 

music composer.

Mx Sharp says: “I became involved with Faversham Choral Society 

after moving back to Kent and wanting to sing more choral music.

After my first concert with them, I gave them some of my choral 

compositions for potential performances. They were impressed by 

one of them and featured it in one of their Spring concerts. Last 

Christmas, they performed a version of Silent Night that I had 

previously composed six years ago.

“I was then officially commissioned by the Society to compose

two new works for their choir. They are currently being rehearsed

and will receive their premiere at a concert at St. Mary of Charity 

Church, Faversham on Saturday 21st October, at 7pm. These will 

be paired with other new commissions and John Rutter's Requiem.

This upcoming concert is the result of my first official commission by the society.”

Congratulations Mx Sharp, we look forward to hearing about your future commissions!

Mrs Harris

Supporting Your Child:

Kooth is a confidential and free online counselling service for young people. They are holding a webinar on

how parents can help their children stay safe online on Monday 6th November from 12-1pm. If you are

interested in attending, you can book your free place here.

Kent based Ellie’s Angels is a Youth Mental Health Support Charity. Students have recently been given

information regarding the services offered by the charity, and parents can find out more information here.

Dates for your diary:

Monday 9th October:

Tuesday 10th October:

Wednesday 11th October: 

Friday 13th October:

Sunday 29th October:

Monday 30th October:

Year 8 Information Morning

Open Morning for prospective Years 7 & 9 students

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Last day of term

Boarders return

First day of term

You can find up-to-date term dates, lesson timings and A/B week calendar on the website here.

Menus can be found on the website here.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parentandcarer-webinarhow-kooth-promotes-and-supports-staying-safe-online-tickets-718577975067?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Ellies-Angels-Flyer.pdf
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/calendar/term-dates/
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/cranbrook-dining/
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Thursday 12th October 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 2nd November 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 9th November 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 16th November 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 23rd November 8.00-9:30am

Saturday 25th November 9.00-10:30am

Thursday 30th November 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 7th December 8.00-9:30am

Thursday 14th December 8.00-9:30am

Full details of the uniform shop can be found on the CSPA

website here.

CSPA News:

Cranbrook Apple Fayre: 

This is a last call for cake and bake donations! Please bring

your homemade/bought cakes and bakes to the CSPA stall

at the Cranbrook Apple Fayre on the High Street tomorrow,

from 9.30am. Do come along and support us!

Secondhand Shop

Did you know that the CSPA Secondhand Shop is open

every Thursday morning during term time from 8.00-9.30am,

and on the occasional Saturday morning? The dates for the

rest of this term are as follows:

Christine Newman

Cranbrook Literature Festival Friday 13th - Saturday

14th October:

The Cranbrook Literature Festival is just a week away! There

has been much interest in our schools' programme and

tickets are selling well for the adult events.

Please do take a look at the programme details for more

information about the author events which include: crime,

fiction, romance, contemporary, historical as well as food

writing and poetry with authors Elizabeth Buchan, William

Shaw, E Hannavey Cousen, Alex Preston, Lulah Ellender,

Jenny Linford, Vanessa Nicolson, Christy Lefteri and Nicci

French. For more details and to book tickets please take a

look at the website.

https://www.cranbrookschoolparents.com/second-hand-uniform-shop
https://www.facebook.com/CSPACranbrook
https://twitter.com/home?lang=en-gb
https://www.instagram.com/cranbrookschoolparents/
https://www.cranbrookschoolparents.com/
http://www.cranbrookliteraturefestival.com/index.html

