
   

.Cranbrook School 
Big School Library Appeal 2022 

Big School was designed by architect Sir Thomas Graham Jackson, famous for his 
work at Oxford University, and has been at the heart of Cranbrook since 1888. 
Built with a dining hall (now classrooms) on the ground floor, its crowning glory 
was the assembly hall with a magnificent vaulted ceiling. And ‘there’s the rub’.  
 

In 1976 (after the completion of the Rootes Block and Queen’s Hall Theatre), 
having seen countless Speech Days, performances and more than one royal visit, 
the assembly hall became Cranbrook’s library, with light flooding in through its tall 
arched windows to illuminate the pages of 12,000 books. Over the years the odd 
patch of ageing plaster has failed and there has been speculation about how the 
original roof might be faring, but in October 2018 part of the ceiling collapsed. 
Engineers and scaffolding moved in as books and students moved out. 
 

For three years books have been in storage. Our Librarian, Christine Newman, OC, 
has shared a selection through a box and trolley system, but the first floor of  
Big School has remained empty, dusty and dangerous.  
 

Big School and today’s students need your help. 
 
 

Help restore Big School as the heart of our learning  

Single Family Property 

Year Built: 0000 

4 Total Bedroom(s) 

2 Total Bath(s) 

Approx. 0000 sq. ft. 

Forced Air Heat 

Air Conditioning 

2 Car Garage  

Composition Roof 

Corner Lot 

Approx. 1.2 acre(s) 

Vaulted Ceilings 

Hardwood Floors 

Slate Entry 

Fenced Backyard 

Sunken Family Room 

Landscaped Garden 

Fabulous City Views 

Ceilling collapse 

In 2018, Big School’s  

130 year old ceiling 

collapsed, narrowly 

missing students and 

damaging books, 

shelving and furniture. 
 

Mounting costs 

Specialist repairs and 

refitting will cost 

£150,000, storage costs 

for books are 

mounting and we have 

a £50,000 shortfall if 

we are to reinstate a 

library in Big School, fit 

for 2022 and beyond. 
 

Learning cost 

Christine Newman, 

OC, has maintained a 

small pop-up library, 

but without ready 

access to a wealth of 

books, will students 

learn to love reading  

as they should?  
 

Will you help restore 

Big School Library and 

create a learning space 

for the next 100 years? 

Mr Will Chuter, Head & OC (WB 1991-96)  Headmaster@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  01580 711800 

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/library 


