
 

 

18 June 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 

Speech Day and other major events this term  
The Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday and the rise in Covid-19 cases nationally and regionally 
mean that we have had to take a number of decisions about events that we were hoping to be able to hold 
in their ‘usual’ format in the next few weeks. The DfE have issued guidance to confirm more clearly what 
we are able to do: it asks schools to limit the size of groups coming on to the school site to 30 (but allows 
multiple groups of 30, distanced), do as much as possible outside, avoid mixing (including mixing bubbles 
from feeder schools), and ensure that our system of controls is followed (social distancing, hand sanitising, 
face coverings where necessary). At the same time, we are keen to hold as many events involving 
parents as we feasibly and safely can after a such a long time off. With this in mind, 
I have summarised below how we will run certain events this term.  
 

Open Morning (30th June) will now become a series of smaller events from Monday 28th to Wednesday 
30th June. They will be a shorter version of our usual event and will involve a tour of the grounds in family 
groups by a student. We will have a maximum of 30 on the site at any given time. The talk that the 
leadership team and I usually give will be available online for families to watch at their leisure, rather than 
live in the Queens’ Hall. Unfortunately we will not be able to show families inside buildings, unless they are 
potential boarders. Head of Admissions, Andrea Baker, will contact those families with the detail.    
 

Junior Prizegiving (Friday July 2nd) will be held for students in Years 7-9 in St Dunstan’s church. 
Unfortunately we cannot invite parents. Chris Johnson will confirm arrangements for this.  
 

Speech Day (Saturday July 3rd) will be held outside on the Gym Lawn, with restricted numbers of both 
students and parents able to attend. It will also be streamed live for all families not attending. All Year 13 
students will be invited, and each of them will be permitted to bring up to two family members as their 
guests. Prize-winners in Years 10, 11 and 12 will also be invited, but sadly we cannot invite their 
parents as well, much as we would like to. There are typically fewer prize-winners in these year-groups 
than in Year 13, and this year I hope you will agree that it is right to prioritise those leaving the School in 
the U6th. The others will have their moment as they move up through the School. The event will be 
ticketed so that we are able to control numbers carefully. Invitations to all prize-winners and Year 13 
parents will follow. Unfortunately we will not be able to hold our usual drinks reception afterwards; we hope 
that families will hold their own celebrations at home.  
 

Induction Days and Welcome Evenings for Year 7 (July 6th) and Year 9 (June 25th) students and 
parents will now be held online. Since we cannot mix feeder school bubbles, a major aim of the induction 
(socialising with those joining from different schools) will be impossible. The Year 7 Summer School will go 
ahead as planned in August, which will help with induction. Chris Johnson will confirm arrangements for 
these.  
 

There may be other events that will be affected, but these are the key ones for now. I continue to be happy 
for parents to watch sports fixtures under the conditions I laid out earlier this week. We are all very grateful 
for your support and understanding: this virus just does not seem to want to go away! Please do not 
hesitate to contact us with any queries.   
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 

Will Chuter 
Head 


