
So you are considering A-level Biology? 

 

Welcome to a programme of activities and resources to prepare you to start A-level Biology in 

September. It is aimed to be sued throughout the summer term and holidays to ensure you are 

ready to start your course in September. 

 

Book recommendations 

Kick back this summer with a good read. The books below are all popular science books and great for 

extending your understanding of Biology. They are all available on any popular online book store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junk DNA by Nessa 

Carey 

Our DNA is so much 

more complex than you 

probably realize. This 

book will really deepen 

your understanding of 

all the work you will do 

on Genetics. 

The Red Queen by Mat 

Ridley 

It’s all about sex. Or 

sexual selection at least. 

This book will really help 

your understanding of 

evolution and particularly 

the fascinating role of sex 

in evolution. 

A Short History of Nearly 

Everything by Bill Bryson 

A whistle-stop tour through 

many aspects from the Big 

Bang to now. This is really 

accessible read that will re-

familiarise you with 

common concepts and 

introduce you to some of 

the more colourful 

characters from the history 

of science.  

 

 

 

Frankenstein’s cat by 

Emily Anthes 

An easy read! Discover 

how glow in the dark 

fish are made and more 

great Biotechnology 

breakthroughs. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any book recommendations that you think are relevant? 

I would love to hear from you. ? Do email me and I will add them to the list above.  

All the best, 

Mr Benford 

The Selfish Gene by 

Richard Dawkins 

Dawkins uses the term 

"selfish gene" as a way 

of expressing the gene-

centred view of 

evolution as opposed to 

the views focused on 

the organism. 

Y: The descent of man by  

Men's beards grow faster 

when their bearers expect 

some sex. Read on to find 

out more about maleness, 

masculinity and 

manhood. 

The Immortal Life of 

Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 

Skloot 

It looks beyond the science of 

the immortal HeLa strain of 

cells to explore the civil rights 

movement in 1950s America. 

Furthermore it also highlights 

the incredible advancements 

that were made as a result of 

this malpractice and poses 

the question; do the ends 

justify the means in medical 

research? 

 

  

Life Ascending: The Ten 

Greatest Inventions of 

Evolution by Nick Lane 

A perfect accompaniment to 

A-level Biology. Not only 

does the chapter-structure 

mean that you can dip in 

and out, reading sections 

that pique the interest at 

will, but at least six of the 

chapters are directly 

relevant to the subject 

specification. 

 



 

 

 


