
So you are considering A-level Biology? 

Welcome to a programme of activities and resources to prepare you to start A-level Biology in 

September. It is aimed to be sued throughout the summer term and holidays to ensure you are 

ready to start your course in September. 

 

Lecture recommendations 

IF you have 30 minutes to spare, here are some great presentations (and free!) from world leading 

scientists and researchers on a variety of topics. They provide some interesting and ask some 

thought-provoking questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The quest for the coronavirus vaccine 

When will the coronavirus vaccine be ready? Epidemiologist Seth Berkley (head of 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance) takes us inside the effort to create a vaccine for COVID-

19. With clarity and urgency, he explains what makes it so challenging to develop, 

when we can expect it to be rolled out at scale and why we'll need global 

collaboration to get it done. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/seth_berkley_the_quest_for_the_coronavirus_v

accine?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedc

omshare 

 The astounding hidden world of the deep ocean 

Ocean explorer Robert Ballard takes us on a mind-bending trip to hidden 

worlds underwater, where he and other researchers are finding unexpected 

life, resources, even new mountains. He makes a case for serious exploration 

and mapping. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/robert_ballard_the_astonishing_hidden_w

orld_of_the_deep_ocean?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=ref

erral&utm_source=tedcomshare 

 

 

 

An evolutionary perspective on human health and disease 

How does your genetic inheritance, culture and history influence your health? 

Biological anthropologist Lara Durgavich discusses the field of evolutionary medicine 

as a gateway to understanding the quirks of human biology -- including why a genetic 

mutation can sometimes have beneficial effects -- and emphasizes how unravelling 

your own evolutionary past could glean insights into your current and future health. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/lara_durgavich_an_evolutionary_perspective_on_h

uman_health_and_disease?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&

utm_source=tedcomshare 
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How do trees talk? 

"A forest is much more than what you see," says ecologist Suzanne 

Simard. Her 30 years of research in Canadian forests have led to an 

astounding discovery -- trees talk, often and over vast distances. Learn 

more about the harmonious yet complicated social lives of trees and 

prepare to see the natural world with new eyes. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/suzanne_simard_how_trees_talk_to_e

ach_other?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm

_source=tedcomshare 

 

 

What separates us from chimpanzees? 

Jane Goodall hasn't found the missing link, but she's come closer than 

nearly anyone else. The primatologist says the only real difference 

between humans and chimps is our sophisticated language. She urges us 

to start using it to change the world. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jane_goodall_what_separates_us_from

_chimpanzees?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&

utm_source=tedcomshare 

 

Why Bees are disappearing? 
 
Honeybees have thrived for 50 million years, each colony 40 to 
50,000 individuals coordinated in amazing harmony. So why, seven 
years ago, did colonies start dying en-masse? 
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/marla_spivak_why_bees_are_disappeari
ng?language=en 
 
 

 

 

A New Superweapon in the Fight Against Cancer 
 
Cancer is a very clever, adaptable disease. To defeat it, says medical 
researcher and educator Paula Hammond, we need a new and 
powerful mode of attack. 
 
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/paula_hammond_a_new_superweapon
_in_the_fight_agai nst_cancer?language=en 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/anthony_atala_growing_organs_enginee
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