
So you are considering A-level Biology? 

 

Welcome to a programme of activities and resources to prepare you to start A-level Biology in 

September. It is aimed to be sued throughout the summer term and holidays to ensure you are 

ready to start your course in September. 

 

Movie recommendations 

Everyone loves a good story and everyone loves some great science. Here are some of the picks of 

the best films based on real life scientists and discoveries. You won’t find Jurassic Park on this list. 

We’ve looked back over the last 50 years to give your our top 5 films you might not have seen 

before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorillas in the Mist 

(1988) 

An absolute classic 

that retails the true 

story of the life and 

work of Dian Fossey 

and her work 

studying and 

protecting mountain 

gorillas from 

poachers and 

habitat loss. A tear 

jerker! 

Inherit The Wind 

(1960) 

Great if you can find 

it. Based on a real 

life trial of a teacher 

accused of the crime 

of teaching 

Darwinian evolution 

in school in America. 

Does the debate 

rumble on today? 

Andromeda Strain 

(1971) 

Science fiction by 

the great writer 

Michael Crichton 

(wrote Jurassic 

Park). Human beings 

begin dying when an 

alien microbe arrives 

on Earth. 

Lorenzo’s Oil (1992) 

Based on a true 

story. A young child 

suffers from an 

autoimmune 

disease. The 

parent’s research 

and challenge 

doctors to develop a 

new cure for his 

disease. Oscar 

wining acting!  

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any movie recommendations that you think are relevant? 

I would love to hear from you. ? Do email me and I will add them to the list above.  

All the best, 

Mr Benford 

 

 

 

Something the Lord 

Made (2004) 

Professor Snape (the 

late great Alan 

Rickman) in a very 

different role. The 

film tells the story of 

the scientists at the 

cutting edge of early 

heart surgery as well 

as issues 

surrounding racism 

at the time.  

 

The Race for the 

Double Helix (1987) 

Also based on a true 

story. This film 

focuses on the quest 

to discover DNA. The 

movie captures the 

personalities and 

tenacious attitude of 

the researchers, 

particularly Watson 

and his considerable 

eccentricities. 

 


