


 

 

 

This issue features our very first staff book review: a review of a book about the  

Beatles by Mr Chuter. Thank you, Headteacher! Accompanying this are re-

views from  Henry Jones and Amy Moxey. Thank you so much for contrib-

uting. 

Thursday saw the announcement of the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway 

award shortlists. One of the shortlisted books, Clap When You Land is on the 

library shelves! If you would like to read it—before the winning book is an-

nounced in June—please contact the library. This and other previous winners 

of the Carnegie award are listed on the featured book page. Take a look if you 

need a good book over Easter. 

Contributions to ‘Library News’ are always welcome  so please feel free to 

contribute a review, a favourite poem (out of copyright please), a suggestion for 

word of the week (perhaps one you have encountered in a book), or, indeed, 

any book-related feature. 

Write reviews in whatever format suits you, but three-word, three-sentence, 

and three-paragraph reviews (aiming for a word count of 50–100 words) work 

well. Please email them to library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carnegie Medal is a British liter-
ary award that annually recognises 
one outstanding new English-
language book for children or young 
adults. It is conferred upon the au-
thor by the Chartered Institute of Li-
brary and Information Professionals 
(CILIP). 

The Kate Greenaway Medal is 
a British literary award that an-
nually recognises "distinguished 
illustration in a book for chil-
dren". It is also conferred upon 
the illustrator by CILIP. 
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1234: The Beatles in Time – Craig Brown  

Review by W. Chuter  

Book Review – W.Chuter 

1234: The Beatles in Time, by Craig Brown 

Here are some facts about me: I love reading. I am a slow reader. I love the 

Beatles. I have read lots of Beatles books. But I have never read one like this. 

Craig Brown’s book is written so differently to every other Beatles story that I fin-

ished it in only three months! He is a clever writer: he knows fans are over-

whelmed with Beatles books that tell the same stories, often from the individual 

points of view of John, Paul, George and Ringo. So he avoids that, and instead 

gives us over 100 little-known short stories and anecdotes that shed new light 

on the dynamics of the band, their influences, and their impact on popular cul-

ture. Of course, in doing that he shines a new light on the traditional narratives, 

and so we understand better the importance of their first manager Brian Ep-

stein, the oddities of the band’s ‘meditation holiday’ at Rishikesh in the Himala-

yas, and the true wildness of the 1960s pop-culture scene. I told you he was 

clever.  



Stuck for reading ideas? Here are three great books you can borrow from the library – the 

KS3 and KS4 books are by  authors who feature on the Carnegie and Kate Greenaway 

award 2021 shortlists. To borrow these, or any other book, please email li-

brary@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(KS3) Beyond the Bright Sea Lauren Wolk 

The autobiography of the brave young woman from Pakistan who achieved inter-

national fame after her fearless campaigning for girls’ rights to education led to her 

being attacked and almost killed by the Taliban. The youngest ever winner of the 

Nobel Peace Prize, her memoir is strikingly good-humoured as well as being mov-

ing and inspirational.  

 

(KS4) Clap When You Land Elizabeth Acevedo 

 

The stunning New York Times bestselling novel from the 2019 Carnegie Medal 
winning, Waterstones Book Prize shortlisted author of THE POET X.   

 
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Re-
public. But this time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino ar-
rives at the airport to see crowds of crying people... 
 
In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, where her mother 
is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash. 
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Separated by distance - and Papi's secrets - the two girls are forced to face a new 
reality in which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered. 

 
And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of their father, they learn of 
each other. 
 
In a dual narrative novel in verse that brims with both grief and love, award-winning 
and bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the devastation of loss, the 
difficulty of forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds that shape our lives.  

 

(KS5) Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte 

 
Wuthering Heights is a wild, passionate story of the intense and almost demonic 
love between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling adopted by Cathe-
rine's father. After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff is bullied and humiliated by 
Catherine's brother Hindley and wrongly believing that his love for Catherine is not 
reciprocated, leaves Wuthering Heights, only to return years later as a wealthy and 
polished man. He proceeds to exact a terrible revenge for his former miseries. 
 
The action of the story is chaotic and unremittingly violent, but the accomplished 
handling of a complex structure, the evocative descriptions of the lonely moorland 
setting and the poetic grandeur of vision combine to make this unique novel a mas-
terpiece of English literature. 
 

 

Laurence Olivier and Merle Oberon in the 1939 film Wuthering Heights. 



In three words… 

Infinite Brian Freeman 

 

I have chosen to review the book “infinite” by Bri- an 

Freeman in three words: 

Dark, confusing and meaningful.    

 

Henry Jones Yr 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In three words… 

The Fault In Our Stars John Green 

 

Inspiring, moving, thoughtful 

 

Amy Moxey Yr 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I wandered lonely as a cloud 

William Wordsworth 1804 

 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 
 
Continuous as the stars that shine 
and twinkle on the Milky Way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
 
The waves beside them danced; but they 
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 
A poet could not be but gay, 
in such a jocund company: 
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 
what wealth the show to me had brought: 
 
For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils.  



 

 

 

 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway shortlists were an-

nounced on 18th March! 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are the UK’s oldest and best-

loved children’s book awards, recognising outstanding reading experiences cre-

ated through writing and illustration in books for children and young people.  

This year, the judges have praised the shortlist for “offering hope and escapism 

during lockdown” through its exploration of freedom, the great outdoors and jour-

neys through the natural world.  

The female lens is also prominent, with 11 out of the 16 shortlisted authors and il-

lustrators being women. And for the very first time all books on the CILIP Kate 

Greenaway Medal shortlist have been illustrated and authored by the same 

creator. 

2021 CILIP Carnegie Medal shortlist 

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo (Hot Key Books) 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson, illustrated by Kathrin Honesta 
(Usborne) 

The Girl Who Became A Tree by Joseph Coelho, illustrated by Kate Milner (Otter-
Barry Books) 

On Midnight Beach by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick (Faber) 

Run, Rebel by Manjeet Mann (Penguin Random House Children’s) 

Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds (Knights Of) 

The Fountains Of Silence by Ruta Sepetys (Penguin Random House Children’s) 

Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk (Penguin Random House Children's) 

 



2021 CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal shortlist 

Starbird illustrated and written by Sharon King-Chai (Two Hoots) 

The Bird Within Me illustrated by Sara Lundberg and translated by B. J. Epstein 
(Book Island) 

It’s A No-Money Day illustrated and written by Kate Milner (Barrington Stoke) 

How The Stars Came To Be illustrated and written by Poonam Mistry (Tate Publish-
ing) 

Hike illustrated and written by Pete Oswald (Walker Books) 

I Go Quiet illustrated and written by David Ouimet (Canongate) 

Arlo The Lion Who Couldn’t Sleep illustrated and written by Catherine 
Rayner (Macmillan Children’s Books) 

Small In The City illustrated and written by Sydney Smith (Walker Books) 

Congratulations to all the authors and illustrators who made the shortlists!  

Winners will be announced on 16th June and published in Library News that 
week. 
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Jkarjalainen, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 

 

Merriam-Webster 

Solution on 

the back 

page! 



Bubba73 at en.wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 

It’s Black’s move. How is checkmate possible 

in one move? 

 By kind permission of kidchess.com 

Solution on the back page! 

https://www.kidchess.com/


By Rumensz - Own work, CC0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30967870 

Kidchess.com 

Qh3#  





All the shortlisted books are available from the library and can be issued to you when we 

are back in school. Email library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk to borrow a book and be part of 

Page Turners. Why not take a look at the website to find out more https://

pageturnersbookaward.co.uk 
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