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The theme of this week’s edition is adventure; its inspiration is the book Peak 

by Roland Smith—one of the many great reads on the ‘Armchair Travel’ read-

ing list. The full list can be found at the back of the newsletter. 

The main setting for Peak is Mount Everest which made me think of the poem 

‘The Golden Journey to Samarkand’ by James Elroy Flecker—these lines in 

particular:  

“We are the Pilgrims, master; we shall go 

Always a little further: it may be 

Beyond the last blue mountain barred with snow, 

Across that angry or that glimmering sea…” 

Whilst it might be stretching the theme of adventure a little far, perhaps some 

of you will be interested in finding out more about paradoxes, a topic daringly 

explored by Mrs Hulland-Rumley on Wednesday evening. If so, read on to find 

details of two books that you might enjoy. 

As ever, we are very keen to hear from you with your book recommendations 

and reviews and a big thank you goes to the students who have kindly written 

reviews for this edition. World Book Day is on the way (on Thursday 4th March) 

so there is no better time to contribute! You may write a review in whatever for-

mat suits you but three-word, three-sentence, and three-paragraph reviews are 

suitable approaches, depending on how much time you can spare before you 

begin reading your next book!  
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Image credits: Front cover: Mount Everest and Nuptse from Kalapatthar by Pavel Novak via Wikipedia 

CC BY-SA 2.5; p. 4: Rub al Khali by Nepenthes via Wikipedia CC BY-SA 3.0 
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Here are three books with theme of adventure available from the library. To borrow these, 

or any other book, please email library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(KS3) The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Mark Twain  

'Now he found out a new thing -- namely, that to promise not to do a thing is the 

surest way in the world to make a body want to go and do that very thing. ' An idyl-

lic snapshot of a boy's childhood along the banks of the Mississippi River, Twain's 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is the author's work that comes closest to his boy-

hood experiences of growing up in Hannibal in the 1840s. Mischievous and full of 

energy, Tom enjoys childish pranks and pastimes with his friends, Huck Finn, the 

town outcast and Joe Harper, his best friend. However, at the town graveyard, 

Huck and Tom witness a murder, carried out by local vagabond Injun Joe. They 

vow never to tell a soul about what they have seen and so begins their journey into 

adulthood as Tom wrestles with his own morality, guilt and anxiety. A 'coming of 

age' tale, it is through Tom's adventures and relationships with others that he be-

comes more responsible and more aware of his own inner conflict. Through the 

central characters of Tom and Huck, Twain satirises the moral rigidity of society 

and adult hypocrisy, whilst at the same time giving a nostalgic portrayal of a young 

boy's journey into adulthood.  

(KS4) Peak Roland Smith  

After Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left 

with two choices: wither away in juvenile detention or go live with his long-lost fa-

ther, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But Peak quickly learns that his fa-

ther's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings: He wants Peak to 
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be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit - and his motives are selfish at 

best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a 

lifetime. It's also one that could cost him his life. 

Roland Smith has created an action-packed adventure about friendship, sacrifice, 

family, and the drive to take on Everest, despite the incredible risk. "PEAK" is a 

novel that will take readers to new heights.  

(KS5) Across the Empty Quarter Wilfred Thesiger  

Restless, gripped by an overwhelming wish to make a name for himself in a world 

ever more hemmed in by progress and 'civilization', Thesiger (1910-2003) em-

barked on his amazing journeys across Saudi Arabia's Empty Quarter to test him-

self and to show what could still be done. The result was a monument both to his 

resilience and to the Bedu who guided him and who emerge as the book's real he-

roes.  

The "Great Journeys" series allows readers to travel both around the planet and 

back through the centuries - but also back into ideas and worlds frightening, ruth-

less and cruel in different ways from our own. Few reading experiences can begin 

to match that of engaging with writers who saw astounding things: great civilisa-

tions, walls of ice, violent and implacable jungles, deserts and mountains, multi-

tudes of birds and flowers new to science. Reading these books is to see the world 

afresh, to rediscover a time when many cultures were quite strange to each other, 

where legends and stories were treated as facts and in which so much was still to 

be discovered.  

Rub' al Khali or Empty Quarter (below) is the largest sand desert on earth.  



Poetry 
THE GOLDEN JOURNEY TO SAMARKAND by James Elroy Flecker 
1884-1915  

PROLOGUE 

 
We who with songs beguile your pilgrimage 
And swear that Beauty lives though lilies die, 
We Poets of the proud old lineage 
Who sing to find your hearts, we know not why, - 
What shall we tell you? Tales, marvellous tales 
Of ships and stars and isles where good men rest, 
Where nevermore the rose of sunset pales, 
And winds and shadows fall towards the West: 
And there the world's first huge white-bearded kings 
In dim glades sleeping, murmur in their sleep, 
And closer round their breasts the ivy clings, 
Cutting its pathway slow and red and deep. 

 
THE GOLDEN JOURNEY TO SAMARKAND 

EPILOGUE 

 
At the Gate of the Sun, Baghdad, in olden time 

 
THE MERCHANTS : 
Away, for we are ready to a man! 
Our camels sniff the evening and are glad. 
Lead on, O Master of the Caravan: 
Lead on the Merchant-Princes of Baghdad. 

 
THE CHIEF DRAPER : 
Have we not Indian carpets dark as wine, 
Turbans and sashes, gowns and bows and veils, 
And broideries of intricate design, 
And printed hangings in enormous bales? 

 
THE CHIEF GROCER : 
We have rose-candy, we have spikenard, 



Mastic and terebinth and oil and spice, 
And such sweet jams meticulously jarred 
As God's own Prophet eats in Paradise. 

 
THE PRINCIPAL JEWS : 
And we have manuscripts in peacock styles 
By Ali of Damascus; we have swords 
Engraved with storks and apes and crocodiles, 
And heavy beaten necklaces, for Lords. 

 
THE MASTER OF THE CARAVAN : 
But you are nothing but a lot of Jews. 
 
THE PRINCIPAL JEWS : 
Sir, even dogs have daylight, and we pay. 
 
THE MASTER OF THE CARAVAN : 
But who are ye in rags and rotten shoes, 
You dirty-bearded, blocking up the way? 

 
THE PILGRIMS : 
We are the Pilgrims, master; we shall go 
Always a little further: it may be 
Beyond the last blue mountain barred with snow, 
Across that angry or that glimmering sea, 
White on a throne or guarded in a cave 
There lives a prophet who can understand 
Why men were born: but surely we are brave, 
Who take the golden road to Samarkand. 

 
THE CHIEF MERCHANT : 
We gnaw the nail of hurry. Master, away! 
 
ONE OF THE WOMEN : 
O turn your eyes to where your children stand. 
Is not Baghdad the beautiful? O stay! 
 
THE MERCHANTS in chorus : 
We take the Golden Road to Samarkand. 



 
AN OLD MAN : 
Have you not girls and garlands in your homes, 
Eunuchs and Syrian boys at your command? 
Seek not excess: God hateth him who roams! 
 
THE MERCHANTS : 
We take the golden road to Samarkand. 

 
A PILGRIM WITH A BEAUTIFUL VOICE : 
Sweet to ride forth at evening from the wells 
When shadows pass gigantic on the sand, 
And softly through the silence beat the bells 
Along the Golden Road to Samarkand. 

 
A MERCHANT : 
We travel not for trafficking alone: 
By hotter winds our fiery hearts are fanned: 
For lust of knowing what should not be known 
We take the golden road to Samarkand. 

 
THE MASTER OF THE CARAVAN : 
Open the gate, O watchman of the night! 
 
THE WATCHMAN : 
Ho, travellers, I open. For what land 
Leave you the dim-moon city of delight? 

 
THE MERCHANTS (with a shout) 
We take the golden road to Samarkand. 

 
(The Caravan passes through the gate) 
 
THE WATCHMAN (consoling the women) 
What would ye, ladies? It was ever thus. 
Men are unwise and curiously planned. 
 
A WOMAN : 
They have their dreams, and do not think of us. 
 
VOICES OF THE CARAVAN : (in the distance, singing) 
We take the golden road to Samarkand. 

 



Mrs Hulland-Rumley’s talk on Wednesday evening explored various paradox-

es, such as what would happen if an unstoppable object were to hit an un-

breakable wall. 

If you enjoyed the talk (or wish you had been there) here are some books that 

might interest you.  

 

 

Mathematical games, puzzles, and paradox-

es ranging from the simple and down-to-

earth to the complex and cosmic. 

A paradox can be defined as an un-
acceptable conclusion derived by 
apparently acceptable reasoning 
from apparently acceptable premis-
es. Many paradoxes raise serious 
philosophical problems, and they 
are associated with crises of 
thought and revolutionary advanc-
es. The expanded and revised third 
edition of this intriguing book con-
siders a range of knotty paradoxes 
including Zeno's paradoxical claim 
that the runner can never overtake 
the tortoise, a new chapter on para-
doxes about morals, paradoxes 
about belief, and hardest of all, par-
adoxes about truth.   



In three words… 

The Wild Beyond—Piers Torday 

Exciting. Topical. Eye-opening. – Tom O. Yr 8 

 

In three sentences… 

I think Little Women is a great book with a well thought-

out storyline and a range of personality in the characters. 

There are many happy moments but also some sad ones 

too, such as the death of one of them (no spoilers!). This 

book takes you on a journey and is overall very fun to 

read. – Sophie P. Yr 8 

 

 

 

In three paragraphs… 

The Secret Life of the Natural History Museum—Richard Fortey  

This book contains fascinating behind-the-scenes stories 

about both the artefacts and the people who collected 

them from the Natural History Museum.   

One of my favourite aspects of the book is learning about 

how some  groups of species have only evolved in certain 

places in the world.  

It is also very cool learning about how the naming and 

categorising of species was developed by Carl Linnaeus.  

– Joel B. Yr 8 

 

 

 

Reviews 



Bubba73 at en.wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 

It’s Black’s move. How is checkmate possible 

in one move? 

 By kind permission of kidchess.com 

Solution on the back page! 

https://www.kidchess.com/


Jkarjalainen, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons 

 

Merriam-Webster 

Solution on 

the back 

page! 



By Rumensz - Own work, CC0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30967870 

Kidchess.com 

Rd1# 





All the shortlisted books are available from the library and can be issued to you when we 

are back in school. Email library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk to borrow a book and be part of 

Page Turners. Why not take a look at the website to find out more https://

pageturnersbookaward.co.uk 
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