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Politics! Politics! Politics! 

The start of 2021 (written in January), a political 

round-up  

Imogen Linton  

Firstly, as we are all aware, England was placed in our third lockdown of the past 

year. We all know the facts and figures of the cursed virus; however, the end is 

hopefully near with the UK being the first country in the EU to dish out the vaccine 

to around 1.5 million people in only a matter of weeks. With hope to reach their 

target of 13.9 million people vaccinated by the 15th of February, allowing the hope 

for life to be normal by spring/summer and our economy to recover.  

Similarly to COVID-19, Brexit has not stopped being a topic of conversation, with 

the UK currently completing the separation of the UK and the EU. According to 

Johnson we are left with "freedom in our hands" yet we are not quite sure what this 

really means. To briefly sum up the 

1,200-page deal, we can say that there 

won’t be any taxes on goods (tariffs) 

between the UK and the EU, a few 

more safety checks at borders and 

there are some new restrictions on 

certain UK animal food products. For 

example, uncooked meats like 

sausages and burgers can't enter the 

EU unless they are frozen to -18C. It’s 

safe to say it’s taken a lot to get here; 

it’s been a difficult and uncertain 4 

years to endure since we first voted leave. 

However, news from the US is far from uplifting with the outbreak of riots and 

protests allegedly instigated by President Trump when the news of losing the State 

of Georgia in the furiously fought election broke. This has led to the House Speaker, 

Nancy Pelosi, urging Vice-President Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment to the 

Constitution. It allows the vice-president to step up if the president is unable to 

perform his duties owing to a mental or physical illness. Alternatively, Pelosi vowed 

to initiate the process to impeach the president. In a video, President Trump 

condemned the "heinous attack" vowing an "orderly" transfer of power. These riots 

have led to five deaths, including Brian Sicknick, a US Capitol Police officer. On the 

brighter side, this mess will hopefully stop as Joe Biden takes office on the 20th of 
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January, giving hope to the people of America and the rest of the world as we are 

finally being rid of Donald Trump! 

To conclude, the new year has brought presidential chaos, Britain’s freedom from 

the EU and a heavy roll out of the Covid-19 vaccine all in the first week! 

 

Do We Look After Our Key-Workers?  

Gemma Brassley  

Before 2020, most people had never heard of the term ‘key-worker’. When the term 

‘key-worker’ is mentioned, people often think of frontline healthcare workers and 

those working in the emergency services. The definition of a ‘key-worker’ is 

someone working in health and social care, education and childcare, key public 

services, local and national government, food and other necessary goods, public 

safety and national security, transport and 

border or utilities, communication and 

financial services. I spoke to a few of them 

to find out what life has been like during 

the Covid-19 pandemic and what they are 

looking forward to in the future. 

Marie is a Primary School teacher. She 

told me how her daily routine has 

changed dramatically; she and her 

colleagues have to work in Year Group 

bubbles ensuring that the children and staff do not mix with anyone outside their 

year group. She has to wear a mask everywhere except her own classroom, there is 

constant hand washing and sanitisation and teachers have to serve children their 

meals. All staff meetings and training as well as Parents’ Evenings now take place 

via Zoom. Everyone has improved their IT skills! 

She feels safe at work, although aware that her year group could be sent home to 

self-isolate at any time. In her experience ‘Short staffed, time-consuming, 

camaraderie’ are three words that describe these times. 

After all this is all over, she is ‘hoping to see a lot of family and friends, and a sunny 

holiday would be the icing on the cake!’ 

I also spoke to Chris, a Prison Governor who is shielding due to a medical condition. 

He told me that the prisoners haven’t been allowed to have visitors and see their 

families or participate in prison work or education, making things particularly 

difficult. However, many prisoners now feel safer because ‘no visitors’ has reduced 

smuggling of illegal substances. He also told me that his colleagues didn’t feel safe at 

first, but the introduction of full PPE and weekly testing has now reduced the strain. 

In three words he described these times as ‘challenging, difficult and never-ending’. 
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Amy is a Senior Midwife working in a busy labour ward. She said her routine is still 

much the same as ‘babies still insist on being born’ no matter what the 

circumstances! After the recent 

introduction of self-testing and 

provision of full PPE, she now feels 

safer at work. She feels there has 

been an improvement in teamwork 

and better camaraderie as they are 

‘all in this together’ and they now 

have the correct equipment for 

contagious diseases. She described 

her experience as ‘weird, stressful 

and claustrophobic.’ She is looking 

forward to not having to wear PPE 

full-time and be able to see and hug family and friends. 

Portia is a Local Authority Special Needs Advisor in Wales. She told me how her 

routine has changed ‘We are no longer allowed to visit schools or attend face to face 

meetings with children and parents, so we are all working from home having to 

meet virtually.’ 

Her workload has also increased because her team is responsible for monitoring the 

vulnerable learners with special needs and there has been an increase in the number 

of children needing support. 

Working virtually has given Portia time to do daily exercise as well as the school run 

and she has a better work-life balance. 

Her three words are ‘challenging, uncertainty and positivity’. 

She says she ‘hopes that after this people will be more appreciative of all that we 

have got and will take more pleasure in the simple things. I also think people will 

value their relationships more and remember the value of spending time together’. 

Jayne is a Senior Engineer for Local Authority delivering Highway Maintenance 

works. She said that ‘The main change for me is working from home all of the time.’ 

She still goes out to manage Contractors outside and survey sites, but only goes into 

her workplace to use the printer. She said her ’workplace is Covid safe’ with ‘regular 

deep cleans, plenty of hand gels, one way systems in place and mask wearing when 

not sat at your own desk’. There are also ’restrictions on who works in the office 

using a booking in and out system for desk management’. 

In three words, Jayne describes her experience of Coronavirus; ‘Groundhog day, 

Productive and Adaptable’. 

She has enjoyed the extra half-hour lie-in in the mornings and not getting stuck in 

long traffic jams. Looking to the future ‘for lots of vulnerable people our local 
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authority has provided a vital lifeline to help with day to day necessities, a change 

for the better going forward.’ This is set to continue in the future. 

She is looking forward to ‘Seeing family and friends and arranging my wedding 

celebration’ as well as ‘socialising, hugging, and sunshine holidays’. 

Steve is a university lecturer. His routine has changed significantly as ‘It’s much, 

much longer, and all my teaching and meetings are now online.’ He works from the 

comfort of his dining room, but says that some of his colleagues are still doing 

limited face to face sessions and they ‘really don’t feel safe’. 

When asked to summarise these times in 

three words, Steve said ‘Without 

swearing? Sad, mismanaged and 

confused.’ 

Looking to the future, and return to 

normality, Steve said ‘I don’t want to go 

“back to normal”. Normal wasn’t 

working particularly well.’ He points out 

that some things can be done well online 

and hopes that these will continue going 

forward. 

This pandemic has brought to the fore how much society depends on key workers. 

What struck me most after talking to these people was their ability and willingness 

to persevere during extremely challenging circumstances, adapting to new ways of 

work; virtually or face to face. All of them spoke of positive outcomes and better 

ways of working as a result which they hope will continue in the future. My hope for 

the future is that society recognises and rewards their contribution. 
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Sport During a Global Pandemic  

Max Wookey  

At the beginning of 2020 ,the sporting world had plenty to look forward to in every 

month of the year, but when the Covid-19 pandemic hit, suddenly everything was 

thrown into chaos. It started with fixtures being cancelled or postponed, but quickly 

escalated to tournaments and competitions being called off. For the first time since 

World War Two, major sporting 

events such as the Olympics and the 

European Football Championship 

were cancelled, which sent 

shockwaves of uncertainty to sport 

lovers around the world. It didn’t take 

long for major sporting leagues such as 

the Premier League to be postponed 

until enough testing could be done to 

keep everyone safe. 

This left spectators and players in a state of limbo, with no sport to play or to watch 

in the first national lockdown in early March. With no live sport to watch, TV 

companies had to be creative with what they put on--Sky Sports played re-runs of 

the Cricket World Cup final and the Headingly test of the 2019 Ashes, series both of 

which featured heroics from Ben Stokes (who could do no wrong that summer) as 

well as every test from the 2005 Ashes, which kept cricket fans busy for a few weeks. 

Sky also aired the 2009 Lions tour of South Africa in preparation of the upcoming 

2021 tour. ITV played re-runs of two famous tournaments, one of them being the 

2003 Rugby World Cup, where 

England beat arch-rivals 

Australia in extra time with an 

iconic drop goal from Jonny 

Wilkinson. They also aired the 

Euro 96 Championship where 

England would again lose to 

bitter enemies Germany in the 

knockout stages. These were 

some of the standout re-runs 
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before live sport could return, and when we it did, we were in for a treat.  

Sport had been missing from our lives for many weeks but after a long wait it was 

time for it to return to our screens. The first major event to return was the Bundesliga 

in Germany which gave everyone hope that their sport would be back. Cricket fans 

were given a big welcome back with the England cricket squad set to welcome the 

West Indies in a three match test series, Pakistan in all formats of the game, as well 

as Australia and Ireland coming over to play in white-ball series, respectively. 

England also travelled to South Africa in late 2020 to play a T20 series and ODI 

series. More recently on the other side of the world, Australia have been playing 

India in a hotly contested test series and also brought fans back to witness the Big 

Bash (Australia’s best T20 league) which is moving into its final stages in the coming 

days, giving fans plenty of cricket to watch. Rugby also came back with a bang, there 

was a new tournament to look forward to in the Autumn Nations Cup and also the 

Gallagher Premiership and European competitions. Fans of English rugby would be 

elated with the dominance that its national and club teams had on the northern 

hemisphere; England would go on to beat France in the first instalment of the 

Autumn Nations Cup, after winning the Six Nations in Rome. England’s club teams 

also got a strangle hold of Europe, with Exeter winning both the domestic league 

and becoming champions of Europe, winning the Champions Cup for the first time 

in the club’s history. Bristol also won in Europe winning the Challenge Cup for the 

first time. In the southern hemisphere, rugby was back in full flow. In New Zealand, 

fans could pack venues as they had seen off the virus, making for a brilliant 

tournament for fans across the world. The All Blacks also played Australia and 

Argentina in a Tri-nations cup. With shock results and fans back in stadiums, the 

Tri- Nations cup made for compulsive viewing.  

Football supporters were delighted to see 

the return of the Premier League and the 

Champions League. As well as this, 

Liverpool fans had to wait 25 years and a 

few extra weeks before they could witness 

their beloved Reds crowned champions of 

England again…the wait did not dampen 

the celebrations as the streets of Liverpool 

were set alight with colourful flares and 

scarves. The historic FA Cup was won by 

Arsenal for the 14th time, giving new 

manager, Mikel Arteta a perfect ending to his first taste of management. Meanwhile, 

in Europe fans waited in anticipation for a final between European giants PSG and 

Bayern Munich. The match did not disappoint, with both teams going full press at 

each other, creating an open and enjoyable game of football which ended up with 

Bayern Munich winning late on.  

Fortunately, there was a short pre-season and the Premier League and the 

Champions League are now fully back in our weekly routines and with no fans 
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present has created one of the most crazy and unpredictable seasons to date, 

showing no signs of letting up. Man City appear now to be on course for the title, 

being one of the few sides to exhibit consistency at home, away and in Europe. 

Other sports, such as golf, came back with great success with three majors: the 

Masters won by Dustin Johnson, The US open won by Bryson DeChambeau and the 

PGA championship won by Colin Morikawa. Formula 1 fans saw Lewis Hamilton 

win World Championship number SEVEN, drawing level with the great Michael 

Schumacher. Further to this, Hamilton was recognised for this humungous 

achievement and knighted for his service to the sport. 

Even though we live in these uncertain times, sport acts as a saving grace for 

everyone as it hands us a distraction from the horrors around us. It makes people 

happy, sad, angry and every emotion in between. But, most importantly, sport 

brings people together; whether that be watching England play; watching the local 

team play on a weekend morning, and especially in times like these when all we 

want to do is watch sport. 

 

Run Past Lockdown  

Charlie Ellison  

What is more important than you?  

At the start of 2021 we found ourselves placed under the third national lockdown of 

this pandemic. However, no matter how challenging times are, this must be 

recognised as the biggest opportunity 

you could have. With the world paused 

by Covid-19 many people have stopped 

their lives and spent their time bored and 

anxious about the future that might be 

shaped for them. But others have realised 

this time for what it is, a chance to get 

ahead, and decided to take back control 

of what seemed uncontrollable. Running 

is one of the most effective ways to 

improve your mental wellbeing and get 

away from screens and tiresome schoolwork. This is your solution.  

Firstly, the school introduced Strava running as part of remote afternoon Games 

earlier this term and since then many students and teachers have taken to the 

competition and togetherness of this app. Strava is an app that tracks your run and 

allows you to compete with your friends in a club. Your distance for that week is 

then put into a leader board so you can see how you are doing compared to others. 

In the Cranbrook School Runners club many people have been fuelled by the 

competitive aspect of the app, such as Noah Flanagan, (Year 10) who has run over 

160k in January and James, Rebecca and Edward Steele who have all been a regular 
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presence on the leader board. However, it is not only the students who have been 

racking up the kilometres. Mr Crews has been the runner to beat at the top of the 

leader board each week, as well as Mr Johnson, Mrs Williams, and Mr McConnochie 

who have all also been regularly putting in some amazing distances. The club 

currently has 40 members and is growing all the time. Join us to see how far you can 

run this week and see if you can beat Mr Crews! 

Why run? 

There is nothing as pure and simple as running. Wherever you are, whatever time of 

day it is, you can always run. Trainers on, door open, away you go. You can run 

wherever you like, on country lanes or across muddy fields or along coastal paths. 

Running is freedom. As well as the physical gain, running improves your mood and 

leaves your worries and schoolwork back at your desk. Running is a sport with 

complete justice; what you put in, you get out. You have complete control over your 

progress and nothing can alter that. 

For those who struggle to stay motivated when running, here are a few training tips 

to help you improve and enjoy it: 

Try not to force yourself to train as hard as you can all the time when there is no 

enjoyment. If you don’t enjoy it, you will never continue. You can only improve if 

you want to, so don’t beat yourself up if some days you only run 4k instead of 5k or 

you take it easier and run a few minutes slower than your pb; do something rather 

than nothing. Make sure to mix up where you run and what distances you run; I 

recommend doing a rep session once a week (6x200m, hill sprints, etc.) Find a 

routine that suits you and stick to it as best as you can; running in the morning can 

help so it doesn’t hang over you all day. And finally, set goals for yourself and try to 

compete with others. Mo Farah will always beat his pbs in races rather than training 

because he’s got targets to aim for. If someone comes past you on the final hill, you 

will find that extra energy to keep with them. 

For those who regularly run and wish to challenge themselves, here are some ideal 

sessions to push you to your limit and how to get the most out of them:  

One of the most effective sessions to improve your speed over a 3-5k distance is hill 

sprints or rep sessions. These are more appealing after a long day of work than a 

hard run. Make sure to record your times as well when training so it is easier to see 

your progress. Make sure to challenge your pbs regularly and try new distances. 
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Also, listen to your body and don’t run 40k in one week if you ran 5k in the last, 

otherwise you will push yourself too hard when you aren’t used to running as long 

distances; build up to it.  

Of course, there are other ways to keep fit in lockdown. The school also has a 

Cranbrook School Peloton club on Strava where the headmaster, Mr Chuter, has 

been recording some impressive rides. Also, circuit training, Boxercise videos, and 

other workouts are great ways to improve your fitness without it being such a 

burden. 

 

Lockdown may have restricted us, but in 

no way can it stop us. Running, cycling or 

any type of exercise is a very simple way 

to improve your mental wellbeing and 

escape the pressures of online learning 

while getting away from screens. Join the 

competition on Strava to give yourself a 

goal, get on that leader board, and seize 

the opportunity of lockdown. To improve 

in running you don’t need to be naturally 

sporty, you don’t need special coaching or 

extreme self-motivation; all you need is to 

love it. Love the fact that you can travel to 

anywhere you like using only yourself. 

Love the fact that you are outside in the 

open air improving, making progress, 

while everyone else is still in bed. Love the 

feeling that you are getting better with 

every step. Running may be one of the 

most mentally tough sports there are, but 

whatever happens, it’s yours.  

What you put in, you get out; what you 

do, you gain. 

 There is no altering that.  

 

Love that feeling, because what is more important than you? 

  

 

 

Strava leaderboard for the last week in 

January 2021.  
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How Mathematics Is Used In Our Lives  
Rhys Ho       
 
Personally, I find maths interesting and it is something I enjoy studying as one of my 

A-Levels. However, doing maths could be painful for some of us. I hope to change 

the minds of those who don’t like maths by showing its uses and application. 
I bet everyone has gotten lost before. We can usually find our way around using 

Google Maps, but how does Google locate us? They use 

the GPS, the Global Positioning System. The GPS works 

by having satellites that go around the earth. At any time, 

there are at least 4 satellites above us. These 

satellites broadcast their positions and time 24/7. Our 

phones look out for these signals and calculate the time 

taken for it to reach us. In order to calculate our distance away from the satellites, we 

use the formula of distance = speed x time. For Physics students, you might also 

know that the signal speed is the speed of light which is 3.00x108 ms-1. With the 

help of three satellites, we can know the 2 possible locations we might be. We then 

neglect one of the points because they are usually not on the earth’s surface. Even if 

both of these locations are on the surface, your phone can listen for the signal from a 

fourth satellite which gives you only one location left. This is how mathematics are 

used to locate you, making our lives more convenient. 

 
The other use I want to talk about is maths in gaming. It might not be as useful but 

we all enjoy some games. For me, my favourite types of games are the ‘first person 

shooters’ (FPS). In an FPS game, your monitor is basically your eyes to the gaming 

world. Such 3D graphics are not possible without advanced mathematics. In order to 

view the games’ 3D world on a 2D monitor, a projection method must be used to 

give 2D images. For most games, they use the perspective projection method. This 

projection method is one of the closest ways to how our eyes actually work. Objects 

on the viewport are smaller as they move further away just like our eyes, making it 

more realistic than other projection method. Using this project method, we can know 

the 2D representation of the 3D space of the game. However, for games to be 

playable, your computer will need to do these calculations hundreds of times each 

second to give a higher frame rate to make the experience more pleasant. 
 

These two examples are just to show you how mathematics can help us and even 

bring us joy. I hope I have changed the minds that think maths is boring and useless 
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in real life. If you are passionate about maths, then you should consider studying 

maths at A-Level. 

 

 
Are ‘Environmental Refugees’ on the Rise?  
Luke Meynell   

 
Climate change is a process that how now been 

scientifically proved beyond reasonable doubt, and 

it is the future generations who will feel it’s effects 

the hardest. However, signs of what is to come can 

be seen around the world as temperatures become 

more extreme, sea levels rise, and tropical storms 

get worse. 

 
Many low-lying coastal areas are already feeling 

the effects of sea levels creeping up, and some are predicted to be fully submerged 

within the century, such as the Maldives. Coastal strips are among the most densely 

populated areas in the world, creating a huge population vulnerable to tropical 

storms and flooding. Climate change is causing all sorts of problems in these areas 

including the contamination of freshwater stocks, waste accumulation, loss of 

agricultural land and destruction to property. 

 
Leone Teiotota is from an island in the Republic of Kiribati that is less than one 

metre above sea level in most places. The impacts listed above have led to violent 

disputes over land on the island, and in 2019 Teiotota migrated to New Zealand with 

his family. He appealed for asylum to the New Zealand High Court but was denied. 

Despite further appeals to the Supreme Court of New Zealand and the UN Human 

Rights Committee, where he argued that the climate-induced scarcity of habitable 

space in Kiribati threatened the lives of him and his family, he was not granted 

refugee status on the grounds that the risk to life was not personal. 

Accepting Teitiota’s claim that sea level rise is likely to render Kiribati uninhabitable, 

the committee stated that given the 10-15-year timeframe, there was sufficient time 

for intervening acts by the government to protect its citizens.  

 
However, the HRC did recognise the threat to life and set new standards which 

would facilitate new climate change-related asylum seekers. They acknowledge the 

variety of threats from sudden onset events including storms and flooding to slower 

processes such as sea level rise and land degradation. 

 
With global average temperatures forecasted to rise another 2°C within the century, 

it is likely that a high number of people will be displaced due to a lack of income or 
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place to live. This could see an influx of ‘environmental refugees’ being forced into 

other countries, inducing many economic and social impacts. This is one of the 

increasingly urgent reasons why it is critical for governments to work together and 

mitigate the effects of climate change before it is too late. 

 

An Honest Reflection of Mental Health in Lockdown               
Lauren Hennessey 
 
The impact that this pandemic has had on our mental health as a society is 

undeniable, with 68% of young people claiming that theirs has been worse during 

the lockdown and 46% saying theirs was either ‘poor’ or ‘very poor’. These statistics 

do sound very sad, but I fear that they only prove what many of us would expect.  

 

It has been so easy to focus on all of the negative things happening around us and 

consider all of those going through tough times and, therefore, to forget or not 

appreciate the tough times that you might be 

facing too. No matter what your situation is, 

everyone has faced restrictions and it is 

justifiable to be feeling whatever you are feeling, 

whether that be sadness, anger or anxiety. 

During a tough time like this, I think it is 

important that we are able to learn how to 

prioritise be kind to ourselves. 

I know that we are surrounded by 

recommendations of how to make our 

lockdown better at the moment, but I wanted to 

give you my personal list of things that I truly 

think are important to remember:  

 

The first thing that I would recommend would be to try and not expect too much 

from yourself. I have found it far too easy to end the day feeling deflated and 

disappointed in myself for not having achieved what I had hoped to during the day. 

I think we are all finding it hard to be as productive as we might be in normal 

circumstances but that is okay, and it is important that we remember this. 

 

The next thing that I think it is important to mention is not to compare your 

lockdown to anyone else’s lockdown. I know I certainly fell for this one during the 

first lockdown and it made me feel absolutely rubbish. There is so much online 

about how fun, productive and healthy other people’s lockdowns have been, with 

people telling me to go on daily runs, learn a new language or redecorate the whole 

house. I didn’t feel up to any of this and that just helped me to feel a whole lot worse 

about things. The best tip that I can give you is probably to decide that you’re going 

to take control of your own lockdown and do with it what you want to. This may be 

very different to some else’s (if what they are claiming to be doing is even true) but 
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that is okay. Sometimes just getting up in the morning and making it through the 

day is a big enough achievement in itself. 

 

I would also suggest trying not to be frustrated at yourself for any emotions that you 

are feeling. This is another vicious cycle that I ended up in during the first lockdown. 

I would feel upset about everything that was happening and then feel even more 

upset at myself for thinking so negatively or for being sad when there are people in 

much worse situations. Just learning to accept these emotions can be very difficult 

but I truly believe that it makes a huge difference when you do. It’s all part of simply 

learning to be nice to yourself. 

 

This is definitely one that you will have heard a lot, but I can’t express how much 

talking to others at the moment helps. It reminds us that we aren’t alone in this and 

that there is still a world and loved ones out there waiting for us. 

· Another thing that I would suggest is to keep moving around the house. My desk is 

in my bedroom, as I’m sure many people are, and sometimes that can mean that I 

barely leave my room all day. One thing that I have found helps is to simply move 

where you are working, even if it is for a short space of time. I have found moving 

my laptop to either the sofa in the lounge or the dining table to help a lot and make 

me feel like I’ve actually done something. 

 

The last rule, that I think is probably the most important, is to realise that it really 

doesn’t matter if you don’t achieve any of these things, as long as you are trying 

your best. 

 

 

Alice Roberts 

I won’t pretend to be alone in the fact that I was definitely relying on Christmas to 

uplift my spirits again. The previous term is obviously the longest and gloomiest one 

of the year; I normally love Winter but unsurprisingly it’s not as cosy when you have 

to stay two metres away from everyone and you’re sitting in your lessons with 

facemasks on and the windows open!  

 

I don’t know about others, but I was really sad at the end of the Winter term; 

lockdown and tier 4 did nothing to cheer me up. Christmas is always a very grand 

affair in my household, and I had never needed time away with my family more 

than I did after the hellish 2020. There were a lot of tears. 

After everything that has been taken from us, Christmas 

was the one thing I definitely considered to be 

untouchable; a foolish assumption really, after the year 

we’d just had. Perhaps it’s a rather non-religious way of 

looking at the holiday, but all I needed to boost my spirits 

was some chocolate roulade in my Grandparents’ sitting 

room. 
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So, what to do when we’re once again confined to our homes, without our families 

and, frankly, miserable? Well, I certainly didn’t hesitate to binge watch ‘Bridgerton’ 

and go back to planning Zoom quizzes- 1 step forward, 2 steps back to round up the 

year. However, I feel like we’re on to bigger and better things in 2021, namely the 

vaccine, and although we’re not all together, there feels a sense of solidarity and 

community amongst the home-schooled! My mental health is so much better with 

the knowledge that the end is (relatively) in sight and that I’m not alone in my 

feelings. I’m sending all my strength to everyone doing home school and especially 

those of you who have already watched ‘Bridgerton’ and now have nothing to 

watch! 

 

 

 

Priya Toberman 

 

During lockdown, the hardest thing for me was struggling with motivation and 

feeling like I wasn’t using time productively enough, having loads of free time but 

feeling overwhelmed by things I couldn’t be doing with. It was mostly not having 

certainty and not being able to go out and have a sense of purpose for doing things 

that made isolating tricky. 

 

 

My Lockdown Experience: I’m going to be as honest as I 

possibly can here as I think people lying about how they found it 

all isn’t beneficial to anyone. I found it really difficult.  

My GCSEs had just been cancelled, which to some would have 

been a positive, but I simply felt deflated and as if I now had 

nothing to be working towards. A long, fun and well-earned 

Summer had rapidly turned into a Summer stuck indoors. We 

were surrounded by the media encouraging to do all of these new exciting things: 

learn a language, learn an instrument, get fit. I didn’t want to do any of these things 

and felt like I was the only one that was really struggling because I thought everyone 

else was still managing to be really productive. This just made me feel a lot worse, 

not only was I miserable, but everyone else was going to emerge from lockdown 

with toned abs and lots of new skills. I felt isolated in this sadness too, at that point 

talking online hadn’t quite become as normal as it is now so I was missing a lot of 

people a lot too.  

However, this lockdown has been a lot better for me and I feel as if I have learnt 

from my mistakes of last time. Skype cups of tea have become a weekly occurrence 

with the grandparents, I am talking to my friends a lot more, and I feel I have found 

at least my own version of a routine. I have definitely struggled with the 

reintroduction of online learning but have tried to embrace it as much as possible 

and have even started finding the online lessons almost fun, or at least good for 

hearing and seeing other people. 
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We have all had to make sacrifices, and for that we can congratulate ourselves 

tremendously. Just got to keep going with this new normal for hopefully not too 

much longer. Let’s all hope for a happier 2021. 

 

 

Book Recommendations and Reviews 
Priya Toberman    
          
None of these are tricky to read, all of them are 

engaging, and these characters are so charming, 

witty, and companionable that it would be a shame 

to not pass them on to all of you--given the current 

circumstances, I think we could all use a fictional friend to help us along. 

 

1. 'You Don't Know Me' by Sophia Bennet (Recommended age group: Years 7-9) 

I discovered Sophia Bennet’s books when I was in Year 8, and I absolutely adored 

them. I was torn between recommending this one or the 'Threads' series, which I still 

recommend to Year 7-8, however I think that 'You Don't Know Me' is a more 

interesting read for slightly older readers. It follows a group of girls (including the 

narrator, Sasha) who form a band and shoot to fame on a talent show but end up 

being known for all the wrong reasons after they are asked to drop one of the girls, 

due to her weight not matching the slim figures of the other girls (or the expectations 

of the music industry). 'You Don't Know Me' is a coming-of-age story that covers 

friendship difficulties, a brief romance, body image, the way the music industry and 

the media can scapegoat young women, and how social media can impact the 

perception of a person. I think that books, even ones that are viewed as more trivial 

(which they often are when geared towards an audience of young girls), can teach 

really important insights about our society, and Sophie Bennet’s books almost 

always do this in a way that conveys ideas that (in retrospect) are actually quite 

complex and super accessible by writing from the perspective of girls we can 

imagine as being real. If you love easy-going stories that revolve around friendship 

and romance but are looking for a level up, this is what I’d recommend-it’s enjoyable 

and not remotely hard-going but has more depth than a lot of books aimed at this 

age group. 

 

2. Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 

(Recommended age group: Years 10-13) 

This book has won the Stonewall Book Award, the Michael l. Printz Award for 

Excellence in Young Adult Literature, the Pura Belpre Award, and a Lambda 

Literary Award--and it's not hard to see why! It's set in El Paso, Texas, in the 

summer of 1987 as two boys, Aristotle Mendoza and Dante Quintana meet for the 

first time. Ari, the narrator of the story, is 15 and discontented with life when we 

meet him at the start of the novel, consumed in thoughts about his imprisoned 
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brother and the secrets of his dad’s time spent fighting the Vietnam War. He then 

meets Dante, who is outgoing and full of life, engaging himself in fine art and 

literature and pondering ‘the secrets of the universe’. Sáenz’s writing style is 

accessible yet also poetic and artfully crafted, simultaneously immersing you in the 

story and making you feel like you’re reading a piece of art. This book is one of the 

most beautifully written YA novels I’ve ever read, and it perfectly captures the 

uncertainty of growing up and discovering your identity. If your aesthetic involves 

80s music, art and old movies, this is the kind of book for you! 

 

3. I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith (Recommended age group: Years 9-13) 

If crumbling castle ruins, wild floral gardens and floaty dresses for afternoon tea is 

your kind of aesthetic, 'I Capture the Castle' is the book for you. In other words, this 

is the sort of book you’ll like if you’re a fan of Taylor Swift’s ‘folklore’ and 

‘evermore’ albums. It is narrated by the witty, 17 year old, Cassandra Mortmain who 

writes her diary in 1930s rural England, where she lives in a crumbling old castle 

with her family: her beautiful, despondent, older sister, eccentric artists' model 

stepmother, and her father, once a great author, who now suffers from crippling 

writer's block (leading to their constant state of poverty). They are also accompanied 

by Stephen, the 18-year-old orphan of their maid, who now serves as a house boy. 

He is hopelessly devoted to Cassandra and is the main breadwinner of the 

household since their father stopped producing work. It is a real coming-of-age 

book, and while it is notably slower-paced than the other books recommended in 

this article and with less of a gripping plot, if you enjoy well-written characters and 

descriptions above all else, this is definitely worth the read. 

 

4. The Outsiders by S.E Hinton (Recommended age group: Years 9-13) 

This book manages to be short and fast-paced while also being descriptive and 

insightful--written in the 1960s by the 16-year-old S.E Hinton, it is based on the 

rivalry between two gangs that were situated within her High School--the Greasers, 

the boys from the East Side of the city, and the upper-class teens knows as Socs, 

short for ‘Socials’. Amazingly, 'The Outsiders' marked the start of the YA genre, 

which didn't exist before the book was written! The 

story is set in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1965, and is told 

through the eyes of 14-year-old Greaser, Ponyboy 

Curtis (yup, I know) who lives only with his two 

older brothers (Sodapop, 16, and Darrel, 20), as a 

result of their parents' deaths. They are part of a 

close gang of boys who are all in disadvantaged 

situations as a result of their upbringing in a 

challenging neighbourhood. Hinton wanted to 

create sympathy for the boys from poorer 

neighbourhoods in the US who were often 

portrayed as violent, disruptive and unintelligent, 

and so shows Ponyboy to be sensitive and clever, 
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with affection for his friends and family and an interest in the world around him. As 

a result of this, the book takes on a very personal, companionable tone. (It is very 

easy to become attached to these characters!) It is fast-paced and plot-driven, so it’s 

great if you haven’t read anything in a while and need something quick to get back 

into reading again! This book scores points on all levels; gripping plot, wonderful 

characters, and also carries a deeper significance as it displays the problems Hinton 

witnessed as a teenager in the 1960s, a few of which are still relevant today. 

Happy reading! 

 

 

 

 
Alice Roberts’ Interview With Mr Chuter                               

We’ll start off with an easy one (hopefully!) – What drew you back to Cranbrook? 

I loved my time at school here, and the opportunity to have a say in 

its future and that of its students was too good to pass up. It is a 

fantastic school, and I knew it would be a privilege to be its Head.  

 

How are you finding lockdown as the new Head? No-one would say 

it’s an enviable position, but you seem to have settled in most 

easily.  

I think it IS enviable! Who wouldn’t want this job? Lockdown and Covid-19 are 

challenges, but the school has dealt with worse in its 503-year history. The exciting 

thing about the job now is the chance to help the school community get out of 

lockdown with a smile on its face. 

 

Have you always harboured an interest in Classics? What caused you to take up 

teaching it? 

Yes. I was obsessed by Greek mythology when I was small. I was lucky to study 

both Latin and then Ancient History at Cranbrook and was inspired to teach the 

ancient world by one teacher in particular – John Badcock. But I also worked in an 

office for four years after university and found it dull and dispiriting. 

 

Are you excited for or dreading your sponsored bike ride next year?  

Both. It will be a great chance to spend some quality time with my oldest OC friends 

and raise money for the Sam West Foundation. We are doing it in memory of 

another friend from Cranbrook, who tragically took his own life when we were 23. It 

will be the 20th anniversary of his death. And he will probably be laughing at us as 

we struggle with aching legs and backsides after Day 1 of whom knows how many! 
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Do you have any major decorating plans for your new office? 

Any suggestions very welcome. Interior design is not my forte. 

 

Now for the proper stuff- Do you have any New Year’s resolutions?  

No. I always say that I will be a better husband and father this year, but you’d have 

to ask my family whether I live up to it. 

 

I heard you enjoy the occasional musical; do you have a favourite?  

I generally think all musicals are amazing, especially if you actually see them on 

stage. I tend to get hooked on recent ones, and then play the soundtracks to death, 

which annoys everyone. At the moment it’s Hamilton. 

 

Are you a cat or a dog person? Answer wisely!  

I can feel the stakes being raised here. Growing up, we had dogs and cats and I think 

they’re both great. But I have become more of a dog person over time, and we will 

soon have two. Sorry, cat people. 

 

Marmite: Do you love it or hate it?  

Love it. But peanut butter wins, hands down. 

 

If you could speak any other language, which one would you choose? Alternatively- 

can you speak multiple languages?  

Fluent Latin or ancient Greek, please. 

 

What was your favourite Christmas present you gave this year?  

It was the surprise we gave our children when we showed them a video of the new-

born cocker spaniel puppy that we will collect at half-term. It was brilliant! They 

have named it Pippi. 

 

And finally, were Ross and Rachel on a break?  

I am reliably informed by Mrs Chuter that they were on a break, but that shouldn’t 

have mattered. Does that help?? 
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Selected by Alice Roberts  

 

Sun Dance - Joel Briffa   

In a time long ago  

It was the age of wisdom.  

The people danced to call the sun from its rest  

To nourish their bodies, minds and crops with its dazzling light.  

  

In this age of wisdom,  

Even the small children were taught the sun dance  

And knew their drums had power.  

Their mothers' smiles affirmed their success.  

  

But dreadful was the fall   

And the end of the age  

After the invaders came,  

Drawn by the sounds of the dance.  

  

And now the power to summon the sun  

Is shut between the dusty leaves of a foreign book  

And in the memories of the last shaman,  

Watching his grandson skid about on the muddy road in the rain  

On his motorbike, under a leaden sky. 
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The Lacking Light - Scarlett Bromage  

I remember the days in Saint-Tropez with you  

The days in the light! Oh, the light.  

The sun would rise each and every day anew  

The view out of our bell tower apartment would show an effulgent sea shining so, so 

bright  

Almost blinding, like a warm coat over your twinkling eyes. 

The light in the sky would make your face glow and shine like the starry night skies  

On Sundays, the church’s stain glass windows would project a gallimaufry of 

colours onto the  

ancient cold stone walls, giving them life again.  

Your favourite was when the world went golden just before dark, your eyes filled 

with a spark,  

we were happy then.  

 

Now, it is has been a long time since I have seen the light. 

I am surrounded, blinded by thorns, cutting into sullen eyes  

There is no more colour, there is no more life 

I can’t remember the last time I’ve seen you, dear wife.  

My days are years, I no longer know how to shed tears.  

I have gone cold like those church walls we tried to make warm.  

My thoughts have bombarded and assaulted mine ears, all I hear now are the devil’s 

cheers.  

 

Suddenly, the lights come back on! 

I don’t know how or why. Oh, turn them off! Turn them off! They burn and tear 

mine eye.  

Where is the light I used to know? 

I thought it was kind and warm, where did it go? 
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Ant Hills - Tamonutein Karibi-Whyte 

Different worlds, hues flecked,  

Distorted by the brilliance of 

Different minds overwhelmed by the  

Blissful juvenile wonder beyond  

Different eyes, one soft and meek, the other  

Daunting and unapologetically unafraid of their  

Different lives. And but a fence.  

 

Estranged by the nature of our  

Queer dialects. Ebbing in and out of  

Acquiescence, the malignant all-consuming  

The destroyer of worlds. And friendships too.  

Fluent tongues tied. The black haze rages  

And sinks. Failing to claw its way in through the  

Fairy dust. 

 

Relics exchanged. Branded by the  

Rugged of a clay sunken earth.  

The Golden sepia of him against the cool  

Mahogany of me. Fingers intertwining the way  

They shouldn’t. Flustered cherry flush cheeks  

Lost in the verity we found in play-pretend.  

We didn’t really like trucks.  

 

Suddenly the moon beams slice through  

Rose clouds and ember skies.  

Only he’s left his shadow behind in  

The scent of peach fuzz, the 

forever  

Echo of his bleat, and the 

demolished ant hills  

Of a flubbery hob-nailed 

wake.  

Until tomorrow, I guess. 
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The Tronie’s Pearl - Imogen Linton 

For I once gifted the beautiful treasure, 

A pearl of her own.  

Her prestigious porcelain profile, 

As if hand crafted by a goddess 

Stared blanky at my exorbitant gift.  

 

Had she not known? I’d spent my past wagers, 

On such desired jewel  

Or was she merely an elitist 

(which society newly conducted.)  

The callous expression that blanketed her face 

 

Bothered me. She left of course.  

Leaving me more disappointed  

And now alone, with no pearl at all. 

I stood fully clothed on a winter’s day 

But my emotions stripped naked. 

 

She was not a woman or piece of  

Art. But solely a character, a type of person 

Made up by myself. I couldn’t keep her  

Just for myself, and so I sat with my paint 

And fabricated her all alone, just as I felt. 

 

With my pearl in her ear. 

‘The Girl with the Pearl 

Earring’ by Vermeer 


