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Head’s update 
 
Dear Parents,  
Thank you for your continued support at home with all aspects of our remote schooling  
package. I have been very pleased with the positive feedback we have received from those  
parents who have written to pass on their thanks to our staff already. I wish you all a relaxing  
and happy weekend.  
 
Year 11 and 13 exams  
We want to reassure students in these exam year-groups that, whatever emerges from the 
Ofqual consultation on final assessments, they will be provided ample time to prepare and revise 
both in and out of lessons. We are aware that there is, naturally, a degree of anxiety caused by 
the uncertainty on exams, and encourage individuals particularly affected to speak with their  
Tutor for support.   

 
Will Chuter , Head 

Letter from the Secretary of Education to school leaders: 
Parents may like to read a letter from Gavin Williamson sent to school leaders this week. Link: 

Letter-to-schools-from-the-Secretary-of-State-for-Education-–-20-January-2021.pdf 

COVID-19 Lateral Flow Testing 

The Government has this week updated their advice on the use of lateral flow testing for  
asymptomatic people in school.  We will continue to carry out the initial testing of both students 
and staff onsite.  For staff this will increase to access to 2 rapid results lateral flow tests each 
week. This will help identify staff who are carrying the virus without displaying symptoms,  
reducing the risk of transmission.  With parental consent we are also offering weekly testing to 
those vulnerable students and children of critical workers who are onsite.  It is still crucial that  
students do not come into school if they have any symptoms of covid-19. 

Based on advice from Public Health England (PHE) and NHS Test and Trace, the testing  
programme initially included offering those who came into close contact with a positive case in  
colleges the option of 7 days of daily contact testing as an alternative to self-isolation. 
PHE and NHS Test and Trace have now reviewed their initial advice in light of the higher  
prevalence and rates of transmission of the new variant. They have concluded that these  
changes in the virus warrant further evaluation work and that daily contact testing in place of  
self-isolation should be paused until this evaluation has taken place. They will update this  
guidance once this evaluation is complete.   Coronavirus (COVID-19) asymptomatic testing in 
schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Access to increased data: 
 
As I mentioned in last weeks bulletin, there is a scheme to temporarily increase the data  
allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. Increasing data allowances on mobile 
devices to support disadvantaged children - Get help with technology - GOV.UK 
(education.gov.uk). Schools can request mobile data increases for children and young people 

• do not have fixed broadband at home 

• cannot afford additional data for their devices 

• are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 

If you think that you would be eligible for this scheme please notify your child ’s Head of 
House. This is specifically for disadvantaged students defined by government as those students 
who are Pupil Premium (i.e. have received Free School Meals in the last 6 years). 

Cranbrook School Remote Learning – Summary for Parents:  
Please see the link for information about our Remote Learning. For more detail please see the 

link for the Remote Learning Policy.  Cranbrook-School-Remote-Learning-Policy_January-2021.pdf  

https://twitter.com/CranbrookSch
https://www.facebook.com/cranbrooksch/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk
mailto:development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-to-schools-from-the-Secretary-of-State-for-Education-%E2%80%93-20-January-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Cranbrook-School-Remote-Learning-Policy_January-2021.pdf
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Year 10: Holocaust Memorial Day 2021: (Tuesday 26th January) 
To mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2021, all year 10 students will attend an online survivor talk, 
organised by the Holocaust Educational Trust.  The Trust will be showing a preparation film,  
followed by survivor, Eve Kugler’s webcast and then a debriefing session. Students will have the 
opportunity to post questions to Eve both prior and during the event. By participating in the live 
survivor webcast, Year 10 history students can put a human face to the histories they are  
learning as part of the Edexcel GCSE course and engage with one survivor’s personal  
experiences during the Holocaust. For those not studying history GCSE, this marks a valuable 
SMSC strand to their wider learning. Precise login details for this event will be sent out to  
students on Monday, together with clear timings. It is strongly recommended that they visit the 
website ahead of Tuesday to test their device’s streaming speed and avoid any technical  
hitches on the day. 

Years 7 – 11: 
If for any reason your child is not able to attend their remote games session please report the  
absences before the session via absence@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

Wellbeing Wednesday (Wednesday 27th January)  
This Wednesday afternoon will be devoted to wellbeing for both students and staff. There will be 
no school lessons, games, clubs or societies after Period 4b (1.45pm). We will ask all the school 
community to do things that top up their reserves of energy and enthusiasm in whatever way suits 
them best; our one stipulation is that the afternoon is spent away from the computer screen.  
Tutors will discuss ways to use this time during tutor periods this week – it could include getting 
outside for a walk, run, cycle, or doing something creative like cooking, making music, painting, 
drawing, or playing games (not on screen). Please encourage your children to share images of 
what they are doing with us! Please could parents of critical worker children we have on site  
currently contact Mandy Smart if this arrangement creates insurmountable difficulties. 

Link to online resource: Wellbeing-toolkit-instruction-page.pdf (cranbrookschool.co.uk)  

Assignments:  
Students are required to complete and hand in both class and homework tasks via Assignment. 
Deadlines for these will now be set for midnight of the day in question. Whilst there is a focus for 

students to complete tasks in designated class time, we understand that many will want to add to 
work or fine tune it. We ask that parents keep a watchful eye on students' learning behaviours 
and routines, ensuring they have focused time away from screens. In extending deadlines, we 

hope this gives students opportunity to make use of daylight hours in school break, lunch and 
after school.  

Homework:  
Acknowledging student and teacher voice, a revision of the homework timetable will take effect 

from Monday for Years 7 to 11. Specific details will be shared with students in Monday's tutor 
period.  Acknowledging the impact of spending the school day in front of computer screens, a 

strategic reduction in expected tasks and outcomes will benefit students.  

Junior School Council Meetings (Years 7-9 and Years 10-11): 
Chaired by Mr Johnson, with attendance from Mr Chuter and Governor Nick Addyman, student 

views and questions were keenly heard. As always, question and discussion were positive,  
representative and with the interests and well-being of the whole school community at their core. 
Such discussion has on this occasion fuelled the student voice survey and reflection on our  

expectations with homework. 

Student Voice: 
Students will today receive an invite to register their experiences, views, achievements and  
challenges with remote learning.  

https://twitter.com/CranbrookSch
https://www.facebook.com/cranbrooksch/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk
mailto:development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
mailto:absence@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Wellbeing-toolkit-instruction-page.pdf
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Twitter Sport:  
 
Don’t forget you can always  
follow us on twitter to get the  
latest sport information.  
Just follow: 

@cranbrook_sport 

 

Cranbrook Bakes for the NHS: 

Handwriting: 

Students will be encouraged in lessons to complete tasks in their own handwriting, where  
appropriate in order to reduce screen time and also to maintain this important skill. Further to 
this, where students are able to work away from their screens, teachers will encourage through 

tasks and set outcomes.  
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