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Orthodoxy (from Greek: ὀρθοδοξία, ortho-
doxía, 'righteous/correct opinion') is adherence 
to correct or accepted creeds, especially in re-
ligion. 

In cricket, left-arm orthodox spin is bowled by 
a left-arm bowler using the fingers to spin the 
ball from right to left of the cricket pitch (from 
the bowler's perspective). Left-
arm unorthodox spin bowlers use 
wrist spin to spin the ball, and make it deviate, 
or 'turn' from left to right after pitching.  

This word of the week was kindly contributed by 
Euan Petett (year 8), who found  it in The Day of 
the Triffids by John Wyndham... 

When a freak cosmic event renders most of the 
Earth's population blind, Bill Masen is one of the 
lucky few to retain his sight. The London he walks 
is crammed with groups of men and women 
needing help, some ready to prey on those who 
can still see. But another menace stalks blind and 
sighted alike. With nobody to stop their spread 
the Triffids, mobile plants with lethal stingers and 
carnivorous appetites, seem set to take control. 

The Day of the Triffids is perhaps the most fa-
mous catastrophe novel of the twentieth century 
and its startling imagery of desolate streets and 
lurching, lethal plant life retains its power to haunt 
today. 



Chloe Anthony Wofford Morrison (born Chloe Ar-

delia Wofford; February 18, 1931 – August 5, 2019, 

known as Toni Morrison, was an American novelist, 

essayist, book editor, and college professor. Her first 

novel, The Bluest Eye, was published in 1970. The 

critically acclaimed Song of Solomon (1977) brought 

her national attention and won the National Book Crit-

ics Circle Award. In 1988, Morrison won the Pulitzer 

Prize for Beloved (1987); she gained worldwide recog-

nition when she was awarded the Nobel Prize in Liter-

ature in 1993. 

 

Born and raised in Lorain, Ohio, Morrison graduated from Howard University in 

1953 with a B.A. in English. In 1955, she earned a master's in American Litera-

ture from Cornell University. In 1957 she returned to Howard University, was 

married, and had two children before divorcing in 1964. In the late 1960s, she 

became the first black female editor in fiction at Random House in New York 

City. In the 1970s and 1980s, she developed her own reputation as an author, 

and her perhaps most celebrated work, Beloved, was made into a 1998 film. 

 

In 1996, the National Endowment for the Humanities 
selected her for the Jefferson Lecture, the U.S. federal 
government's highest honour for achievement in the 
humanities. Also that year, she was honoured with the 
National Book Foundation's Medal of Distinguished 
Contribution to American Letters. On May 29, 2012, 
President Barack Obama presented Morrison with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. In 2016, she received 
the PEN/Saul Bellow Award for Achievement in Ameri-
can Fiction. In 2020, Morrison was inducted into the 
National Women's Hall of Fame. 
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Here are three exciting books available from the library. To borrow these, or 

any other books, please email library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(KS3) The Declaration Gemma Malley, In the year 2140, it is illegal to be young. 

Children are all but extinct. The world is a better place. Longevity drugs are a foun-

tain of youth. Sign the Declaration, agree not to have children and you too can live 

forever. Refuse, and you will live as an outcast. For the children born outside the 

law, it only gets worse – Surplus status. Not everyone thinks Longevity is a good 

thing, but you better be clear what side you’re on. . . Surplus Anna is about to find 

out what happens when you can’t decide if you should cheat the law or cheat 

death.  

(KS4) Stargirl Jerry Spinelli. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst 

of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She 

captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolu-

tion with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then 

they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her differ-

ent, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to become the very 

thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery 

Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity 

and the thrill of first love.  

(KS5) A Mercy Toni Morrison. In the 1680s the slave trade in the Americas is still 

in its infancy. Jacob Vaark is an Anglo-Dutch trader and adventurer, with a small 

holding in the harsh North. Despite his distaste for dealing in “flesh,” he takes a 

small slave girl in part payment for a bad debt from a plantation owner in Catholic 

Maryland. 

A Mercy reveals what lies beneath the surface of slavery. But at its heart, like Be-

loved, it is the ambivalent, disturbing story of a mother and a daughter - a mother 

who casts off her daughter in order to save her, and a daughter who may never ex-

orcise that abandonment.  
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Imperium, Robert Harris 

 

I was pleasantly surprised by Imperium. Whilst I am fascinated by the classi-

cal world, I wasn’t sure that I would be interested in an account of Cicero’s 

rise to power.  

 

Cicero is a ‘new man’ in Rome, without the benefit of being part of the estab-

lished elite, yet through his oratory and daring, he rises the political ranks. 

 

This is edge-of-your seat reading as Cicero takes on the establishment. I 

thoroughly recommend this to anyone with an interest in Rome, law, or the 

twists and turns of politics. 

 

Best of all, it’s a trilogy – I can’t wait to read the sequels! 

GC 
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‘The Kraken’ 

Below the thunders of the upper deep, 

Far, far beneath in the abysmal sea, 

His ancient, dreamless, uninvaded sleep 

The Kraken sleepeth: faintest sunlights flee 

About his shadowy sides; above him swell 

Huge sponges of millennial growth and height; 

And far away into the sickly light, 

From many a wondrous grot and secret cell 

Unnumbered and enormous polypi 

Winnow with giant arms the slumbering green. 

There hath he lain for ages, and will lie 

Battening upon huge sea worms in his sleep, 

Until the latter fire shall heat the deep; 

Then once by man and angels to be seen, 

In roaring he shall rise and on the surface die.  

Alfred Lord Tennyson  

Unknown author, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 

Poetry 

https://poets.org/poem/kraken 
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Time for chess!  

It’s black’s move. How is checkmate possible 

in one move?  

 

 By kind permission of kidchess.com 
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Do you remember this week’s words of 

the day?  



By Rumensz - Own work, CC0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30967870 

Last week’s puzzles, 

solved! 


