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JOIN THE CHRISTMAS 2020 

READING CHALLENGE 

 
 

To join in, read a book over the holi-

day and send a short review to li-

brary@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

Submit a review before 8th January 

to receive a small reward! 
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pertinaciously 
adverb 
FORMAL 
holding firmly to an opinion or a course of action. 
"he worked with a pertinacious resistance to interruptions" 
(early 17th century: from Latin pertinax, pertinac- ‘holding fast’ + -ous. 

This word of the week was kindly contributed by 
Eliza Briffa (year 8), who found it in Wuthering 
Heights by Emily Brontë who features on the front 
cover in a portrait by her brother). 

Wuthering Heights, the tale of Heathcliff and 
Cathy's ungovernable love and suffering and the 
havoc that their passion wreaks on the families of 
the Earnshaws and the Lintons, shocked its first 
readers, with even Emily's sister Charlotte won-
dering 'whether it is right or advisable to create 
beings like Heathcliff'.  

Replete with unforgettable characters and situa-
tions that have seared themselves into our liter-
ary consciousness, Emily Brontë's intense mas-
terpiece is one of the most haunting love stories 
in the canon of English literature. 

 “I ventured once more to meet my master’s and lover’s eye, which most 
pertinaciously sought mine, though I averted both face and gaze. He smiled; 
and I thought his smile was such as a sultan might, in a blissful and fond mo-
ment, bestow on a slave his gold and gems had enriched: I crushed his hand, 
which was ever hunting mine, vigorously, and thrust it back to him red with the 
passionate pressure.” 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1CHBF_enGB855GB855&sxsrf=ALeKk003a9sfkF-ZEZSsUx0visfBHhEG-A:1607981972906&q=how+to+pronounce+pertinacious&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRoxy3w8sc9YSnTSWtOXmPU5-INKMrPK81LzkwsyczPE5LgYglJLcoVEpDi4-IpSC0qycxLTM7MLy22YlF


Emily Jane Brontë  (30 July 1818 – 19 December 1848) was an English novelist 

and poet who is best known for her only novel, Wuthering Heights, now consid-

ered a classic of English literature. She also published a book of poetry with her 

sisters Charlotte and Anne titled ‘Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell’. Emily 

was the second-youngest of the four surviving Brontë siblings, between the 

youngest Anne and her brother Branwell. She published under the pen name  

Ellis Bell. 

Emily Brontë's Wuthering Heights was first published in London in 1847 by 

Thomas Cautley Newby, appearing as the first two volumes of a three-volume 

set that included Anne Brontë's Agnes Grey. The authors were printed as being 

Ellis and Acton Bell; Emily's real name did not appear until 1850, when it was 

printed on the title page of an edited commercial edition. The novel's innovative 

structure somewhat puzzled critics. 

Wuthering Heights's violence and passion led the Victorian public and many 
early reviewers to think that it had been written by a man. According to Juliet 
Gardiner, "the vivid … passion and power of its language and imagery im-
pressed, bewildered and appalled reviewers." Literary critic Thomas Joudrey 
further contextualizes this reaction: "Expecting in the wake of Charlotte Brontë's 
Jane Eyre to be swept up in an earnest Bildungsroman, they were instead 
shocked and confounded by a tale of unchecked primal passions, replete with 
savage cruelty and outright barbarism." Even though the novel received mixed 
reviews when it first came out, and was often condemned for its portrayal of 
amoral passion, the book subsequently became an English literary classic.# 

Emily Brontë never knew the extent of fame she achieved with her only novel, 
as she died a year after its publication, aged 30. 
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Here are three exciting books available from the library. To borrow these, or 

any other books, please email library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(KS3) Here lies Arthur Philip Reeve.  

Arthur is the greatest hero of all time, and Myrddin is his bard - a traveller and spin-

ner of magical tales. But it's a strange and dangerous kind of enchantment that can 

turn a slave-girl into a goddess, and a raggle-taggle warmonger into a warrior leg-

end... Exploring the power of storytelling and political machination, a master writer 

retells the Arthur legend - with a shocking spin. Winner of the Carnegie Medal 

2008. "A masterpiece" Daily Telegraph. 

 

(KS4) Stone Cold Robert Swindells.  

A Carnegie Medal-winning thriller. A tense thriller plot is combined with a percep-

tive and harrowing portrait of life on the streets as a serial killer preys on the young 

and vulnerable homeless. Link, aged 17, is distrustful of people until he pairs up 

with Deb, another homeless youngster. But what Deb doesn't tell him is that she's 

an ambitious young journalist on a self-imposed assignment to track down the killer 

and she's prepared to use herself as bait  

 

(KS5) The Bookseller of Kabul Åsne Seierstad  

Two weeks after September 11th, award-winning journalist Åsne Seierstad went to 

Afghanistan to report on the conflict there. In the following spring she returned to 

live with an Afghan family for several months. The result is a gripping and moving 

portrait of a family, and a clear-eyed assessment of a country struggling to free it-

self from history.  

mailto:library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk


 

Bounce, Matthew Syed 

 

In Bounce, Mathew Syed, the British journalist and 
Olympic table tennis player, unpacks the myth of tal-
ent with numerous fascinating and inspirational exam-
ples of people who have achieved greatly through 
thousands of hours of purposeful practice. For anyone 
who wants to get to the top of their game, this is a 
highly enjoyable, even transformational, book. 

GC 
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    The Snow. 

 

    It sifts from leaden sieves, 

    It powders all the wood, 

    It fills with alabaster wool 

    The wrinkles of the road. 

 

    It makes an even face 

    Of mountain and of plain, -- 

    Unbroken forehead from the east 

    Unto the east again. 

 

    It reaches to the fence, 

    It wraps it, rail by rail, 

    Till it is lost in fleeces; 

    It flings a crystal veil 

 

 

 

    On stump and stack and stem, -- 

    The summer's empty room, 

    Acres of seams where harvests were, 

    Recordless, but for them. 

 

    It ruffles wrists of posts, 

    As ankles of a queen, -- 

    Then stills its artisans like ghosts, 

    Denying they have been. 
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Poetry 
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Time for chess!  

It’s white’s move. How is checkmate possible 

in one move?  

 

 By kind permission of kidchess.com 
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Do you remember this week’s words of 

the day?  



By Rumensz - Own work, CC0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30967870 

Last week’s puzzles, 

solved! 


