
 
 
 
 
Dear Boarding Parents, 
 
I hope that you and your families have managed to have a restful Christmas break. 
 
As I am sure you are aware the Government’s announcement yesterday (30th December) 
confirmed that the start of term will be delayed further by a week.  We will be opening all 
boarding Houses as planned from 4th January and with the staggered return are likely to be 
able to provide isolation for our international boarders. Please could I ask that you liaise with 
your child's Head of House should you wish your son/daughter to isolate in their boarding 
House. Please be advised that it is either 5 days followed by the "test to release" test or it is 
for the full 10 days. 
 
All boarders will be given a lateral flow test on their arrival at their House (subject to the 
government tests arriving on time).  We would ask that parents remain on the site until the 
result has been obtained so that there is the option of isolating at home or in the House 
should the test come back positive.  All boarders who receive a positive result will be 
required to book a PCR test (NHS drive-through) to confirm this result. 
 
The catering staff will be providing meals as planned from Tuesday 5th January for those 
boarders returning early and for all those boarders who have spent Christmas in their 
boarding Houses. Those boarders who return earlier will be catered for in-House.  
 
Online learning will commence from Wednesday 6th January for all year groups.  Year 11 
and 13 should return to their boarding Houses by Sunday 10th January, ready for face-to-
face lessons on Monday 11th January, with the remaining year groups arriving in their 
boarding Houses on Sunday 17th January so that they are ready for face-to-face lessons on 
the 18th January. These plans are all subject to further government announcements which 
could further impact your son/daughter's arrival at Cranbrook. 
 
I appreciate that you may have concerns about returning your child to boarding. Therefore, if 
it is unlikely that they will return by 18th January, please could I ask that you contact your 
child's Head of House and me (burnettk@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk), so that we are able to 
keep teaching staff informed. 
 
I will continue to update you as and when further announcements are made that might 
impact your child's boarding experience. Further to the Head’s link to the full Government 
guidance for schools, here is the BSA’s summary for boarding schools for your information. 
 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year and a safe and healthy 2021. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kirstie Burnett  
Director of Boarding           31 December 2020 
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