
                                                                         

 

 

 

4 December 2020 

 

 

Start Dates for Year Groups and Assessment Update 

 

Dear parent, 

Following on from the proposed two-week plan for the end of this term issued yesterday, I 

want to confirm the start dates for each Year Group as follows:  

Years 7 and 8 - These students will continue with lessons onsite, based primarily in the 

Rootes’ Building and focussed on conventional teaching and learning in the classroom. Mrs 

Rahtz’s plans that were implemented at the star of this week will continue to enable us to keep 

the year groups and the classes as separate as possible.  Students this week have followed 

this well and it’s good to see their enjoyment of decorating their classrooms for Christmas. 

Year 11 – Day students will return to lessons onsite on Friday 11th December, based in their 

designated area and on conventional teaching and learning. Because of the need to serve out 

the remainder of the isolation period for this year group, lessons cannot resume onsite any 

earlier than this date. In the meantime, Year 11 day students must remain on Remote 

Learning. Year 11 boarders will remain in their boarding houses on Remote Learning until the 

end of term.  

Year 13 - These students will return to lessons onsite, based in their designated area and on 

conventional teaching and learning. There are 48 Year 13 students currently isolating as close 

contacts of confirmed cases. These students must also remain on Remote Learning until 

Friday 11th December. Year 13 boarders will remain in their boarding houses on Remote 

Learning until the end of term. 

Years 9, 10 and 12 - All these students will continue with Remote Learning to the end of term, 

other than those children who may be vulnerable and children of critical workers. These 

students may come into school if not isolating as close contacts of a confirmed case. 

Supervision in school will be provided for these students.  

Please note that Year 12 are required in school on Monday and Tuesday 7th and 

8th December for end of term assessments. These have been brought forward slightly to 

ensure all Y12 students have good levels of access to them. Students will be socially distant 

in the exam rooms to enable this to go ahead safely. 

The Year 12 Prizegiving Event scheduled to take place in the Queen’s Hall Theatre on the 

afternoon of Friday 11th December will now take place online. A Teams invitation will be sent. 

The guest speaker is Mr. Nick Pink, Chief Executive of UK Hockey. Parents are very welcome 

to attend.   

 



                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, if there are any further notifications of positive cases in year groups we will follow 

the same protocols in identifying close contacts.  It is hoped with more students spaced out 

the numbers needing to isolate will be fewer.  Those students who are in school are asked to 

be hyper vigilant with systems of control to reduce the spread of the virus following the “Hands, 

Face, Space” instructions. These will be reiterated to all in school next week. 

The Government still reiterate that being in school is vital for children’s education and 

wellbeing but we are increasing our control measures to try to further minimise the risk of 

infection.  We realise that changes are being made rapidly, but we are having to respond to 

daily changes in circumstances and should any further changes be made by Government we 

will respond quickly to those as well. 

We would ask that you notify us immediately should your child be tested positive for covid-
19.  We need to act swiftly when this is the case to chase the close contacts.  This will still be 
crucial when school has broken up for the holidays for the days Saturday 19th , Sunday 20th 
and Monday 21st December so that we can notify any students and staff who may have been 
close contacts.    We would also ask you not to send your child to school if they are showing 
any of the regular signs of Covid (change/ loss of taste/smell, persistent cough, high 
temperature) or indeed the additional signs listed at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-
51048366 

 

Assessment Update for Parents  

 

We have been extremely impressed with the effort and resilience shown by our students over 

the course of this term. Despite the disruption caused to lessons by the pandemic, the 

majority of learning opportunities have remained consistent, supported by Microsoft Teams 

sessions and the timely distribution of resources through this platform. In keeping with our 

2020-21 assessment timeline, we are expecting all planned assessments to go ahead this 

term, including the Year 12 exams next Monday and Tuesday. Most of this term's 

assessments have already been completed. In the case of the Year 11 and 13 students, as 

communicated to students and parents, we have added to this to best support and 

acknowledge student progress. Where assessments have not yet been completed, they will 

be undertaken in class (whether face to face or remotely), set as a homework assignment on 

Teams, or be based on a summative reflection of the work completed this term. In all 

instances, we aim to provide students with appropriate warning and instruction.  
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