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FEATURED AUTHOR: 
Malorie Blackman 

 

Malorie Blackman 
OBE (born 8 Feb-
ruary 1962) is a 
British writer who 
held the position of 
Children's Laureate 
from 2013 to 2015. 
Her critically and 

popularly ac-
claimed Noughts and Crosses 
series uses the setting of a fic-
tional dystopia to explore rac-
ism.  

Blackman was born in Clap-
ham, London. Her parents were 
both from Barbados. At school, 
she wanted to be an English 
teacher, but she grew up to be-
come a systems programmer 
instead. 

Blackman has written more 
than 60 children's books, in-
cluding novels 
and short story 
collections, and 
also television 
scripts and a 
stage play. Her 
work has won 
over 15 awards 
and her books 
have been 
translated into over 15 lan-
guages. 

Blackman's award-winning 

Noughts & Crosses series, ex-
ploring love, racism and vio-
lence, is set in a fictional dysto-
pia. Explaining her choice of 
title, Blackman said that 
noughts and crosses is "one of 
those games that nobody ever 
plays after childhood, because 
nobody ever wins”. 

HELLO ALL!  Library News is Cranbrook School’s library 

newsletter in which we share reading recommendations, 

reviews, and other book-related articles.  
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BOOKS TO BORROW 

Here are just some of the ex-
citing books available from 
the library. To borrow these, 
or any other book, please 
email the librarians: 
library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

(KS3) The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and 
contented life, with no desire to 

travel far from the comforts of 

home; then one day the wizard 

Gandalf and a band of dwarves ar-

rive unexpectedly and enlist his 

services – as a burglar – on a dan-
gerous expedition to raid the treas-

ure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. 

Bilbo’s life is never to be the same 

again. 

 
(KS4) A Gathering Light Jennifer 

Donnelly 

 

When Mattie Gokey is given a bun-

dle of letters to burn she fully in-

tends to execute the wishes of the 
giver, Grace Brown. When Grace 

Brown is found drowned the next 

day in Big Moose Lake, Mattie finds 

that it is not so easy to burn those 

letters. As she reads them, a rivet-
ing story emerges – not only Grace 

Brown's story but also Mattie's 

hopes and ambitions for the future 

and her relationships with her 

friends and family.  

 
(KS5) The God of Small Things 

Arundhati Roy 

 

This is the story of Rahel and 

Estha, twins growing up among the 

banana vats and peppercorns of 
their blind grandmother’s factory, 

and amid scenes of political turbu-

lence in Kerala. Armed only with 

the innocence of youth, they fash-

ion a childhood in the shade of the 
wreck that is their family: their 

lonely, lovely mother, their beloved 

Uncle Chacko and their sworn ene-

my, Baby Kochamma. 
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‘ARMCHAIR TRAVEL’ 
Join in and read the shortlisted books for the 

2020 Page Turners Annual Themed Book 
Awards 

 
The theme for 2020/2021 is ‘Armchair Travel’. 
Journey with the shortlisted books to places far and wide! 

 

SHORT LISTED TEEN BOOKS 

 
Piglettes by Clementine Beauvais 
Mireille, Astrid and Hakima have just been voted the three ugliest girls in 

school by their classmates on Facebook. But does that mean they're going to 
sit around crying about it? Climbing onto their bikes, the friends set off on a 

summer road trip to Paris. The girls will find fame, friendship and happiness 

on their journey. This is a hilarious, beautiful and uplifting story of three girls 

who are determined not to let online bullying get them down. 

Peak by Roland Smith 
After Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left 
with two choices: wither away in juvenile detention or go live with his long-lost 

father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But Peak quickly learns that 

his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings: He wants 

Peak to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit - and his motives 

are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is 

the challenge of a lifetime.  

City of the Beasts by Isabel Allende 
Fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold has the chance to take the trip of a lifetime. 

With his mother in hospital, too ill to look after him, Alex is sent out to his 
grandmother Kate – a fearless reporter who is about to embark on an 

expedition to the dangerous, remote world of the Amazon rainforest, but rather 

than change her plans, she simply takes Alex along with her.  

The Green Bicycle by Haifaa Al Mansour  
Wadjda has one simple wish - to race her friend Abdullah on her very own 

bicycle. But in Saudi Arabia, it is considered improper for girls to ride bikes 

and her parents forbid her from having one. Sick of playing by the rules, 

Wadjda schemes different ways to make money and buy the bike herself. 
But freedom comes at a high price. Set against the shifting social attitudes of 

the Middle East, The Green Bicycle explores gender roles, conformity, and the 
importance of family, all with wit and irresistible heart. 

The House on Hummingbird Island by Sam Angus 
Idie Grace is twelve when she inherits a grand old house on a Caribbean 

island, and is sent away from grey old England to a place where hummingbirds 

hover and monkeys clamber from tree to tree. 

As a lady of property Idie can do as she pleases, so she fills the house with 
exotic animals, keeps her beloved horse in the hallway, and carries a grumpy, 

talking cockatoo called Homer on her shoulder. But the island households as 

many secrets as it does animals, and the truth behind Idie's inheritance is the 

biggest secret of all . . . 

 
 



SHORT LISTED YOUNG ADULT BOOKS 
 

Darius the Great is Not Ok by Adib Khorram 
Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about 

Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He's a Fractional Persian--half, his 
mom's side--and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius 

has never really fit in at home, and he's sure things are going to be the same 

in Iran. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything 

changes. Soon, they're spending their days together, playing soccer, eating 

faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop. Sohrab calls him 

Darioush--the original Persian version of his name--and Darius has never 
felt more like himself than he does now that he's Darioush to Sohrab.  
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the 

Dominican Republic. But this time, on the day when his plane is 

supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying 

people. In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, 
where her mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died 

in a plane crash. Separated by distance - and Papi's secrets - the two girls 

are forced to face a new reality in which their father is dead and their lives 

are forever altered. And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of 

their father, they learn of each other. 

Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys 

Josie Moraine wants out of The Big Easy - she needs more than New 

Orleans can offer. Known locally as a brothel prostitute's daughter, she 

dreams of life at an elite college, far away from here. But then a mysterious 

death in the Quarter leaves Josie caught between her ambition and a 

clandestine underworld. New Orleans is luring Josie deeper in as she 

searches for the truth, and temptation beckons at every turn. 

The Housekeeper & the Professor by Yoko Ogawa 
He is a brilliant maths professor with a peculiar problem - ever since a 

traumatic head injury seventeen years ago, he has lived with only eighty 

minutes of short-term memory. She is a sensitive but astute young 

housekeeper who is entrusted to take care of him. Each morning, as the 

Professor and the Housekeeper are reintroduced to one another, a strange, 
beautiful relationship blossoms between them 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William 
Kamkwamba 

When William Kamkwamba was just 14 years old, his family told him that 

he must leave school and come home to work on the farm – they could no 

longer afford his fees.  Malawi is a country battling AIDS, drought and 

famine, and in 2002, a season of floods, followed by the most severe famine 
in fifty years, brought it to its knees. Forced to leave school, with no hope 

of raising the funds to go again, William resorted to borrowing books from 

the small local library to continue his education. One day he picked up a 

book about energy, with a picture of a wind turbine on the front cover. 

Fascinated by science and electricity, William decided to build his own. 
Ridiculed by those around him, and exhausted from his work in the fields 

every day, and using nothing more than bits of scrap metal, old bicycle parts 

and wood from the blue gum tree, he slowly built his very own windmill. 

All the shortlisted books are available from the library. Email 
library@cranbrok.kent.sch.uk to borrow a book and be part of Page Turners. 
Why not take a look at the website to find out more 
https://pageturnersbookaward.co.uk/ 
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CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Do you remember 
this week’s words of 

the day?  
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(courtesy of kidchess.com) 

CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Time for chess!  
It’s black’s move. How is checkmate possible 
in one move? 
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