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FEATURED 
AUTHOR: 
Darren 
Shan 

 

 

Darren Shan was born in 
1972 in London. At the age 
of 6 he moved with his par-

ents and younger brother to 
Limerick, Ireland, where he 
has lived ever since.  

 
Darren saw first literary suc-

cess at age 15, as a runner-
up in a television script-
writing competition with a 

dark comedy titled A Day in 
the Morgue. He was 17 when 

he finished his first novel.  
 

Although it was never pub-
lished, he found himself fo-
cusing more on novels than 

on short stories.  
 
In January 2000, Darren's 

first children's book, Cirque 
du Freak was published to 

rave reviews.  
 

Darren has 
also had 
several 

adult books 
published, 
including 

Procession 
of the Dead, 

Hell's Hori-
zon, and 

City of the 
Snakes.  

HELLO ALL!  Library News is Cranbrook School’s library 

newsletter in which we share reading recommendations, 

reviews, and other book-related articles.  
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BOOKS TO BORROW 

 
Here are just some of the ex-
citing books available from 
the library. To borrow these, 
or any other book, please 
email the librarians: 

 

library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 
(KS3) Private Peaceful Michael 

Morpurgo.  

 

Heroism or cowardice? A stunning 

story of the First World War from a 

master storyteller. Told in the voice 
of a young soldier, the story follows 

24 hours in his life at the front dur-

ing WW1, and captures his memo-

ries as he looks back over his life. 

Full of stunningly researched detail 
and engrossing atmosphere, the 

book leads to a dramatic and mov-

ing conclusion. Both a love story 

and a deeply moving account of the 

horrors of the First World War, this 

book will reach everyone from 9 to 
90.  

 

(KS4) The Penguin Book of First 

World War Poetry ed. John Silkin. 

 
Poetry helped to sear the horror of 

the First World War into our con-

sciousness. This fine selection re-

veals the changing mood of the po-

ets – ‘from patriotism through an-

ger and compassion to an active 
desire for social change’.  

 

(KS5) All Quiet on the Western 

Front Erich Maria Remarque. 

 
In 1914 a room full of German 

schoolboys, fresh-faced and idealis-

tic, are goaded by their schoolmas-

ter to troop off to the 'glorious war'. 

With the fire and patriotism of 

youth they sign up. What follows is 
the moving story of a young 

'unknown soldier' experiencing the 

horror and disillusionment of life in 

the trenches. 
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‘ARMCHAIR TRAVEL’ 
 

Join in and read the 
shortlisted books for the 
2020 Page Turners An-

nual Themed Book 
Awards 

 

 

 
The theme for 2020/2021 is ‘Armchair Travel’. 

Journey with the shortlisted books  
to places far and wide! 

 
 

 

SHORT LISTED TEEN BOOKS 

Piglettes by Clementine Beauvais 
Peak by Roland Smith 

City of the Beasts by Isabel Allende 
The Green Bicycle by Haifaa Al Mansour 

The House on Hummingbird Island by Sam Angus 
   
SHORT LISTED YOUNG ADULT BOOKS 

Darius the Great is Not Ok by Adib Khorram 

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys 

The Housekeeper & the Professor by Yoko Ogawa 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 

 
 

All the shortlisted books are available from the library. 

Email library@cranbrok.kent.sch.uk to bor-
row a book and be part of Page Turners. 

Why not take a look at the website to find 
out more https://

pageturnersbookaward.co.uk/ 

mailto:library@cranbrok.kent.sch.uk
https://pageturnersbookaward.co.uk/
https://pageturnersbookaward.co.uk/
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REMEMBRANCE  

Remembrance will, of necessi-
ty, be observed differently this 
year; but you may well still 

hear these familiar words after 

a bugle calls ‘Last Post’: 

‘They shall grow not old, as we 

that are left grow old…’ 

These words are taken from a 

poem ‘The Fallen’ written by 
Laurence Binyon. The poem 
was composed in honour of 

the casualties of the British 
Expeditionary Force at the 

time of the retreat from the 
Battle of Mons. The British Li-
brary describes the poem – re-

produced in full below – as 
one of the most affecting and 
well-known elegies from the 

period.   

 

For The Fallen 

With proud thanksgiving, a 

mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead 

across the sea. 
Flesh of her flesh they were, 

spirit of her spirit, 
Fallen in the cause of the free. 

 
Solemn the drums thrill; Death 

august and royal 
Sings sorrow up into immortal 

spheres, 
There is music in the midst of 
desolation 

And a glory that shines upon 
our tears. 

 
They went with songs to the 

battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, 

steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end 

against odds uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the 

foe. 

 
They shall grow not old, as 

we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning 
We will remember them. 

 

They mingle not with their 
laughing comrades again; 

They sit no more at familiar ta-
bles of home; 

They have no lot in our labour 
of the day-time; 

They sleep beyond England's 
foam. 

 
But where our desires are and 

our hopes profound, 
Felt as a well-spring that is hid-

den from sight, 
To the innermost heart of their 

own land they are known 
As the stars are known to the 

Night; 
 

As the stars that shall be bright 
when we are dust, 

Moving in marches upon the 
heavenly plain; 

As the stars that are starry in 
the time of our darkness, 

To the end, to the end, they re-
main. 
 

 

 

 

CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 
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FEATURED NEW BOOK 

 

THE ART OF BEING A BRILLIANT TEENAGER 

 

ANDY COPE, ANDY WHITTAKER, DARRELL WOODMAN & 
AMY BRADLEY 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

 

The authors of this fun, informative 
and quirkily illustrated book don’t 

want you to have a ‘bog standard life’ – 

they want you to be AWESOME and 
they are pretty sure that they can help 

you achieve that. 

 

 

 

QUOTES FROM THE BOOK 

 

“As kids we're not taught how to deal with success; we're taught 
how to deal with failure. If at first you don't succeed, try, try 

again. If at first you succeed, then what?” 

Charlie Sheen 

 

‘You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough’.  

Mae West 

 

THREE WORDS TO DESCRIBE THE BOOK 

 

• reassuring 

• funny 

• optimistic 

CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 
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