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FEATURED AUTHOR: 
Robin Stevens 

 

Robin Stevens (born 15 January 

1988) is an American-born Eng-

lish author of children's fiction, 

best known for her Murder Most 
Unladylike series. She has spoken 

of the Golden Age of Detective 
Fiction as an influence on her 

work – this was an era of classic 

murder mystery novels of similar 

patterns and styles, predominant-

ly in the 1920s and 1930s.  

Stevens was born in California 

and moved to Oxford, England at 

the age of three. Her father was 

Master of Pembroke College, Ox-
ford, and her mother worked at 

Oxford University's Ashmolean 

Museum.  

Stevens studied English at the 

University of Warwick, later gain-
ing an MA in crime fiction from 

King's College London.  

Stevens started writing Murder 

Most Unladylike as part of the 

United States’ annual National 

Novel Writing Month in November 

2010, but did not send it to agen-

cies for two years. The book went 

on to win a Waterstones Children's 

Book Prize and has been devel-

oped into a nine-book series.  

In 2017, Stevens wrote The Gug-

genheim Mystery, a sequel to the 

The London Eye Mystery by Si-

obhan Dowd. 

HELLO ALL!  Library News is Cranbrook School’s library 

newsletter in which we share reading recommendations, 

reviews, and other book-related articles.  
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RECOMMENDED READS 

Here are just some of the ex-
citing books available from 
the library. To borrow these, 
or any other books, please 
email the librarians: 
library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

(KS3) Murder Most Unladylike 

Robin Stevens 
 
When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up 
their very own secret detective agency at 
Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to 
find any truly exciting mysteries to investi-
gate. (Unless you count the case of Lavin-
ia's missing tie. Which they don't. ) Then 
Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss 
Bell, lying dead in the Gym.  

 

(KS4) Double Cross Malorie Black-

man 
 
Tobey wants a better life – for him and for 
Callie Rose. He wants nothing to do with 
the violent gangs that rule the world he 
lives in. But when he's offered the chance 
to earn some extra money, how much could 
it hurt to just this once say 'yes'? 
Callie Rose knows all about the danger of 
saying ‘yes’. She knows about terrible mis-
takes, and violence and family feuds, and 
the fierce divide between Noughts and 
Crosses. 
And knowing so much about the past 
makes her afraid for her future. 
Because sometimes, one little bad decision 
can change everything . . .  
 

(KS5) The Devil’s Star Jo Nesbo 

 

A young woman is murdered in her 
Oslo flat. One finger has been sev-

ered from her left hand, and behind 

her eyelid is secreted a tiny red dia-

mond in the shape of a five-pointed 

star - a pentagram, the devil's star. 
Detective Harry Hole is assigned to 

the case with his long-time adver-

sary Tom Waaler and initially 

wants no part in it. But Harry is 

already on notice to quit the force 

and is left with little alternative but 
to get to work. An emerging pattern 

of similar murders suggests that 

Oslo has a serial killer on its 

hands, and the five-pointed devil's 

star is key to solving the riddle. 
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‘ARMCHAIR TRAVEL’ 
Join in and read the shortlisted books for the 

2020 Page Turners Annual Themed Book 
Awards 

 
The theme for 2020/2021 is ‘Armchair Travel’. 
Journey with the shortlisted books to places far and wide! 

 

SHORT LISTED TEEN BOOKS 

 
Piglettes by Clementine Beauvais 
Mireille, Astrid and Hakima have just been voted the three ugliest girls in 

school by their classmates on Facebook. But does that mean they're going to 
sit around crying about it? Climbing onto their bikes, the friends set off on a 

summer road trip to Paris. The girls will find fame, friendship and happiness 

on their journey. This is a hilarious, beautiful and uplifting story of three girls 

who are determined not to let online bullying get them down. 

Peak by Roland Smith 
After Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left 
with two choices: wither away in juvenile detention or go live with his long-lost 

father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But Peak quickly learns that 

his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings: He wants 

Peak to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit - and his motives 

are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is 

the challenge of a lifetime.  

City of the Beasts by Isabel Allende 
Fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold has the chance to take the trip of a lifetime. 

With his mother in hospital, too ill to look after him, Alex is sent out to his 
grandmother Kate – a fearless reporter who is about to embark on an 

expedition to the dangerous, remote world of the Amazon rainforest, but rather 

than change her plans, she simply takes Alex along with her.  

The Green Bicycle by Haifaa Al Mansour  
Wadjda has one simple wish - to race her friend Abdullah on her very own 

bicycle. But in Saudi Arabia, it is considered improper for girls to ride bikes 

and her parents forbid her from having one. Sick of playing by the rules, 

Wadjda schemes different ways to make money and buy the bike herself. 
But freedom comes at a high price. Set against the shifting social attitudes of 

the Middle East, The Green Bicycle explores gender roles, conformity, and the 
importance of family, all with wit and irresistible heart. 

The House on Hummingbird Island by Sam Angus 
Idie Grace is twelve when she inherits a grand old house on a Caribbean 

island, and is sent away from grey old England to a place where hummingbirds 

hover and monkeys clamber from tree to tree. 

As a lady of property Idie can do as she pleases, so she fills the house with 
exotic animals, keeps her beloved horse in the hallway, and carries a grumpy, 

talking cockatoo called Homer on her shoulder. But the island households as 

many secrets as it does animals, and the truth behind Idie's inheritance is the 

biggest secret of all . . . 

 
 



SHORT LISTED YOUNG ADULT BOOKS 
 

Darius the Great is Not Ok by Adib Khorram 
Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about 

Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He's a Fractional Persian--half, his 
mom's side--and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius 

has never really fit in at home, and he's sure things are going to be the same 

in Iran. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything 

changes. Soon, they're spending their days together, playing soccer, eating 

faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop. Sohrab calls him 

Darioush--the original Persian version of his name--and Darius has never 
felt more like himself than he does now that he's Darioush to Sohrab.  
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the 

Dominican Republic. But this time, on the day when his plane is 

supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying 

people. In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal's office, 
where her mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died 

in a plane crash. Separated by distance - and Papi's secrets - the two girls 

are forced to face a new reality in which their father is dead and their lives 

are forever altered. And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of 

their father, they learn of each other. 

Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys 

Josie Moraine wants out of The Big Easy - she needs more than New 

Orleans can offer. Known locally as a brothel prostitute's daughter, she 

dreams of life at an elite college, far away from here. But then a mysterious 

death in the Quarter leaves Josie caught between her ambition and a 

clandestine underworld. New Orleans is luring Josie deeper in as she 

searches for the truth, and temptation beckons at every turn. 

The Housekeeper & the Professor by Yoko Ogawa 
He is a brilliant maths professor with a peculiar problem - ever since a 

traumatic head injury seventeen years ago, he has lived with only eighty 

minutes of short-term memory. She is a sensitive but astute young 

housekeeper who is entrusted to take care of him. Each morning, as the 

Professor and the Housekeeper are reintroduced to one another, a strange, 
beautiful relationship blossoms between them 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William 
Kamkwamba 

When William Kamkwamba was just 14 years old, his family told him that 

he must leave school and come home to work on the farm – they could no 

longer afford his fees.  Malawi is a country battling AIDS, drought and 

famine, and in 2002, a season of floods, followed by the most severe famine 
in fifty years, brought it to its knees. Forced to leave school, with no hope 

of raising the funds to go again, William resorted to borrowing books from 

the small local library to continue his education. One day he picked up a 

book about energy, with a picture of a wind turbine on the front cover. 

Fascinated by science and electricity, William decided to build his own. 
Ridiculed by those around him, and exhausted from his work in the fields 

every day, and using nothing more than bits of scrap metal, old bicycle parts 

and wood from the blue gum tree, he slowly built his very own windmill. 

All the shortlisted books are available from the library. Email 
library@cranbrok.kent.sch.uk to borrow a book and be part of Page Turners. 
Why not take a look at the website to find out more 
https://pageturnersbookaward.co.uk/ 
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CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed this wonderful book 
– ‘The Boy who Harnessed the Wind’ by 
William Kamkwamba. It made me reflect 
on the things that I take for granted in my 
daily life and opened my eyes to the suf-
fering of Malawians during their famine of 
2002. The author brought electricity and 
hope to his village thanks to his determi-
nation to self-educate when school was 
an impossibility for him. 

GC 

'Darius the Great is Not Okay' - a great 
read about friendships and why they 
sometimes work and sometimes don't! 
Set mostly in Iran with masses of cul-
tural references to food, customs and 
lifestyle. Loved it! 

CN 

mailto:library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk


 

 

Issue: 5 

 

If you have found an interesting word in your own reading recently, let us know 
the word and where you found it, so that we can feature it in Library News! 
Email us at library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

For example:  

 

Mr Case’s word of the week is from Imperium by Robert 
Harris. 

 

 

 

 

A1 E1 D2 I1 L1 E1 

 

Noun either of two (later four) Roman magistrates responsible for pu-
bic buildings and originally also for the public games and the supply of 
corn to the city. The front cover shows one of the men who held this 
post: Cicero. 

Word of the Week 

Interesting words from your own reading books 

Image: Close up Samuel Johnson Folio and Abridged dictionaries – 
letter M.JPG; author Jkarjalainen CC BY-SA 3.0 

Answers to last week’s puzzles: 

Chess: The black queen can checkmate by moving backwards to the square labelled h6. In chess notation, 
that is Qh6#. 

Words of the day: (1) distort (2) diminutive (3) dormant (4) diligence (5) doppelganger 
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(courtesy of kidchess.com) 

CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Time for chess!  
It’s black’s move. How is checkmate 
possible in one move?  
 

Pawns can be powerful! 

Clue: 
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