
                                                                         

 

 
 
6 November 2020 
 
 
Letter from the Headmaster to all parents – Lockdown arrangements 
 
Dear parent, 
 
My letters to you all seem to have become a weekly occurrence – perhaps not surprising 
given all that is happening at the moment on the Covid front!  
 
You will no doubt be aware that schools are exempt from the current national lockdown ruling. 
This is good news for our young people, whose education has been disrupted for far too much 
of the time already this year.    
 
Needless to say, we are not immune from new regulations ourselves, however, so I thought I 
would try and capture some of the key points to bear in mind at whole school level.  
 
First and foremost, we do need to know from you three things regarding health: 
 
We need to know if any child remains or has become Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV). 
You will receive a letter from the GP or NHS if they are deemed CEV. We will arrange for 
Remote Learning in these cases.  
 
We also need to know if your child remains or has become Clinically Vulnerable. Attendance 
can of course continue in these cases, but we are very keen to support families in line with 
current guidance.  
 
Thirdly, we clearly need to know as soon as possible if your child needs to isolate. On no 
account send your son or daughter into school if you have a confirmed case of Covid in your 
household or if they manifest any of the recognised symptoms. Our impression is that testing 
turnaround times have improved drastically, meaning that this should be a much less 
disruptive process.  We will of course arrange for Remote Learning in these cases as well. 
 
Regarding changes to our measures in school, we have very recently updated our Risk 
Assessment document and Standard Operating 
Procedure:  https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/covid-19-support/ 
 
The key things to note are: 
 

• Face-coverings must be worn by everyone when they are inside school buildings. This 
applies to all Year Groups and staff.  

 

• Sixth Formers must wear face coverings in classrooms during lessons. Other Year Groups 
are currently exempt from wearing face coverings in lessons.  

 

• Inter-school activities have been cancelled until further notice.   
 

• After school activities are restricted currently to academic intervention. (We are very keen 
to resume sports clubs and other enrichment activities after school, but the guidance 
currently does not allow for this. We will notify parents as soon as possible of there is any 
change to this ruling. Such activities are therefore suspended during the Lockdown.) 

https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/covid-19-support/


                                                                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Extra-curricular activities on Saturdays are cancelled during the current Lockdown.  
 
On a more general note, it is excellent that teaching and learning in the school are back in full 
swing. Naturally, this means that we are now in the season of assessments. Allied to this, we 
are implementing a programme of interventions to support students in all Year Groups and 
across the curriculum in their academic pursuits. The following arrangements have been put in 
place for students taking public exams later this school year:  
 
Year 11 and 13 Internal Assessments: 
 
To enable students and teachers to assess academic progress during the year, we are adding 
two additional summative data collection points in the second half of the Winter and Spring 
term. These will be in the form of in-class tests and students will be informed of the content 
and time by their teachers, the results of them will be published on the parental portal. We 
encourage all students to take these tests seriously and make the most of the additional 
opportunity to show their teachers the academic progress they are making during this difficult 
time.  
 
Lastly, it just remains for me to wish you the very best for the weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr John Weeds 
Headmaster 
 
 
 


