
                                                                         

 

 
 
 
27 November 2020 
 
 
Letter from the Headmaster to all parents – Covid-19 update 
 
Dear parent, 
 
As you may know by now, we have had a number of confirmed cases of Covid-19 in Years 9, 
10 and 12 this week. This has led to a number of students having to isolate for 14 days. The 
actions we have taken are as follows:  
 
Year 9: these students are isolating until the evening of Sunday 6th December and will return 
to lessons onsite on Monday 7th. There have now been five confirmed cases in this year 
group.  
 
Year 10: these students are also isolating until the evening of Sunday 6th December and will 
return to lessons onsite on Monday 7th. This week there have been four confirmed cases in 
this year group. 
 
Year 12: we have 37 students isolating until Thursday 3rd December, with students returning 
to lessons onsite on Friday 4th.  
 
Please will parents inform the school of illness leading to absence from Remote Learning, 
including especially of course a confirmed positive test result.  
 
These are necessary measures in response to a spike in cases in our community, mirrored 
very much by experiences in other schools locally at different times during this term. By 
comparison we fared very well up to the October Half Term. Our decisions have been based 
on guidance from our area health protection colleagues and the analysis of close contacts.  
 
In all cases we have adopted a first response involving the isolation of the whole year group. 
This is the safest way to minimise the spread of infection within the school population. If and 
when it is safe to do so, we will bring students back onsite for conventional lessons. If we 
judge that this is too risky we will continue the isolation of the year group and maintain 
Remote Learning for continuity of education. It is quite possible that we isolate fully rather than 
partially in future. We also consider this to be the most effective way to reduce the spread of 
infection. 
 
I am sorry that this appears disruptive, but our remote learning capability has improved 
significantly and will continue to do so.  We aim to minimise disruption to teaching and 
learning and our MS Teams-based approach is proving a very effective substitute for the real 
classroom.  However please do bear with us as we get the Remote Learning lessons in 
place.  This often means a quick adaptation and re-planning for teachers. We will of course 
continue to have a number of staff absent from school as well as students. 
 
Please can I remind you of the well-publicised symptoms of a persistent cough, high 
temperature or loss of taste/smell, we are now also informed of other symptoms that may 
indicate Covid infection, such as loss of appetite, diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting, extreme 
tiredness, headaches, joint pain, sore throat, sneezing, and altered consciousness. We would 
also advise in such cases, during this time of the pandemic,  that you do not send your child 
into school. If you are in any doubt please seek a Covid test and exercise extreme caution.  



                                                                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to update the standard system of controls (Risk Assessment and Standard 
Operating Procedure) already in place and incorporate any adaptations necessary to reduce 
the spread of Covid in school.  Please reiterate to your child the mantra of “Hands, Face, 
Space”.    
 
For those of you with children using school transport, please may we remind you again that 
they must wear their masks at all times when travelling on the school buses and minibuses.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and best wishes for the weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr John Weeds 
Headmaster 
 
 
 


