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FEATURED AUTHOR: 

BRAM STOKER  
 
Bram Stoker 
(1847–1912) was 

an Irish writer 

best known for 
the Gothic horror 

tale Dracula. 

Although he could not stand or 

walk until he was seven, Stoker 
outgrew his weakness to become 

an outstanding athlete and foot-

ball player at university, where he 

earned a degree in mathematics.  

For 27 years, Bram worked as the 

manager of the great actor Sir 

Henry Irving. 

Turning to fiction late in life, Stok-
er published his first novel in 
1890. The Snake’s Pass is a ro-

mantic thriller with a bleak west-
ern Ireland setting. His master-

piece, Dracula, appeared in 1897.  

The story is that of a Transylvani-

an vampire who, using supernatu-
ral powers, makes his way to Eng-

land and there victimizes innocent 
people to gain the blood on which 

he survives.  

The protagonists of the novel—Dr 

Abraham Van Helsing, an expert 
on obscure diseases, Jonathan 

Harker, and his friends—have 

many hair-raising adventures in 

their quest to destroy Dracula. 

This immensely popular novel en-

joyed equal success in several ver-

sions as a play and as a film.   

 

HELLO ALL!  Library News is Cranbrook School’s library 

newsletter in which we share reading recommendations, 

reviews, and other book-related articles.  
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BOOKS TO 

BORROW FOR 

HALLOWEEN 

 

Here are just 
some of the exciting books 
available from the library. To 
borrow these, or any other 
book, please email the librari-
ans: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 
(KS3) Cirque du Freak Darren 

Shan. Darren goes to a banned 
freak show with his best mate Ste-

ve. It's the wonderfully gothic 

Cirque Du Freak where weird, 
frightening half-human / half-

animals appear who interact terri-

fyingly with the audience. Darren, a 
spider freak, 'falls in love' with 

Madam Octa—an enormous taran-
tula and determines to steal it  so 

that he can train it to perform 

amazing deeds. But his daring theft 
goes horribly wrong. Atmospheric, 

funny, realistic, moving and... ter-
rifying! 

(KS4) Department 19 Will Hill. 

When Jamie Carpenter's mother is 
kidnapped by strange creatures, 

he finds himself dragged into the 
government's most secret agency. 

Department 19 can help Jamie to 

find his mother, and to kill the 
vampires who want him dead. Un-

fortunately, there is something 
much older stirring, something 

even Department 19 can't stand up 

against… 
(KS5) *NEW* Cujo Stephen King. 

Once upon a time, not so long ago, 
a monster came to the small town 

of Castle Rock, Maine… He was not 

a werewolf, vampire, ghoul, or 
unnameable creature from the en-

chanted forest or snot wastes; he 
was only a cop. 
(Non-fiction)  

Religion and the decline of magic 
– Keith Thomas  

The Witch in History  
– Dianne Purkiss 
A History of Witchcraft  
– Russell, Jeffrey B.  

Halloween Edition 
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Halloween Edition 

CSPA/LIBRARY SHORT STORY COMPETITION  

If you wish to enter this annual competition, you will need to write an orig-

inal story on a theme of your choice. It must be no longer than 1000 
words. Entries must be typed and handed to your tutor or your English 

teacher. Please write your name and year group on the back of each sheet.  

All short-listed stories will be sent to Marcus for judging and prizes of £75 

will be awarded for first prize and £25 for second prize in three age groups: 

Year 7/8, Year 9/10/11 and Sixth Form.  

The closing date for the competition is Wednesday 4th November, 2020. 

Reviews: If you have read a book that you have particu-

larly enjoyed, please write a short review  (maximum 200 

words) and email it to the librarians for publication in the next 

edition of Library News. 

Break-time Brainteaser: Find the fun and spooky words in the 
word search below. Mark the word search with a highlighter tool in 

your pdf viewer. No paper entries, please. Email your completed 
word search to the librarians—there will be a lucky dip to choose 

the prize-winners from entries received by 3.35 pm on Tuesday 20th. 

CONTACT US WITH YOUR BOOK REQUESTS, REVIEWS, ARTICLES AND 

IDEAS: library@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 
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