
                                                                         

 

25 September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Boarding Parents, 
  
I hope you and your families are in good health and that the term so far is going well for you.  
  
It appears that just as we are approaching half term, an increasing number of Covid cases is 
being reported in the news. We are anticipating potential disruption to school and boarding 
life in the coming months as a result of this. To reiterate from previous communications, we 
will isolate houses if a student becomes symptomatic and we need to await the outcome of a 
test for infection. This is because the house is deemed to be a household. It appears that 
the turnaround time for test results is improving and we would hope not to have to isolate the 
house for more than 72 hours pending the outcome.  
  
In the event of a house isolating, boarders are provided with remote learning. They are 
strongly recommended to remain within the house for the 14 day period and not go home. 
Please let us know if you think this will present any difficulty.  
  
If we have a confirmed infection within the boarding house, we would do the same and 
isolate the house but for the full duration of the 14 day period. We are also most likely to 
isolate a year group in the main school in the event of a confirmed infection within the that 
year group.  
  
Although it remains unlikely, if we were to be locked down locally or nationally, we would 
seek to keep boarding open throughout the period of closure, certainly for up to two weeks.  
  
In none of these cases will we be making any adjustment to our fees. This will only be 
possible in the event of a lengthy national lockdown and following debate by our Governors.  
  
Kirstie Burnett, our Director of Boarding, has confirmed that  in these scenarios the following 
basic principles will apply: meals will mostly be brought up to Houses; school work will be 
available on the Portal.   
 
Finally, if a whole Year Group in the school has to isolate as a result of  a day student 
testing positive, only those boarders in the Year Group affected will need to isolate in each 
house. They would have staggered meals times and allocated bathrooms during the 14-day 
isolation period to enable effective distancing.  The additional expectation will be that they 
will wear masks when not in their dorm/room.  
 
It also seems timely to inform you that boarding will not be open over Half Term, 
unfortunately, as we are implementing a deep clean throughout our accommodation and 
generally our boarding team requires time to recover from a lengthy period of sustained 
work since the beginning of quarantine provision in the middle of August.  
  
We would like to have confirmation from you of your plans for your son/daughter over the 
Half Term break. It is essential that all of our international boarders have made suitable 
arrangements.  
  
 



                                                                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your information, Cranbrook School is a member of the Aegis guardianship organisation. 
If your usual arrangements with your registered guardian are not available, we are able to 
provide you with their details so that you can source suitable registered guardians.  
 
Please could you confirm with your child’s House staff by email or telephone where your 
son/daughter will be during Half Term? This should be done by 9 October at the latest to 
ensure suitable transport is available, as taxis are limited at the end of term. 
  
The school closes for half term at 3.35pm on Wednesday 21st October, with boarding 
Houses closed from 5.30pm.   
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr John Weeds                                   Mrs Kirstie Burnett       
Headmaster                                        Director of Boarding 
  
  

  


