
 
 
 
 
 
21 October 2020 
 
 
 
Headmaster’s Half-Term Newsletter 
 
Dear parent, 
 
I hope you don’t mind one further message from me before we break up for Half Term. I 
know you have had a welter of emails and updates in recent weeks, but I do believe we have 
arrived at a significant milestone and it is time to take stock.  
 
Communications: 
Please do bear with us as we continue to make adjustments to our risk assessments and 
standard operating procedures related to Covid-19. We believe we have got the balance 
about right, but reserve the right to make adjustments in light of changes to the external 
guidance. We intend to upload updated versions of both at the start of next half term and will 
notify you when we have done so.  
 
We are pleased with the success of our first ever online parents’ evening last month and will 
be repeating the process for Year 11 parents on Tuesday 10th November. Please look out for 
details of how to log on.   
 
Assessment:  
We are disappointed at the lack of clarity about GCSE and A-level examination processes 
next summer. We are equally disappointed that the adjustments made by Exam Boards 
have been minimal. We believe that it is likely that Centre Assessed Grades will form some 
part of the assessment process next summer. What this means in practical terms is that 
students in Years 11 and 13 must pay particular attention to the schedule of internal 
assessments throughout this year and treat any form of reported assessment / mock exam 
as if it were a public exam. The reason for this is that results achieved internally in school 
during the year may well count towards a student’s actual final GCSE or A-level grade. 
We will issue more information to students and yourselves about our assessment processes 
this year early next term. 
 
Intervention:     
Because of the disruption over the last few months and in view of the funding we have 
received from the government to address this, we are beginning our academic support work 
with students in all year groups in earnest after half term break. We are focusing on Years 
11 and 13 in the first instance, but will not neglect to provide support to all other year groups 
as the year progresses. Much of this work will be tailored to students’ particular needs, whilst 
allowing at the same time for more generic input on study skills in particular where this is 
needed. Again, we will publish more detail to specific year groups as the schedule gets 
under way.    
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Remote Learning:  
We have now produced a Remote Learning Plan which sets out what we will do and how we 
will do it, if and when the time comes to move into online teaching mode. Our IT Department 
has worked incredibly hard to get us into a position where wifi is accessible across the site, 
MS Teams is our default communications and in-house learning platform and all staff have 
laptops to facilitate remote access to the network whenever and wherever they need it. Your 
children will benefit hugely from these developments. Regardless of whether there is a 
lockdown or not.  
 
OFSTED Assurance Visit:  
We had a visit from OFSTED inspectors to our boarding community very recently as part of 
a nationwide programme to quality assure residential schools in light of the impact of the 
pandemic. I am pleased to say this went very well, but I can’t go into any more detail than 
that at this stage. There will be no overall judgement on this occasion. Thank you to all 
involved.  
 
Last not but not least, thank you for your support through a most challenging time. Please 
will you raise a virtual glass of something celebratory over half term to thank our wonderful 
teaching and support staff. Without their incredible feats of endurance over the last few 
weeks, I doubt whether we would be in as good a shape as we are at the moment.   
 
It is particularly encouraging to see the green shoots of recovery evident on the sports field – 
“Super Saturdays” – and in the Performing Arts Centre – the return of “the Peris”! Thank you 
so much to Mrs. Coleman and Mrs. Hastings for the tireless efforts on these fronts.  
 
Do have a great break. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr John Weeds 
Headmaster 
 
 


