
Letter from Mr Johnson to parents of students in Years
7 to 11 24.03.20

Dear Parents, 

As we move towards the end of the second day out of school, I wanted to acknowledge and
thank parents and students for the many positive comments and encouragement we have 
received. Additionally, the enthusiasm we have witnessed from many students in seeking to
harness their own learning, through proactively working on tasks set and found on Portal, 
together with wider competitions and the energising of online communities, has been 
excellent to witness. I attach a reminder of the distance learning programme for Years 7-10.
Year 11 are also receiving suggested tasks in their email inboxes as we advance our 
preparations for post-GCSE provision for them. More details to follow on this in due course.

Distance Learning 

A few pointers that I would be grateful of you supporting us with:

- Direct any login or Portal issues to our IT Network Team: 
helpdesk@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk.

- Students should return set tasks to their class teachers (or if different, as directed in the 
task instruction).

- Please just send the homework that we’ve asked for. If we set you classwork tasks then 
we will trust that you have done them, especially if we also sent answers to help you 
check your own work.

- Please be mindful of how it is sent. Where possible, type it in to a word document or 
send directly in an email. Please avoid sending huge numbers of photos of work as 
not everybody’s home technology is supporting these. 

- Please encourage your children to spend the appropriate amount of time on tasks set, 
keeping to the timetable, so, ensuring breadth and challenge.

- With this increased exposure to online networking, please do encourage your children 
to be responsible and use platforms healthily. Our IT code of conduct is something we
are all measured by. 

Whilst we are no longer in day to day contact in school time, your child’s pastoral 
network is still very much alive and keen to support them through this challenging 
time. As such, Heads of House and tutors are a first port of call for anyone desiring 
support or advice. 

Wider Opportunities for Enrichment and Well Being 

In addition to the work on Portal, we are encouraging all our students to use this 
opportunity to widen their own critical and creative thinking through entering competitions 
and accessing online learning opportunities that they might not have considered in 
everyday circumstances. As such, please do discuss the following opportunities with your 
child. Please do encourage your child to let their tutor and/or subject teacher know if they 
choose to enter as we are keen to encourage and celebrate their participation! 

Compassion & Action (for all year groups)



InvestIN Education was founded on the premise that young people should be excited about
the future; a future that they can shape themselves. Amidst the problems caused by Covid-
19 InvestIN is calling upon all ambitious young people to join their 'Compassion and Action 
Movement'. They are inviting students aged 12-18 to deliver the most inspiring and creative
message of hope they can muster. Entries can be in any form: a video, mood board, poem, 
piece of art - whatever allows you to best express yourself! Entries should be based on a 
theme of 'Compassion and Action.' InvestIn judges will compile a shortlist of the best 
entries and compile a 'Compassion and Action' collage which will be circulated globally, 
with the names of the winners fully-credited. For each entry received InvestIn will make a 
donation to the World Health Organisation's Covid-19 Solidarity Response Fund. By 
contributing to this movement you will therefore help improve both mental and physical 
health, through messages of hope and assistance to experts who are working tirelessly to 
find solutions. More details and how to take part from 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCVz5Nes- 
WosoxSjbBsUA_HMBhobeJCH9DRJ27oO78wGz-IQ/viewform 

Stephen Spender Prize (for all year groups)

After yesterday’s shared competition from RS, today’s recommendation is attached. 
Courtesy of the MFL department, students are encouraged to translate a poem of their 
choosing in to English in pursuit of the Stephen Spender Prize. 

PE with Joe Wicks

‘PE With Joe’ is airing on his YouTube channel from Monday to Friday at 9am. Already 
popular with all ages, this free workout can be undertaken in the home at 9am, or later in 
the day, should you require energising. Popular with a number of our students already, we 
thoroughly recommend. 

We very much hope that all our students and their families are safe and respecting the 
expectations of the Prime Minister’s Lockdown. 

Launch of the Library News Letter - "Reading gives us someplace to go when we 
have to stay where we are"

Please find attached a copy of 'Library News' which Mrs Newman will produce regularly so 
we can all exchange news and views about the books we like. Please write some reviews 
of books you've recently enjoyed so she can pass these on to others. She is also looking 
into introducing a review league table to encourage you to read and produce as many 
reviews as you can. 

Should parents or students have any recommendations of their own or uncover any gems 
that we could all make use of, please do share with me. 

Continued best wishes to you and your families…and enjoy your reading. 

Chris Johnson

Assistant Head – Lower School

Library newsletter March 2020

Stephen Spender poetry translation competition

https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Stephen-Spender-poetry-translation-competition.pdf
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Library-NEWSLETTER-MARCH-2020.pdf
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