
FW: Important information about GCSE results 
20.03.20 
 
 
Dear Year 11 Parents,  
 
It is with a very heavy heart that we end our term today, within both unsettling and 
unprecedented circumstances.  
 
As you will have learned from the Prime Minister’s Press Conference, Thursday 19th March, your 
child will receive GCSE results. The Secretary of State for Education has confirmed that students 
will get a grade and a qualification in August, though the methodology for calculating these is not 
yet clear. We await further information.  
 
With this in mind, we urge our Year 11 students commit to the following in order to prepare for all 
eventualities:  

• All notes, exercise books, folders and assessed work, completed exam papers and 
wider subject materials be kept (in the event they are called upon for evidence or 
should further assessment be stipulated).  

• With reference to GCSE subjects that have a coursework, practical or portfolio 
component, ensure it has been completed to as high a standard as possible 
(relevant to subjects with deadlines still open).  

Year 11 mock grades and wider performance data will undoubtedly be called upon by exam 
boards as part of this process and as such we are confident that our Year 11 students are in as 
good a place as any institution, having undertaken two GCSE mock exam periods (Dec and 
Feb.) that allow us to confidently present both their working levels and (what is now hypothetical) 
targeted achievement in the summer. With our internal deadline for marks being Monday 23rd 
March, we intend to report to you progress and achievement next week via Portal.  
 
Given yesterday’s announcement, your children are now of course facing a significant period 
away from school, and as such we must ensure they have a suitable directed learning 
programme. Understandably lacking the motivation of GCSE exams, it is important we pitch this 
correctly and appropriately, ensuring what is a challenging circumstance can be channelled in to 
something positive, allowing them to prepare for post 16 study in addition to keeping both minds 
and bodies stimulated. Building interest and skill independently will undoubtedly sharpen skills of 
independence and resilience, not to mention passion and drive to succeed. It is our collective 
responsibility to ensure this happens and is sustained throughout the months ahead. As such, 
please bear with us, as we structure and create such a programme. I intend to communicate with 
you at the earliest opportunity next week.  
 
These are uncertain and emotionally difficult times for our children. The dedication and 
commitment to study and the sacrifices that this entails have not gone unnoticed. Please be 
assured that we at Cranbrook will continue to work hard to support their learning remotely. We 
care deeply about our students and will miss them.  
 
I send you and your families best wishes and look forward to seeing you and your children again 
soon.  
 
 
Chris Johnson 
Assistant Head – Lower School 

 


