
FW: Pre-A Level Courses - Year 11 Parents 16.04.20 
 

Dear Year 11 Parents, 

I do hope that you and your families are all well. 

I have just emailed all Year 11 students with the text below and would like to share this information 
with you. Please do also pass this on as many students do not routinely check their school email 
accounts. Basically, we would like to start the Pre-A Level courses next week and feel this will be a 
useful venture in this very strange situation that your children now find themselves in. I have asked 
the departments to ensure that the work is appropriate and not too difficult at this stage as the aim is to 
build confidence in their chosen subjects. The work will be gone over when we are back in school but 
this will be brief just to check understanding. Each subject will set a formal test based on the course 
soon after we are all back at school and this will have the joint benefit of providing motivation for the 
students now and also allow us to check understanding. If a student, for any reason, is unable to 
complete the courses, we will help them catch up in due course. 

If you have any questions, please do contact me. SwinburneD@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

Kind regards, 

  

David Swinburne 
Head of Sixth Form / Assistant Head 

  

Pre-A Level Courses 

Next Monday 20th April, you are due to start Pre-A level Courses working from home. These courses, 
in the first instance are planned to run until the summer half term (subject to any national changes) 
and then we will review the situation for after half term. The aim of these courses is to gain 
familiarisation with your chosen A levels and to start A level work in those subjects. The work will be 
chosen carefully so that it is suitable to do as self-study at home and it is also likely to be easier A 
level tasks. Any students who are unable to fully complete these courses would therefore be able to 
catch-up easily when possible. 

You will find this work on the School Portal – once there, click on Year 11 and then one of your 
chosen A level subjects. Look then for a folder called ‘Pre-A level 1 Summer Term up to April 24’ 
and you will find the first package of work for that subject for you to complete at home. Further 
folders will be placed in due course (the second will be titled ‘Pre-A level Package 2 Week Beg April 
27’). Subjects will also be running occasional online video lessons (information about these will 
follow in due course). 

You are required to take Pre-A Level courses in your three A level options identified recently. You 
can take a fourth subject course if: 

a. You intend to study four A levels on the basis of very high mock grades and all four have 
been entered on the recent options form.  



b. You have a question mark about one of your three options and would like to try an additional 
subject. This needs to comply with the blocking structure that was shown on the last options 
form and please be aware that we cannot guarantee all possible future changes. If you wish 
to study a fourth Pre-A level course in this situation, please do email me with this choice 
asap.  

I may also be asking some students individually to choose a fourth Pre-A Level Course to study 
because there is a doubt as to whether all their first three choices are sensible at this stage. 

The amount of work set on Portal for each subject should equate to approximately 3 to 4 hours per 
week. You will need to complete all tasks properly and keep the work in a folder ready to show the 
teachers when back in school (no need to email). However, teachers may occasionally identify an 
assessment task to be emailed back to them but this will be made clear. A formal test based on each 
Pre-A level course will be planned straight away for when we are all back in school, and you will be 
expected to prepare and revise for this. 

If you need to update your password to access the Portal, please contact 
potterp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

Your tutors will also be making occasional contact with you to check that everything is going well. If 
you do have issues, you are of course welcome to contact your tutor at any time.  

 


