
Update to all parents on Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
13.03.20 16.50 

 
Dear parent or guardian, 

I am writing to bring you up to date with our response to the announcements by the government 
yesterday on Covid-19.  

Please note that the Category 1/Category 2 of international destinations has ceased because of 
the pandemic nature of the virus.  

Our advice is based on guidance available on the following two websites:  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

and  

www.gov.uk/government/orgamnisations/public-health-england  

We now require any student who has recently developed a new continuous cough and/or a high 
temperature to stay at home and not leave the house for seven days from when the symptoms 
started, in line with the guidance from Public Health England.  

Learning will continue, unless illness prevents it, by means of our online Portal, emails from 
teachers and access to key online learning platforms. Your child must make sure they have an 
up to date network password in order to be able to access the Portal and email systems.  

The Year 10 History trip to the Battlefields of Belgium and France has been postponed 
indefinitely. Further announcements about other overseas visits planned for the summer term will 
be made early next week.  

On boarding, we will require students from the UK to stay at home for seven days if they show 
the symptoms of a continuous cough or a high temperature, as instructed above.  

This also applies to overseas boarders, although we understand the issues for families who 
employ guardians. As we are not able to provide quarantine facilities ourselves, we will expect 
overseas boarders to return home if they show symptoms. If boarding families in such a case 
would prefer to use the services of the guardian, this is acceptable provided the guardian is able 
and prepared to provide stay-at-home provision. If the guardian cannot do this, the boarding 
student will have to return home (please contact the boarding House to arrange taxi transport in 
the usual way). We will understand if you wish your child to return home early. If so, please 
contact the Director of Boarding, Mrs Burnett: burnettk@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk.  

Regarding attendance registration, we aim to be understanding and flexible about monitoring 
attendance through this challenging period. Do not bring your child into school if they show even 
mild symptoms because you are worried about their attendance record. Please flag up their 
absence on the Parent Gateway with the reason and we will mark this as an authorised absence. 
For overseas boarders who may not be able to return home from staying at home abroad for 
seven days, we will also authorise such absences, even this means staying away until after the 
Easter break.  



It is strongly recommended that everyone reading this letter takes note of the guidance from the 
government on how staying at home actually works in practice. (See the links above for details.)  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you any queries.  

Kind regards,  

Dr John Weeds 

Headmaster 

 


