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END OF TERM 

NEWSLETTER 

 

July 2019 

Dear parents and guardians,  

Summer’s here at last and 

how excited are we all to be 

on the verge of six weeks of 

some precious rest and 

relaxation. We have hardly 

had a chance to catch our 

breath during another 

hectic term of exams of one sort or another, 

culminating in our annual Festival Week 

extravaganza.  

Without doubt, the balance between sport, fun, 

learning and action has been better struck in this 

year’s Festival Week programme. 

Congratulations to Mr. Benford for organising 

such a great week.  

Sadly we are saying goodbye to some staff 

leavers this term: 

We bid a fond farewell to Mr Edmunds, Head of 

Chemistry and a great teacher to boot, as he 

moves to Judd School and a PhD programme at 

Reading University. 

Miss Bennett moves on to the Woodbridge 

School in Suffolk to the teaching of Classics 

purely, having trained and taught here in classics 

and religious studies. We wish her and her 

fiancé all the very best on their next steps 

Mr Ansette joined us in Jan 2017 and has given 

sterling service in the Maths department and 

even more importantly founded computing for 

the first time in the school. This was a major 

contribution to our development as a school in 

such a short space of time.  

Mr Duddle leaves us for retirement having 

joined the school in September 1985. We will 

sorely miss his dry wit and passion in the most 

fiendishly complex aspects of maths. It is highly 

likely that we will continue to see him in the 

classroom next year continuing to share with us 

his further maths expertise.  

Last but not least and after a mammoth 37 

years’ service at Cranbrook, we bid a very fond 

farewell to Mr Sykes, Head of Horsley Boys. Mr 

Sykes is one of those rare people in education 

who can make the most challenging of problems 

- academic or pastoral - seem manageable; and 

he can do so with a wry smile that suggests that 

he has seen it all before and that there is 

nothing that can't be put right by simply talking 

things through and using a bit of common sense. 

There's a lot to be said for that. Generations of 

Horsley Boys (and their parents, some of whom 

themselves were Horsley Boys with Mr Sykes) 

have benefitted from this. What a lot of people 

won't know is that Mr Sykes, in his spare time, is 

a parish priest. This is a very demanding job in 

its own right - every bit as challenging as 

teaching, if not more so. One thing we can all be 

sure of is that Mr Sykes is very good at it and will 

go building an excellent congregation and an 

excellent reputation in the diocese.  
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Parents who live more locally may be interested 

in the new Rolvenden Rocket school bus service 

which will operate from Rolvenden to Cranbrook 

School (stopping at Benenden en route) from 

September 2019. For full details and who to 

contact, please see information on our website.  

Following on from the funeral of former student 

Freddie McLennan who tragically lost his life 

recently while on a gap year in Bolivia, Freddie’s 

parents have set up a Just Giving page in his 

memory to best convey Freddie’s love of sport, 

particularly football. Football Beyond Borders is 

a fitting organisation that helps disadvantaged 

young people to reengage in education through 

the medium of football. Freddie would have 

been pleased to help youngsters that aren’t 

lucky enough to have had the opportunities that 

he did. On his parents’ behalf, we share his Just 

Giving page for anyone who would like to 

donate: 

https://www.justgiving.com/Miranda-Porritt1 

Thank you to all our parents for the support you 

have given us this term.  

Have an excellent summer break and see you in 

September! 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Dr John Weeds 

  

https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/THE-ROLVENDEN-ROCKET-SCHOOL-BUS-SERVICE-TO-CRANBROOK-SCHOOL.pdf
http://www.footballbeyondborders.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/Miranda-Porritt1
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JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING 

We held our first ever Junior Prizegiving event 

on Friday 21st June. 

Following the school’s change of age range in 

2016, this was the first time pupils in Years 7, 8 

and 9 were able to come together to celebrate 

their own achievements and at a the same time 

enjoy the blossoming musical life at the school.  

The best of what the school has to offer was 

clearly on display on a thoroughly enjoyable 

afternoon. Guest speaker, Sufiya Ahmed – 

author of teen fiction best seller The Secrets of 

the Henna Girl – gave an inspiring talk at the 

event of the need to follow one’s dreams and to 

never give up. 

Earlier in the day, Sufiya had spent a lot of time 

with Year 7 and Year 8 pupils focussing on 

creative writing and the life of a parliamentary 

researcher (her chosen field before going into 

writing). Music on offer really spanned the 

generations – Debussy, Brahms and Tarrega on 

the on hand to Sam Smith, The Clash and 

George Ezra on the other. All of it performed 

superbly by students Milos and Louis Foy (Years 

7 and 9), the Year 7 Singing Group, Year 7 rock 

outfit Distracted, Year 8 drummers, The 

Djembes, Year 9 band Bombinate, Year 9 

classical guitarist Pablo Garcia. 

As Head John Weeds put it, “All in all an 

excellent first ever Junior Prizegiving. All our 

junior pupils have performed well and provided 

us with a really fitting celebration to mark our 

first complement of Years 7,8 and 9.It just goes 

to show what a successful change this was for 

the school.” 
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PIERS SELLERS MEMORIAL TALK 
In honour of notable Cranbrook Alumni Piers 

Sellers OBE, research and NASA astronaut (1955-

2016), we were delighted to welcome Felicity 

Aston MBE to present the second memorial talk 

on Wednesday 22nd May at the Queen’s Hall 

Theatre.   

 

Sharing her own experiences, Felicity described 

life on an Antarctic Research Station, completely 

isolated from the rest of the world for seven 

months of the year - the wildlife, the scenery, 

and the science.  Felicity explained the research 

being undertaken in Antarctica and why it is 

globally important that this science is allowed to 

continue. 

It was a fascinating and engaging evening, which 

was enjoyed by the appreciative audience. 

If you would like to find out more about Felicity 

and her extensive work in Polar Exploration and 

research, please visit her website: 

www.felicityaston.co.uk 

 

OLD CRANBROOKIANS’ AFTERNOON TEA 
On Friday 5th July, we welcomed a number of Old Cranbrookians back to their former school for an 

afternoon event.  Guests were able to view an art display entitled ‘A Celebration of the Arts at 

Cranbrook’, which featured works by past and present students, live music and the much celebrated 

production of Hairspray.  Afternoon tea 

was set up on the Performing Arts Centre 

lawn, and guests enjoyed catching up 

with old school friends in the summer 

sunshine.  

It was a wonderful, friendly event which 

was very much appreciated by all those 

who attended. 

  

http://www.felicityaston.co.uk/
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NEW DAY HOUSE: LYNX 
 

 

Lynx House is in its embryonic stages with the 

pictured Sixth Form team here being influential 

in shaping the future. We started with the 

name, and having been given a short list of 

possibilities to consider, the students 

immediately pounced on lynx. Its history comes 

from the very beginnings of the school with 

William Lynch carrying out the wishes of John 

Blubery from his will, and Simon Lynch later 

ensuring the continuation of schooling in 

Cranbrook. The Lynch family crest contained 

‘three rampant lynxes’ and these were later 

adopted by the school in the late 19th Century. 

Congratulations go to house captains Olympia 

Anley and Harvey Thrower, and school prefects 

Willow Goldfinch, Darcey Walker, Tristan-

Warburton Smith and Freddie Todd on their 

appointments. All of the Sixth Form team are 

involved in various roles going forward and have 

already been busy successfully welcoming the 

new Year 9 and Year 12 students into the house 

during their induction day on Friday 28th June. 

The team have selected four choices of house 

colours for the whole house to vote upon in 

September and are looking forward to being a 

united group in the Sixth Form Centre at the 

start of the new academic year. We already have 

our motto, ‘Nosce te ipsum’, and Willow has 

designed the Lynx logo: 

 

While researching lynx as a spirit animal, 

students found that it symbolises ‘awareness, 

change, ability, confidence, intuition, instinct, 

comfort, foresight, loyalty, independence, 

passion, patience, tranquillity, secrets, revealing 

secrets, trust, and understanding the unseen,’ 

which gives us plenty to contemplate in our first 

term together. We are all looking forward to 

making Cranbrook School history. 

Miss Mills, Head of Lynx Day House
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LUNCHTIMES IN THE LIBRARY 

 

Lunchtimes in the library for the last two terms have been a hive of activity following the ban on 

mobile phones in school hours. Students from all year groups are spending time together playing 

board and card games and communicating face to face rather than via screens! It is a real joy to see 

traditional games of Snakes and Ladders, Ludo and chess being played alongside Top Trumps, 

Bananagrams and Connect – and not phone a sight. 

 

 

WEBSTER GIRLS

 

Webster Girls held their traditional end of summer term picnic last week with the girls contributing 

cakes, snacks, and fruit to the event. All the food was eagerly devoured and they took part in some 

fun games on the lawn outside the Performing Arts Centre organised by Polly Flanders.  
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HORSLEY GIRLS 
After several months of concerted knitting by Horsley Girls (and their friends and families!), 80 

squares were sewn together into a magnificent blanket and sent off to the charity Woolly Hugs, 

which works with Refugee Action and the Red Cross to send knitted items to families in refugee 

camps. Horsley received a lovely email from the charity thanking them for their great achievement 

and informing them that the blanket had been sent to a Syrian family, currently living as refugees in 

Kurdistan. 

 

St Dunstan’s Lunchtime Concert 
Since Cranbrook School students performed at St Dustan’s over a year ago, the ex-director of music 

and music coordinator at the church John Williams has invited the students back to perform on a 

regular basis as they had such a positive impact on the audience, the community wanted to see 

more! The students performed an array of styles from baroque to jazz at lunchtime on Thursday 2nd 

May. 
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DEPARTMENT NEWS 
CLASSICS   

The classics department took all of Year 7 for a 

trip to Lullingstone Roman Villa on Wednesday 

3rd and Thursday 4th July 2019 as part of the 

Festival Week celebrations. Students were able 

to see remarkably well-preserved remains of the 

large country villa and explore how British 

Romans went about their lives.  

Remains discovered at the villa include a large 

hoard of jewellery, brooches and pins, as well as 

a lead coffin with an intact skeleton!  

Students also explored the religious significance 

of the site; a later addition to the villa – the 

house-church – contains wall paintings and 

symbols that are some of the earliest evidence 

of Christian worship in the British Isles. The trip 

allowed Year 7 students to put some of their 

Latin learning into action, by completing some of 

the on-site activities looking at the use of Latin 

terms in modern English. It was especially useful 

to be able to see how the Romans lived in 

Britain, and they will be able to draw upon this 

experience in Year 8 when they study the 

Roman invasion and occupation of Britain. 

 

GEOGRAPHY  

Year 10 GCSE Geography Trip to Rye and Pett 

Level 

On Thursday 13th and Friday 14th June, 114 

Year 10 geography students collected data in 

Rye and Pett Level for their paper 3 GCSE exam. 

They spent the morning in Rye asking visitors 

and local residents about the impacts of 

tourism; they also did a clone town survey of the 

high street and completed an environmental 

quality survey. 

 

During the afternoon, they compared the 

managed coastline at Pett Level with the 

unmanaged coastline at Cliff End. This involved 

collecting data for the beach profiles and looking 

at the effectiveness of the groynes. Fortunately, 

the weather was kind to us on both days 

although it was rather gusty on the Thursday 

with the staff almost losing their voices by 

constantly battling with the wind!  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES  

Year 9 French Exchange to Bayeux, May 2019 

Getting up extremely early, we travelled to 

Normandy by coach and had a sunny stop in 

lovely Honfleur. Our first challenge was to look 

natural on the old fashioned carousel ride, and 

then order our first ice cream in French, s’il vous 

plait! We ended our long journey in the wedding 

reception room of the Town Hall (l’Hotel du 

Doyen is not a hotel!). The local representative 

mentioned in her speech that our visit coincided 

with the European Week in Bayeux, so we felt 

doubly welcome. After gifts and drinks, the 

French families took our students away for their 

first evening “en famille”. 

The first morning started in school, and our visit 

fell during the Y9 careers fair in school. Instead 

of lessons, the students were given 20mn 

presentations on various professions organised 

by local adults. I was an insight for everyone on 

that day. After break, we walked to the local 

Médiathèque, where the students had to 

discover the various areas available to the 

public, and explore the French classics in 

children’s books. The travelling desks were a hit, 

as well as the snug reading area. Lunch at school 

and the afternoon started our cultural visit. Our 

guide walked us around the main sites in town, 

and in one hour, we covered 2 centuries of 

mainly Anglo-French history. Hopefully, our 

booklet will help us retain most of the key 

moments… The world famous Bayeux Tapestry 

was next, having been explained during our 

tour. An amazing sight which doesn’t fail to 

impress! It was the perfect introduction to the 

Anglo- French re-enactment battle that took 

place later that day at the laser games. The 

French boys defeated ours, but the English girls 

won their battles! A few of our students reached 

the top score twice!  That evening, we all 

reconciled our differences while tackling the 

avalanche of pizzas that was waiting for us back 

in Bayeux. Topped with a crêpe; the perfect end 

of a very busy first day! 

 

During the week-end, the families organised a 

lot to entertain our students; some went as far 

as Paris, Mt St Michel, Caen, others went to 

castles, adventure parks, aquariums, the beach, 

a dance show, farms, night visits to museums, 

markets… Some played football, mini golf, went 

swimming, others made sushi, attended a 

birthday party or played in an orchestra. It was 

so very varied; it was hard to keep up with their 

news on the Monday! Monday was our 

historical D day. Our guide, who was a parent in 

the exchange last year, gave us the background 

stories of the 6th June 1944.  

We visited the Arromanches museum, climbed 

https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DSC08368.jpg
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DSC08385.jpg
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to the circular cinema to get better acquainted 

with the Normandy landings. We walked around 

the Longues batteries, visited the Pointe du Hoc 

site as well as Omaha beach, where so many 

American troops died on that day. Our last stop 

was the American cemetery, where the moving 

video account of some of the surviving soldiers 

set the scene for the 5pm Retreat Ceremony. 

Many of us learnt a great deal about how WWII 

came to an end 75 years ago. 

 

Our last morning, we gathered with our French 

partners and Mr Wilson taught us 2 Scottish 

dances. It was not as easy as it sounds, as speed 

and coordination were required, but we all gave 

it a try! We finished our visit with a French song 

and some English lyrics, and a photo with the 

other European visitors to the school. It was just 

time enough to spend our last Euros in the local 

supermarket, and we were already going home! 

A packed-full stay, six days spent living the 

French life and experiencing what school cannot 

conjure up in lessons. We are very grateful to 

our hosts for making feel so welcome and 

sharing their daily lives with us. A lot of French 

was spoken and heard! Mr Wilson and Mr 

Johnson both improved daily! 

 

I sincerely hope the students keep in touch with 

their French partner and maintain their linguistic 

and friendship links in the years to come. From 

all of us; MERCI! 

  

https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DSC08405.jpg
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DSC08352.jpg
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SPORT  

VOLUNTEERS 2019 

We are extremely grateful for the support from 

parents this season.  Mrs Bottle, boys and 

girls tennis; Mrs Addis, girls cricket; Mr Herbert, 

U13 Cricket; we couldn't have run all the fixtures 

this term without you.  Thanks very much. 

If there are any other parents keen to help next 

term as a team manager, umpire for hockey, 

referee for rugby or a minibus driver for 

weekday fixtures then please do get in touch 

with Mrs Coleman over the summer.  The PE 

department really appreciate your help and 

enthusiasm.  I know the CSPA also want to hear 

from you to help with the wonderful teas that 

they provide during the autumn and spring 

terms. 

 

YEAR 9 SPORT 

Kit: PE Kit from Phillips Mans Shops as per list 

including white socks and all kit to be named 

please including trainers and equipment. 

Team Kit from Kukri: Online shop for stock 

items. Wait until team selection before 

purchasing. Bespoke tops for Netball and 

Hockey will be advertised in September. 

Fixtures: Most fixtures for next term are already 

organised for Rugby and Hockey and advertised 

on our website: www.cranbrookschool.co.uk   

There are Basketball and other fixtures still to be 

added. Please can parents and students check 

this site regularly as it is ‘live’ to allow last 

minute information/changes/cancellation due to 

adverse weather to be provided.  It is your 

child’s and your responsibility to inform coaches 

well ahead if your son/daughter is not available 

on a Saturday.  If they wish to be selected for 

teams students must attend practices and be 

available for all Saturdays.  It is a commitment. 

Autumn Term Practices 2019: 

Rugby (Boys) Mondays, 3:45-5:15pm 

Dance Mondays, 3:45-5:00pm 

Tri/Running Club  Wednesdays, 3:45-4:45pm 

Hockey (Girls) Thursdays, 3:45-5:15pm 

Basketball  Thursdays, 3:45-5:00pm 

Please note that it is very rare that practices are 

cancelled and students should not listen to 

rumours and always check with their coach or 

Mrs Coleman who is Head of Sport. 

Cardio Gym: Students in Year 9 will be inducted 

to the Cardio gym in their PE lessons and then 

invited to use the facility at lunchtimes and after 

school as they wish.  There is a charge for this 

for day students (boarders already included) to 

allow for the upkeep of the equipment, to invest 

in new equipment and to pay for Scott who is 

our Strength and Conditioning coach who is in 

charge of the gym after school until 5.15 every 

day.  

Charges for Sport: Full details are on the 

website and these charges again are essential in 

helping us to ensure that we have the best 

coaches to support our PE team, as well as 

paying for transport, teas and affiliations etc. 

Billing takes place at the end of each term. 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/


 
13 

Pre- Season Training: The PE Department 

welcome you and look forward to meeting many 

of you at the pre-season Rugby and Hockey 

training on the 30th August from 9:00am-

12:00pm.  

In addition Hockey players are encouraged to 

sign up with Totally Hockey who are running 

their camps at Cranbrook School from Tuesday 

27th to Thursday 29th August. Our very own 

Cranbrook Hockey Lead Coach, Craig Morton, is 

one of the coaches joining a team of 

international players and qualified coaches. 

 

CRICKET 

Boys’ Cricket U13A 

 

The U13A’s began their season on a high by 

beating local rivals Skinner’s by 1 wicket. 

Skinner’s opened the batting well and racked up 

an impressive 110 runs; however, George 

Herbert’s man of the match performance helped 

Cranbrook catch them in the final over. The 

team were unfortunate to have their next match 

vs Langley Park rained off while they were in a 

dominant position and they ended up losing the 

replay to knock them out of the Kent Cup.  

Throughout the rest of the season the team 

showed great promise and managed wins 

against Bethany, Duke of York and Ashford 

School - where Barnaby Webster finished on 58 

not out. Losses to strong Kent College and Judd 

teams littered with county players meant that 

the boys sadly finished their season with a 

reality check and an understanding of what 

cricket looks like at the next level. The signs are 

positive and we are excited for this talented 

group to lead the revival of cricket at Cranbrook 

as they progress through the school. Thanks 

must go to Andrew Herbert who kindly 

volunteered every Saturday to umpire and 

manage the team. Also to Matt Luksich and Alex 

Edwards whose passion and expertise has 

brought our players on leaps and bounds in a 

short space of time.  

 

Boys’ Cricket U15B 

The U15Bs had a positive season showing plenty 

of development and potential for the future. 

Numbers at training were consistently high, 

demonstrating the level of enthusiasm shown by 

the boys. Highlights of season include a 10 

wicket win over Langley Park and a 6 wicket win 

over Duke of Yorks. Special mentions must go to 

Wilf Sellick, Fred Hamlyn, Christian Cooper and 

Charlie Latham for constantly strong 

performances. It would also be wrong not to 

mention Tobi Adeosun, Diego Gervas and Joe 

Cooke, who all took up the game for the first 

time; they all have potential for bright cricketing 

futures ahead. Looking forward, if the boys 

maintain the passion and enthusiasm they have 

shown this season, they will only boost the 

strength of Cranbrook cricket as they move up 

the school. Well done lads! 
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Boys’ Cricket U15A 

This was a season of two stories for the U15a 

team, with a less an ideal start and strong finish. 

The season with started with some tough fought 

fixtures against teams that included Skinners, 

Tonbridge and Langley park. Skinners was tough 

first game especially in the wind and rain, 

skinners put a good score of 167-2 and had a 

strong bowling attack to see the game out for 

them, we then had our first cup of the season 

against Gravesend, which was a difficult game 

for Cranbrook as illness and injury had taken a 

couple key players in the squad and that led to a 

loss putting us in the plate. Things didn’t get 

easier for the boys as next we travelled to 

Tonbridge, to play Tonbridge C team. Things 

looked good at the turn after a knock of 45 from 

the captain. The bowling started well with early 

wickets from Teyen and Max. Cranbrook were 

on the front foot but after some mistakes in the 

field and poor bowling towards the end 

Tonbridge won the with the last ball of the 

game. We then lost the next two games against 

Ashford and  Langley after batting collapses in 

the middle order. But with the return of opener 

James Morgan confidence was high.   

We then played our first plate game and in his 

first game back from injury James scored and 

magnificent 87. Cranbrook then went on to win 

the next 4 games which included and brilliant 

knock of 92 from Benjie against kings 

Canterbury and then in the semifinal of the plate 

vs St Olave’s a brilliant spell in which James took 

4 wickets helped Cranbrook close out the game 

and head to the final.  The final was a hard game 

for us and although we bowled well with Max, 

Benjie and Teyen taking wickets and with Oscar 

and James putting us in a good place after 

opening the batting we couldn’t hold on the lost 

the game. Thank you to all those that played this 

season and stuck through it. Special mentions go 

to Top run scorer: James Morgan and Top wicket 

taker: Oscar Roberts.  

 

Boys’ Cricket 1st XI 

The boys had a tough season, losing 5 and 

winning 1,despite putting in a lot of effort. The 

season kicked off with a tough match against a 

strong skinners side. Despite the valiant efforts 

of Cameroon Cummings and Piers Towsend 

when bowling, and the impressive batting of 

Finn Mcginley, we narrowly lost by 11 runs in a 

tight affair. After a number of matches were 

cancelled due to poor weather, our next match 

was again against Skinners. Unfortunately, we 

performed far worse in this match, as skinners 

comfortably beat us by 8 wickets. Despite this 

hard loss, the boys remained optimistic and 

went into the next game, against the 40 club, 

confident we could grab the first win of the 

season. After some fantastic bowling from Teyen 

Tapper, we easily beat the 40 club for 4 wickets 

but the joy of getting our first win was short 

lived as soon after we played The Judd School 

and the MCC, in which we were comfortably 

beaten both times. The last game of the season 

came against the Lynx Club, where we were 

keen to end the season on a high point but once 

again we were easily dismissed by the 

opposition. Thanks to Mr Wilson for taking us 

this season. 
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Special mention must go to the following 

people: 

All twelve year 10 boys who made their 1st XI 

debuts this season 

Finn McGinley, whose commitment to school 

cricket was unwavering, even during his A-Level 

exams 

Cameron Cummings, who scored his first ever 

century for the 1st XI against an extremely 

strong Old Cranbrookians side (PRIZE ?) 

Captain Percy Christopherson for constantly 

helping to rally the troops and ensure that we 

could field a team 

Coaches Matt Luksich and Alex Edwards. Your 

knowledge of the technical, tactical and 

psychological elements of the game is second to 

none and we are extremely lucky to have had 

your input this season.  

What a great first year embarking on Cricket for 

girls.  All teams have demonstrated the ability to 

learn and improve throughout the season.  With 

a variety of previous experience, the girls have 

risen to the challenge, left Rounders behind 

them and enjoyed some top-class coaching from 

our pro coach Alex Edwards, International player 

Matt Lucksich and recently recruited games 

teacher Sophia Scott. 

 

Girls’ Cricket U13  

The girls enjoyed a workshop with Ashford and 

played four games of Softball.  Although they did 

not secure a win, the losses got closer!  Six 

members of this young team experienced a 

hardball match too.  In Year 7 Tess, Lillian, Issy, 

Beth and Dani demonstrated their prior 

experience with Ogochukwu and Lucia picking 

the game up quickly.  Polly in Year 8 Captained 

the side with mature leadership, ably supported 

by Evie, Chloe and Millie.  These girls have a 

great cricket future ahead of them. 

 

Girls’ Cricket U14 

Led by Kent wicket keeper Maisie Wright, the A 

team steamed their way through their softball 

fixtures and are ready to start on hardball next 

year. If they participate in nets in the Spring 

term, they will be more then ready to take on 

experienced teams from around the area.  Well 

done to them all – a force to be reckoned with.   

It is worth mentioning that there is also much 

potential in many of the B team players if they 

wish to succeed. 

 

Girls’ Cricket U15 

This group played a bit of softball last year and 

picked it up quickly.  A delightful group of girls 

who dedicate themselves to all that they do.  

They have enjoyed their games and although 

they only won 1 game, all the matches were 

close and they certainly enjoyed their away 

matches in the company of Miss Scott and Mrs 

Addis who was our parent volunteer for girls 

cricket. 

The season culminated in an extremely 

enjoyable Inter-house competition where a 

number of girls who had not played 

competitively all season came out and gave it a 

go.  It was especially pleasing to see how many 
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boarders attended to play or support their team 

mates.  I encourage them to start in the nets in 

the Spring term and see how much they can 

improve.  The girls’ enjoyment of this 

competition was clearly evident. 

Thanks for a great season girls! 

 

TENNIS 

Mrs Coleman reports that she has been 

delighted with the boys’ commitment to tennis 

this term.  The coaching received by Hotshotz 

has continued to develop skill, confidence and 

team play in relaxed but focused sessions. 

 

Boys’ Tennis U15 

The U15 competed this year in the 1st division 

of the Aegon Tennis league due to their 

dominance last year in Divison 2.  Apart from 

Sevenoaks who beat them 10-2 all other fixtures 

were extremely competitive.  U15A members 

Victor Thorne, Felix Dear, Robert Finn, Jack 

Groom and Luc Duvoisin finished 3rd in the 

league.  Mrs Coleman would sincerely like to 

thank Victor and Jack for supporting the U13 

Tennis Club after school on Wednesdays as 

Hotshotz young coaches. 

 

Boys’ Tennis U14 

The U14 had a plethora of players to select from 

and the team changed regularly.  They won 3 

lost 1 and qualified for the finals of the U15 

Divison 2 league beating SVS on the way.  They 

finished 4th in the finals – an excellent effort. 

 

Boys’ Tennis U13 

U13 are a force to be reckoned with.  There are 

5 players regularly competing for the top 4 

places and team representation as well as a 

strong B team in the background up and coming.  

The A team came 3rd in their Kent Finals and 

represented the school well. 

 

Boys’ Tennis U12 

U12 have not had the opportunity to compete in 

the league but attended a tournament at 

Sevenoaks to test their skills.  They performed 

really well with a mixed bag of results against 

tough opposition.  They have much potential. 

A huge thanks to Mrs Bottle for her support of 

the boys’ tennis, especially the away fixtures.  

We would not have been able to take part in 

these leagues without her help. 

 

Boys’ Tennis 1st Team 

This year was the first time in a while that 

Cranbrook had a proper 1st boys tennis team 
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and we were tasked with organising our own 

fixtures.  

Our opening game of the season was against 

Tonbridge School 1sts who had already played 7 

matches before our fixture, but nevertheless, 

the Cranbrook boys put up a great fight and 

played some very close games, however we 

lacked the match experience and therefore lost 

our first fixture where the score did not fairly 

reflect our performance on the day. Big thank 

you to Mr Wilson for driving us there. 

 

We bounced back very quickly though, with a 

convincing 9-0 victory against Sevenoaks the 

next week, which gave us the momentum 

needed to continue our season at a high 

standard. As we played more we grew in 

confidence and worked on our shots in training, 

which we also had to organise by ourselves, and 

this allowed us to beat Duke of York’s School  

12-0, although we narrowly lost to Sutton 

Valence 1sts by a singles decider following a tie 

in our doubles matches. 

To finish off the season, the Cranbrook 1sts 

were invited to play a fixture against Eton 

College, with Mr Knight kindly offering to drive 

us up there and support the boys in their 

matches. This was by far the best fixture in 

terms of gameplay and quality of the courts, and 

the Cranbrook tennis players gave it their all 

against a very good and well-matched 

opposition. In singles, we drew with Eton, with 

Alex securing an extremely entertaining win 

against their 1st seed, however, unfortunately, 

we lost 6 out of 9 doubles matches, which 

meant that Eton won the fixture overall, but 

hopefully we can beat them next year.  

Reflecting on the team’s performance over the 

whole of the season, I can say that Dom has 

developed a strong forehand, Guy and Algie 

have become solid singles players, Jol has been 

great at the baseline and Blaise has improved his 

backhand.  

Written by the Captain of the 1st team 

Alex Pavelko, and Jolyon Presland 

 

Girls’ Tennis U13 

 

There hasn’t been a huge amount of tennis 

fixtures for this age group as we have been 

concentrating on cricket but those that have 

been played have been enjoyed by all the girls.  

Stalwarts Polly, Chloe, Evie and Millie represent 

the U13 and Tess, Lucia, Ogo and Lillian the U12. 
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The Junior tennis club running on a Wednesday 

after school has been a great addition with 30 

students regularly attending. A big thanks to Mr 

Robson for his coaching alongside Hotshotz 

head coach Zane Cheeseman. 

 

Girls’ Tennis U14 

A most promising group of tennis players who 

have risen to the challenges of the U15 Division 

2 league.  Comprising Heather, Gabi, Flo and 

Maddie with the odd guest appearance from 

Maisie.  This team qualified for the finals and 

show much promise.  Several other girls in Year 

9 also enjoyed coaching from Hotshotz  in games 

and made good progress through the term. 

 

 

Girls’ Tennis U15 

The U15 had a few changes to the team with 

Paula and Marta joining the school.  Together 

with regular committed players Amelie, Anna, 

Atlanta and Orla these girls played many 

competitive matches and won 80%. 

Girls’ Tennis 1st Team 

The 1st team had only 3 matches against tough 

opposition.  Captained by Marta, there are some 

good tennis players in Year 12 and it has been 

lovely to see them regularly enjoying tennis in 

games. 

A big thank you to Mrs Bottle for transporting 

the girls to away fixtures and helping at home.  

Her input has been invaluable. 

Thanks for a great season everyone! 

 

NETBALL 

A team of Year 12 took part in the Tonbridge 

women’s netball league this summer term to 

prepare and train for the upcoming Sports Tour 

to South Africa.  The aim was to get fitter, 

develop team play and form a strong team bond 

before the tour.  

We began the first few matches getting back 

into the swing of things and also adapting our 

play to play against adults. As the matches 

progressed, we grew stronger as a team which 

enabled us to win the last 3 matches. The last 

match was a real highlight as we beat Hurricanes 

a team who thrashed us earlier on in the season.  

Mrs Coleman said  that we are playing the 

sharpest netball she has seen us play so far and 

we are all very excited to see where we can 

progress to on tour but more importantly for 

our final season at school.  A huge thanks to Mrs 

Gransby for her enthusiasm and coaching court 

side whilst Mrs Coleman umpired.  Thanks to 

our parents for transporting us to Tonbridge 

every Wednesday. 

Jess Withnall (Co-Captain) 
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INTERHOUSE SPORTS DAY 

INTER-HOUSE CRICKET 2019 

Cricket is a new sport for Cranbrook and 

although inexperienced, the girls rose to the 

challenge and everyone had a great morning of 

sport. We have some very talented players 

coming through in Year 9: Grace Barras and 

Heather Cooper are standout players. Two of 

our Spanish Year 9s Alicia and Gabi again 

demonstrated their ability to pick up a new 

sport. Alicia was voted as best newcomer to the 

sport and Gabi for her consistency in catching. 

Other boarders such as Naomi, Eriola, Somma to 

name a few learnt quickly. Erin in Year 10 was 

praised for her bowling improvement. Inara hit 

6’s and bowled so well and was voted as the 

Secret Weapon of Scott. Strength also came 

from Lilly, Amelie Rebecca and Kate - regular 

team players.  

 

 

Girls’ cricket results:  

1st  Horsley  

2nd  Webster  

3rd  Scott 

4th  Blubery 

Boys’ cricket results:  

1st  Allan  

2nd  Webster  

3rd  Cornwallis 

4th  Horsley  

5th Crowden 

6th Rammell 
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Girls’ tennis (Sellers) results:  

1st  Tullet  

2nd  Wallace 

3rd  Henry

Boys’ tennis (Sellers) results:  

1st  Henry  

2nd  Wallace  

3rd  Tullet 

 

Girls’ tennis (senior)  results:  

1st  Scott  

2nd Blubery 

3rd Allan 

4th Webster 

5th Horsley 

Boys’ tennis (senior) results:  

1st  Horsley  

2nd  Allan  

3rd  Crowden 

4th  Cornwallis 

6th Rammell 

 

Girls’ relay (Sellers) results:  

1st  Henry / Tullet / Wallace  

  

  

Boys’ athletics (Sellers) results:  

1st  Henry  

2nd  Wallace  

3rd  Tullet 

 

Girls’ athletics (senior) results:  

1st  Webster  

2nd Allan 

3rd Blubery and Horsley 

4th Scott 

Boys’ athletics (senior) results:  

1st  Cornwallis  

2nd  Crowden  

3rd  Allan 

4th  Horsley 

5th Rammell 

6th  Webster 
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Girls’ Tug of War (senior)  results:  

1st  Red  

2nd Blue 

3rd Green 

Boys’ Tug of War (senior) results:  

1st  Red  

2nd  Blue  

3rd  Green 

 

Girls’ swimming (Sellers) results:  

1st  Henry  

2nd Wallace 

3rd Tullet 

Boys’ swimming (Sellers) results:  

1st  Tullet  

2nd  Henry  

3rd  Wallace 

 

 

Girls’ swimming (senior) results:  

1st  Webster   

2nd Allan 

3rd Blubery 

4th Scott 

5th Horsley 

Boys’ swimming (senior) results:  

1st  Allan  

2nd  Cornwallis  

3rd  Rammell 

4th  Crowden 

6th Webster 
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SPORT NOTICES
 

Sports and Dance clubs: Autumn 2019 

 

RUGBY   3:50pm – 5:15pm 

Monday U14A/U14B 

Tuesday 
1st 
U12/U13 

Wednesday U15A/U15B 

Thursday 1st/2nd/U16A/U16B 

 

HOCKEY  3:50pm – 5:30pm 

Monday U12/U13 

Tuesday 1st/2nd/3rd 

Wednesday U15A/U15B 

Thursday U14A/U14B 

 

BASKETBALL   Thursdays 

4:00pm – 5:00pm U14 

5:00pm – 6:00pm U15 

6:00pm – 7:00pm Seniors  

Sundays TBC 

 

DANCE    3:50PM – 5:15PM 

Monday  Year 9 TBC 

Tuesday  Years 7 and 8 TBC 

Wednesday games Years 12 and 13 TBC 

Thursday Years 10, 11, 12, 13 Olyumpia Anley 

 

ADDITIONAL CLUBS 

Wednesday  Tri / Running Club 3:45pm – 4:45pm 

Friday Squash Club (charged) 3:45pm – 5:00pm 

 Badminton Club 3:45pm – 5:00pm 

 Self Defence Club (TBC) 3:45pm – 5:00pm 
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Squash at Cranbrook School: Autumn Term 2019 arrangements 

Thursdays: Year 10 boys and girls,  

2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Fridays: Years 7 to 13 boys and girls, 

4:00pm – 5:00pm  

Sign up at the beginning of term. Squash is charged at 

£40 per term.    

 

Rugby Pre-Season Training - all at Big Side 

Year 9 Thursday 29th August 2019, 9:00am – 12:30pm 

Friday 30th August 2019, 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Year 10 Thursday 29th August 2019, 10:00am – 12:30pm  

Friday 30th August 2019, 10:00am – 12:30pm 

Years 11, 12 and 13 Friday 29th August 2019, 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

Hockey Pre-Season Training on the astroturf 

Year 10   Friday 30th August, 10:00am – 12:30pm 

Years 11, 12 and 13 Friday 30th August, 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

1st Team  Saturday 31st August, matches at Marden (see SOCS/Calendar) 

 

Totally Hockey three-day hockey training camp at Cranbrook School 

Tuesday 27th August to Thursday 29th August for girls and boys aged 9-14 at Cranbrook School. The 

total cost for all three days is £90. For more information or to book your place, please call 07890 

515429, email info@totallyhockey.co.uk or visit their website www.totallyhockey.co.uk  

 

Hotshotz Tennis Summer Camp 

With only two weeks of term left the long summer holidays are already fast approaching! If you are 

looking for something to keep the kids occupied over the summer these summer tennis clubs are 

fantastic for all ages and abilities while also aiming to improve their skills and have fun at the same 

time. 

These will be taking place on the following dates: 

mailto:info@totallyhockey.co.uk
http://www.totallyhockey.co.uk/
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 Monday 22nd to Friday 26th July 

 Monday 29th July to Friday 2nd August 

 Monday 5th to Friday 9th August 

 Monday 12th to Friday 16th August 

 Monday 19th to Friday 23rd August 

 Tuesday 27th August to Friday 30th August 

These will be held at Horsmonden Tennis Club and the sessions will run from 9:00am – 12:00pm for 

ages 4-10 and from 12:30pm – 3:30pm for ages 11 and over. The cost is £20 per day, £72 for 4 days 

or £90 for 5 days with a 20% sibling discount. We welcome both tennis club members and non-

members and places are going fast. To book your space, please click here or email 

admin@hotshotztennis.co.uk / call 07932 573888 for more information. 

 

Kent Secondary School Swimming Competition 

The next Kent Secondary School swimming competition takes place on Saturday 21st September 

2019 in Margate. Warm up starts at 12:30pm. This event is a relay event, so we need teams of four 

boys and girls to take part. There are two races: freestyle relay and medley relay (4 x 50 

metres).  There are three age groups: juniors Years 7 and 8, intermediates Years 9 and 10, and 

seniors Years 11, 12 and 13 for both boys and girls. If you are interested in joining a team please get 

in touch with Jan Annan Jan.annan@hotmail.co.uk. 

Entries must be in by 14th September 2019, so get in touch by the 10th, so we can get teams 

together.  The fee is only £3 per team and the individual competition will take place in January 2020 

(date to be confirmed). 

 

 

  

https://hotshotztennis.co.uk/calendar/
mailto:admin@hotshotztennis.co.uk
mailto:Jan.annan@hotmail.co.uk
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STUDENT SHOUT-OUTS

This section is dedicated to Cranbrook School students who have achieved something fantastic, 

either academically or through extra-curricular activities, in or outside of school. If your son or 

daughter has a recent achievement that we do not know about and you would like them to be 

featured in the next newsletter, please email Development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

Daniella Atwood 
Oliver Russell 
Edward Scobbie 
Joanna Suewing 

Latin Tournament contestants, winners of the poster competition 

Daisy Gurr Shodan-ho (black belt training) in karate 

Oscar Kerr 
Training towards Proficiency Trampolining Award 15 and South East 
pre-qualifiers competition 

Vincent Ho Achieved 50th Park Run  

Freya Black Gold at the 2019 29er Youth National Sailing Championships 

Martha Lewis 
Competed at Eton Dorney, Windsor, in the Scullery Head, where she 
and her coxed quad placed 39th out of 66 competitors 

Lucia Lees Bronze at the English Youth Fencing Championships 2019 

Freddie Herbert Placed 8th at the Scottish Bouldering Championships in Edinburgh 

Georgie Estall 
Millie Seymour 
Eva Wright 

Placed 5th in 1 metre class at Duckhurst 
Won 90cm at Duckhurst 
Placed 3rd in the 80cm and 6th in the 90cm at Duckhurst 

Ola Dada 
Adeola Oni 

3rd place in a video competition run by Hertford College Oxford  
(their shortlisted video can be viewed here) 

Chloe Jones Selected for the Kent U14 Netball Squad 

Adam Harrod Awarded the prestigious Diana Award 

 

  

mailto:Development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFjq7MebZRc
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Sporting students representing Kent and beyond 

Twenty-five Cranbrook School students have been selected to represent Kent and beyond across 

many sports disciplines: 

Kent Hockey  Spring 2019 

 U13 – Polly B 

 U14 – Heather C, Tabitha W and Grace B (development squad) 

 U16 – Anna L (Year 10) Liv K, Kiana G, Sasha G and Elysia W for Sussex (Year 11) and Maisie 

M has achieved the next stage after Kent called the High Performance Group 

 U18 – Ben E for the Kent and High Performance Group 

Kent Netball Spring 2019 

 U13 – Chloe J 

Kent Rugby Spring 2019 

 U16 – Paddy H 

 U15 – Felix M 

 U14 – Felix O, Dayo O, Demi A 

 U13 – Barnaby W 

Kent Basketball selection for 2019/20  

 U16 – Charlie D 

 U13 – Miguel H-B 

Kent Cricket 2019 

 U15 – Maisie W 

 The following students are also continuing their sporting success outside of school: 

 James L – Snowboarding 

 Freya B – Sailing 

 Lucia L – Fencing 

 Martha L – Rowing 

 Highlights of the major games: 

Rugby – improved overall participation rate across the year groups which was a target from 172 

participants in 2017 to 232 in 2018. 

Girls’ Hockey – U16 girls Qualified for the Regional Finals and narrowly missed out on reaching the 

nationals – three way tie in their section but came 3rd on points.  Overall 5th in the South East. 

Boys’ Hockey – 1st’s had a winning season and the 
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Netball – 1st team won the Tonbridge Division 2 ladies league, came 2nd in the National Round of 

the SBF competition and only lost 2 games all season. 2nd’s only lost one game all season. 

Tennis – currently on 77% and 75% win rate. 

Cricket – introduction of pre-school sessions and evening nets in the spring term with Ex County 

player Alex Edwards. Alex played for Sussex, Derbyshire and Middlesex.   Alex has also been coaching 

both boys and girls this year in games and after school practices as well as this year’s Mote Club 

international Matt Luksich.  We are very lucky to have such expertise join our department.  We have 

also seen the return of school cricket fixtures for boys and girls on Saturdays. The U13 Boys lead the 

way with a 3/5 win rate but all teams are improving every match and this sets us up well at the 

grassroots which was the aim this season. The cricket potential and future for both boys and girls is 

very exciting. In fact we end this week just before half term with two wins for the U15 boys and girls. 
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NOTICES

Year 11 Parents and Work Experience  

Please could parents of Year 11 students who have recently completed their work experience 

placements ensure that their son or daughters work experience diary is completed and up-to-date.  In 

addition they also have a 500 word assignment to complete about their experiences during their 

placement.  These both need to be handed into school by September 5th.  Additional copies of the 

diary and details about the assignment can be found at www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/year-11  

Festival Safe Website 

Although Glastonbury, perhaps the biggest music festival, has passed there will be many more festivals 

over the next couple of months including Boomtown, Camp Bestival, NASS and Reading and Leeds. 

Many teenagers will be attending their first big festival this summer and whilst personal safety might 

not be immediately on their mind, the Festival Safe website offers lots of very good information for 

first timers and first-timers and hardened veterans. This excellent resource includes information about 

the fun side, but also about alcohol and drugs, crime, what to do in an emergency and how to stay 

safe www.festivalsafe.com  

Mental Health Support 

If you or your child needs any support over the summer, Young Minds has a wealth of information and 

helplines for a range of issues. Parents can talk to their experts on the Parents Helpline on 0808 

8025544, and students can text the Crisis Messenger, for free 24/7, by texting YM to 85258. In 

addition, you can find full details of charities that can offer guidance and support here.  

 Dame Kelly Holmes and ‘Running Life’ 

Thursday 5th September, 7:30pm St Dunstan's Church, Cranbrook 

Double Olympic Champion Col. Dame Kelly Holmes MBE (mil) is one of the UK’s most popular athletes, 

respected throughout the world as a role model and an inspiration. Setting and still holding the British 

records in the 800m and 1000m, she is an Olympic, Commonwealth and European champion who has 

achieved seven Gold, eight Silver and four Bronze medals throughout her career. Dame Kelly will be 

talking about her book 'Running Life'  and sharing tips and techniques on how Mindset, Fitness and 

Nutrition, the ‘Big Three’ as she calls them, work together to transform your physical and mental 

health.  To book tickets, click here.  

  

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/year-11
http://www.festivalsafe.com/
https://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Mental-Health-and-Wellbeing-Charities.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cranbrook-literature-festival-running-life-with-dame-kelly-holmes-tickets-63277511741
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Wishing you all a wonderful Summer Holiday! 

 


