
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CRANBUZZ 

Broken Clocks… Is This Psychological Torture? 

What’s in this 

issue?… 

difficult time when the clock in sixth 

form centre went missing. There was 

chaos. People were late to Mr. 

O’Brien’s lesson, nobody knew when to 

leave for lunch, and some even had to 

leave the comfort of their chair to go 

and seek out another clock to know 

when school had ended. It was a hard 

period, but we managed to pull through 

using our phones as clocks- something 

we are now unable to do around 

school. 

Another of the clocks in the SFC shows 

only the hour hand - an irritating 

inconvenience when the precise time is 

needed to not have your ‘little fat face’ 

crushed against the door of doom for 

being half a second late to history. 

Not only is this clock catastrophe 

psychological torture, but we must  

The sandwich 

bar- our first 

takeaway 

Cupgate- every 

bit as scandalous 

as it sounds 

Memes- do we 

need to be 

more vigilant? 

… and so 

much more!! 

also remember that it is necessary for 

students to be aware of the time. We  

all have busy lives; places to be, people 

to see. On many occasions I have been 

sitting in a lesson where the teacher, 

due to the fact the clocks don’t work, 

has run over, subjecting us to not only 

an extra five minutes of the lesson, but 

also abuse from other angry teachers 

who are infuriated that we arrive late to 

their lesson and waste five minutes of 

time that could be used to save us from 

total failure in our exams. So, in order 

that we achieve the best grades 

possible, and to avoid mental torment, 

it is imperative that the clocks all around 

the school show the correct time.  

It is time for the clocks to start ticking 

once more. 

 

*We have since been informed that the history clocks have been restored to functioning levels. 

 

By Freya Holden, Year 12 

Photos taken by Aurum Lai, year 13 

You may have glanced up, as you sit 

through yet another 55-minute lesson, 

at the clock that ticks silently at the 

back of the classroom- a gentle 

reminder that with each second lunch 

time draws ever closer. 

But, upon seeing the clock, you notice 

with despair that the feeble second 

hand struggles to defy gravity and is 

stuck at the nine, the hour hand 

pointing to ‘four o’clock’ as if taunting 

you with the idea that it could possibly 

be near the end of school. 

Yet another clock that doesn’t work. 

Yet another disappointment. Yet 

another lesson of thinking that the 

pause in the teacher’s spiel is cue to 

pack up and finally be free, but, alas, 

their lecture continues. 

I was shocked to find out just how 

many of the clocks around school are 

either broken, show the wrong time or 

aren’t there in some classrooms. The 

history department had the worst 

statistics with a stunning 25% of clocks 

working (at time of writing*) in that 

area but other areas such as the English 

corridor also have few working clocks. 

Is seems ironic that it is the history 

rooms with the worst clocks; perhaps it 

is on purpose?  

The sixth formers may remember the 

 



The Sandwich Bar- the Best Thing Since Sliced 

Bread? 
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“You can’t have ham 
and cheese in the 
same sandwich.” 

 

Cranbrook News 

The Sandwich Bar is 

Cranbrook’s latest dining 

innovation. As you may know 

by now, it comprises of a 

machine that works from 8-10 

in the morning where you 

choose your perfect sandwich 

and the kitchen staff will make 

it for you, so that at lunch 

time it will be ready for you to 

pick it up. 

The Sandwich Bar wasn´t just 

made to bring happiness to 

the students, or make their 

dreams come true; it’s already 

become something deeper to 

the Cranbrook community 

than that. 

In an interview with Head 

Chef, Graeme Edmonds, we 

gained an insight into how the 

system works.  

``The machine is open 

between 8-10 am. For the 

moment, you have one 

standard package: you pick 

the type of bread (there are 6 

of them), then you’ll have a 

choice of different toppings to 

add to your sandwich. You 

then put your fingerprint into 

the same machine as lunch 

time and a ticket will be given 

to you. At lunch you will have 

to go to one of the dining hall 

windows, where you´ll have to 

show your ticket and it will be 

given to you. Finally, you’ll 

enjoy a delicious sandwich. ´´ 

 

“You can’t have ham and 

cheese in the same sandwich.” 

“When I go, there is always a 

long line.” 

In that conversation with Mr 

Edmonds, he assured us that 

that the machine will be fixed-

up soon. If the sandwich bar 

becomes more successful, 

there will be more options. 

However, as with any new 

system, the sandwich bar has 

had some teething trouble. 

We leave you here with some 

opinions of students with first-

hand experience of the bar: 

“I’ve gone to order my 

sandwich at 8:15 three 

different mornings and on 

none of them was the 

machine working.” 

 

 

On the other hand, there’s been 

plenty of positive comment as 

well. We asked some students 

(huge experts on this topic) for 

their opinions on the new 

machine: 

Jemima Belle Bella recommends 

going at 8 o’clock. “You’ll get a 

sandwich for sure, if you go later 

the good ones have run out”. Her 

favourite one is with ham, lettuce, 

tomato and cucumber. 

An anonymous student thinks 

that the bar is “quite good”. They 

like the fact that you can have 

early lunch, and you don´t have to 

queue up. Their favourite one is 

baguette with lettuce and tuna. 

Another thinks it’s “a very good 

idea” and agrees with the pros of 

not having to queue. Their 

favourite is a wrap or white 

baguette with chicken, lettuce, 

mayo and extra mayo. 

The sandwich bar has just started- 

the kitchen staff has showed us 

that they are working really hard 

on it, and it’s still early days for 

the machine. 

One of Cranbuzz’ s tips is to go 

around 8 o’clock. You will 

definitely get one. 

If you haven’t bought any 

sandwiches yet, what are you 

waiting for? 

 

 

 

 

By Marta Monton, Year 10 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

Cranbrook News 

The Sam West Concert 
On Monday 4th March a Concert was held in St. Dunstan’s Church to raise money for The Sam West Foundation. Plenty of 

fundraising for this charity has been done by the school over the past year, as it is obviously a cause very close to all of our 

hearts. But it was quite a feat that on this occasion, the event was organised solely by members of the student body. And 

what started off as just an idea, a thought of ‘wouldn’t it be nice if…’, resulted in a huge success!  

The main aim was to organise an event in which we could celebrate Sam and his sheer love for music, because we hadn’t 

really had an opportunity to do that together as a year group. But something else that really inspired me to organise this 

concert was the pure musical talent of my peers. Back when I started in Year 9, I was taken aback by how every assembly 

or open evening was accompanied by some sort of musical rendition, always performed by students. Coming from a less 

than average state school, this blew my mind! I’m sure my opinion is shared when I say the musical renditions in Speech 

Day and the annual Christmas Carol service are arguably the most exciting parts.  

“This talent could not be wasted on mere school assemblies and the odd carol concert.” I thought to myself. And so I 

decided to provide another opportunity for students to perform for a cause that held importance to all of us. The plan 

quickly gained support and everyone was so enthusiastic to take part. The choice of music was entirely up to the 

performer, but each piece was moving, personal and performed really well. Although it wasn’t easy to organise, everyone 

pulled together and the concert ran swiftly and smoothly with great success, raising a total of £727.00 for the Foundation, 

not to mention a standing ovation. 
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By Grace Catt, year 12 

The Ensembles’ Concert 
It is that special time of the year once more, and how fast it has come 

around. Flowers are appearing. The quad blossoms under the early-

spring sun, and students scramble to get the last seats to the Cranbrook 

School Ensembles’ Concert. 

Yes, you’re probably sick of hearing all about it, but on Thursday 21st 

March, tens of musicians came out here to the Queen’s Hall to perform 

in front of parents, teachers, and the other students that had to be 

there. 

The concert was a real showcase of the talent, skill and hard work of 

Cranbrook’s music groups. It included appearances from the Year 9 

Samba Group, The Sax & Clarinet, Ukulele, Brass, Swing, Baroque and 

String groups, the Flute Ensemble, Jazz Band and Consort and Year 7 

Choirs. 

Casting a convivial atmosphere, it was a great success, and a “delightful” 

evening, as one of the audience members confesses. A massive well 

done and thank you to all the musicians who performed.  

Many thanks are also owed to Mrs Hastings for organising the concert, 

and to the peripatetics who teach the students. Also to Mr. Hulland-

Rumley, who organised and managed the tech for the evening. 

Some may call it the jewel in the crown of Cranbrook’s night life; others 

would likely agree. All in all it’s a decent Thursday night out, so next time 

one’s on, come along, or even better, join in.  

 

Cranbrook Sports 

U15 (Joshua.O, Tom.M(Captain), Oscar.E, Ewan.B, 

Hugo.T, Oscar.R, Benjamin.B, Archie.R, Teo.B, 

Babatunji.S, Felix. M, Max.W) 

By Grace Catt, Year 12 

U14 (Tobiloba.A, Oluwademilade.A, Rufus A-

M, Kaspar.B, William.B, Charlie.E, Diego.G, 

Fred.H, Harry.M, Felix.O, Oyedayo.O, Wilf.S) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An overcast day would be the setting for Cranbrook’s senior 7s tournament 

and although we had had no prior training as a squad, spirits were high for 

what would be a momentous occasion. 

Arriving at Gravesend just after 9:00, it was clear to see that the conditions 

were far from ideal; giant patches of mud, an ominous rain cloud loomed 

over head and the knowledge that our group consisted of Dartford 

Grammar, Judd, Chatham Grammar and Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar. 

Despite this, the boys set about pre-match preparations with vigour- after 

lineouts, scrums and a temperamental attacking structure had been 

practised, our first match was against Dartford Grammar. A 24:0 defeat 

would follow. We were given the run around by a Dartford side showing the 

same intensity and skill that they brought to their 15-man side. 

With an injury to Tom Ansell in the midfield, changes were needed- ones we 

hoped to bring to our next game against Judd. With some impressive 

tackling by forwards Chris Vinton and Henry Buswell we managed one try, 

but it was not enough. A second loss was hard to stomach but good fortune 

would grant us a win… against a Chatham side who failed to show up. So 1 

from 3 would be the record going into our final group match against Chis 

and Sid. A 24:12 loss would follow but a spot in the 4th place final was 

secured. 

An hour later, we stepped back onto the pitch against Sevenoaks and 

Cranbrook’s own skill began to shine through. With tries from Henry 

Buswell, Luke Alderwick and others a 26:10 victory was ours. Moving on to 

the final saw us a play a school called Ravenswood. With a stable scrum and 

lineout, we were able to launch phase after phase of attack but we fell short 

of the mark. A loss in the final was a sad end to a great day in Gravesend, 

but with promise in the talent of the future- 7s rugby may be fruitful yet.  

 Hockey Inter-house 

Rugby Sevens 

The Cranbrook Cup Crisis 

Opinion- Cranbrook 

By Will Stockbridge, Year 12 

Senior Report  
Cranbrook Sports 

House Hockey, the most coveted event of the school year commenced on Saturday, 23rd of March. The morning began with 
Webster vs Crowden from group A, a textbook 1-0 win saw Henry Buswell score on his debut for Webster.  
 
Matches that followed saw Horsley suffer a crushing defeat to Allan in group B, with a late game goal from Percy Christopherson. 
Crowden vs Cornwallis finished with an underwhelming score of 0-0, while Allan were again successful, defeating Rammel 2-0.  
 
Webster played Cornwallis, securing what would have been a 3-0 win, however during the second half of the match, it came to the 
attention of Cornwallis that Webster were not fielding their team in complete compliance with house hockey regulations. Amongst 
a bedlam of controversy, Cornwallis were awarded a penalty flick and Webster were deducted a goal. The final score finished 2-1 
to Webster, putting the Weavers through to the final of the tournament.  
 
This left it to Cornwallis and Crowden to battle for the 3rd place play-off position through penalty flicks. Clinical flicks from Finn 
Piper and See Terry for Wallis combined with absolute shockers from Crowden’s Jacob Holroyd and first team aspiring, Max Bright 
ultimately saw Crowden lose the match. Insult to injury was added to Crowden when first team goalkeeper, Will Adey, told Craig to 
“f*** off”, resulting in a red card and leaving Crowden’s medal hopes in tatters. Cornwallis would go through to play Horsley in the 
next round, winning 1-0 to place 3rd.  
 
Then came the highly anticipated final between Webster and last year’s champions, Allan. After a well matched first half, Allan 
began to run out of steam. Poor marking from Will Farmer allowed Webster to break through with a fantastic counter. The ball was 
crossed as Max Fleming, the most unlikely, but most desperately needed hero of the tournament bundled it over the line for the 
Weavers. The matched finished 1-0 as Webster claimed the title of this year’s house hockey.  
 

By Ben Errington, year 12 

Seniors (Dan. A, Fin A.B, Luke. A, Bear.P, Chris. V, Seb. 

T, Percy. C, Henry. B, Will. S, Anthony. W, Tom. A, 

Owen. C) 

 

Back Row- Tom Ansell, Owen Chilvers 

 

 

U16 (Max.B, Malachi.H, Cameron.C, Rory.C, Piers.T, 

Peter.S, Fin.N, Tristan.S, Joey.L, Rupert.T, Sam.W,       

Ben.L) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is more microplastic in 

the ocean than there are stars 

in the Milky Way. 

The statistics about plastic are 

jaw-dropping. It is predicted 

that by 2050 plastic will 

outweigh the number of fish. 

And it gets worse. We’ve 

created an estimated 8.3 

billion tonnes of plastic since 

production began 60 years 

ago. 

Only in November, a whale’s 

carcass washed ashore in 

Indonesia with its stomach 

containing over 100 plastic 

cups. You need but a quick 

google search to find 

numerous articles about the 

toxic damage plastic is 

causing.  

Many think very little of using 

a cup at lunch and discard it 

without a backward glance, 

but that same cup you threw 

away will still be here in 450 

years’ time. How can we hope 

for a brighter future if people 

are incapable of doing the 

smallest of acts to try and 

stop it? How will things ever 

change? 

At the moment, Cranbrook is 

exceeding an astounding 

250,000 cups in one year. 

Over one million in four years, 

from one school.  

 

Hopefully, Cranbrook will take the 

much-needed steps to solve this 

crisis, but until then, you can make 

the smallest sacrifice by using a 

water bottle or the water fountains 

instead. You alone will be saving 

hundreds of cups from being thrown 

away and even worse – ending up in 

the ocean. Please don’t add to the 

5.25 trillion pieces of plastic that are 

already drifting in the ocean as we 

speak. 

It isn’t just refraining from using 

cups- there are many more small 

changes to your daily life that you 

can make: reuse plastic bags or 

replace them with cotton ones; don’t 

use plastic straws when drinking; try  

 

and recycle as much as you can; and use 

a reusable bottle as your water bottle. 

It’s terrifying to imagine that in the year 

3000, plastic bags (up to an estimated a 

trillion of which are used per year) will 

only just have finished decomposing. 

1000 years ago, the Vikings were still 

ruling Britain- try to imagine their 

billions of tonnes of waste still existing 

in our world today. 

It’s foolish to believe that your actions 

will make no difference; because they 

will. If everyone were to think this way, 

nothing would ever change. So please, 

next time you’re in the lunch queue and 

go to pick up a cup, don’t do it- make 

your difference a positive one. 

 

 
By Holly Ford, Year 12 

Cranbrook Cup Crisis 

Opinion- Cranbrook 

Photo taken by Aurum Lai 
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Wider World- Opinion 

Editors’ Note 

Cranbrook student, agree with what 

you’ve read in here? Don’t? Haven’t 

seen anything you’re remotely 

interested in? 

Well, we’ve got good news for you - as 

it so happens, we need your voice, 

your ideas and/or your creativity. 

If you want to write, draw or 

photograph for your school 

newspaper, listen out in the notices 

for our next meeting and become part 

of the student voice (and the next 

issue). 

 

Guido Kuntze, Year 10 

Email us at cranbuzz@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

The editors would like to thank especially 

Mrs Newman and Danielle Ford and 

Aurum Lai, for helping to bring the 

newspaper to fruition and for their time, 

dedication and editing and photography 

An extremely large thank you also to 

every student who wrote, drew or took 

photos for the newspaper.  

Finally, thank you to Mrs Radford and the 

school for funding and supporting this 

issue of our project. 

- Nnamdi, Ellie and Will 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It is possibly a tendency of people in Kent to believe that because of where they live in the country, and because of the relatively 

low crime rates, they lead a more shielded, safer lifestyle than the rest of the population. But this is not necessarily the case.  

The term “county lines” relates to the serious and increasingly prevalent issue of city-based gangs operating in areas where they 

normally wouldn’t (such as Kent for a London-based gang). They establish these new networks by taking advantage of the 

vulnerable and disadvantaged, such as homeless young people, those from deprived areas and young people in care. Gangs exploit 

and threaten them into trafficking drugs from cities into rural communities (the term county lines comes from the mobile phone 

number, operated from outside the area, used by the drug dealers). Subsequently, violent crime rates have been seen increasing in 

these areas- county lines have been attributed as part of the cause of Kent’s increase in knife crime (152% since 2010).  

The Children’s Commissioner estimates there are at least 46,000 children in England who are involved in gang activity, and an 

estimated 4,000 teenagers in London alone are being exploited through child criminal exploitation.  

This is evidently a very serious issue, and not one with a simple solution. The police could not simply start arresting affected 

youths- they are usually victims of exploitation, there are far too many affected, and they are hard to detect. Punishment is not 

what is needed; instead, we need rehabilitation and outreach to help disadvantaged youths, who may be suffering from potential 

mental health issues. It would appear to be necessary for the police to take a more hard-line attitude towards the gang issues and 

the trafficking of narcotics in general in some areas. This is one of the most pertinent issues to Kent especially in recent times. 

Young people need to be more aware of it, especially on social media, where children and adults are being groomed and coerced, 

and aim to help as many people affected as possible by reporting suspicious activity.  

 

By Julian De Paiva, Year 12

la, 
 

It’s a hard existence- mobile phones 

The first smartphone was made 26 years ago. 26 years ago! Something that those of us fortunate enough to live in the western 

world have become so reliant on is barely older than Ariana Grande. Since its release to the masses, it has become so ingrained in 

our culture that life without it would perhaps be virtually unrecognisable. It just makes life easier. It gives us everything: alarm 

clocks, a camera, credit cards- the list is endless. As it develops it just seems to replace other everyday appliances; when was the  

last time any of us even saw an actual torch? It’s just so convenient. 

Perhaps this is a tedious topic to try to approach, because there’s always a chance that you’ll get shouted down by a group of 

(strongly) opinionated people. But we do need to take a step back, in order to see things more clearly. The data just can’t be 

overlooked. Smartphone and technology addiction have been the subject of several medical and psychological reports published in 

the last decade. There is a link between phone usage and potentially damaging effects on mental health, or exacerbating effects on 

already existing mental health issues. Perhaps many of us are aware of this by now. But as a student body, the easiest option for us 

seems to be to ignore it because it doesn’t necessarily affect all of us. Now that’s one approach. 

Another is admitting we just might have a problem. We just might have a problem when practically the first and last thing we do in 

the day is check our phones. We just might have a problem when you can walk into a room and it’s silent, everyone absorbed in 

their technology. We just might have a problem, when seeing your phone break is a worse feeling than being pantsed bare in the 

middle of the lunch hall. It’s a hard existence, and one where we just might have another problem to solve. 

 

It’s a Hard Existence- Mobile Phones 

By Damilola Marquis, Year 11

la, 

year 11 

 

It’s a hard existence- mobile phones 

County Lines By Tamunotein Karibi-Whyte, Year 10 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is There an Impending Economic crash? 

 In the past few years, we have 

increasingly seen geopolitical 

instability both nationally and 

internationally, which is sure to 

have had impacts on the global 

economy. In this article we will 

consider whether a significant 

economic crash is creeping up on 

us, or whether it remains a 

problem for the more distant 

future. It must be recognised that, 

to a certain extent, an economic 

crash will eventually occur (as is 

the boom and bust fashion of the 

global economy); but will this be 

in the next few decades? 

On the one hand, as potential 

causes of an economic crash 

appear to be growing at the 

present, first we should examine 

the economies of states that 

currently support the global 

economy. China currently holds 

about 15% of total Global GDP, 

coming second only to the USA 

which holds just under 25% of the 

global GDP. China is thus a 

significant presence in the global 

economy- it is the manufacturing 

hub of the world and has a total 

export of 2.076 trillion dollars’ 

worth of goods; its importance 

cannot be underestimated. 

However, worryingly, the Chinese 

economy is beginning to flag due 

to the rising costs of 

manufacturing, as the population 

is becoming more educated and 

demands better worker’s rights. 

This effect has been magnified by 

the US-China trade war and could 

reach crisis if we see territorial 

the US-China trade war and could 

reach crisis if we see territorial 

disputes in the West Pacific 

between the two powers turning 

ugly. 

A global trade war is rated the 

highest risk to the global economy 

in 2019 by the British Economic 

Intelligence Unit, in a report titled 

"Cause for Concern? The Top 10 

Risks to the Global Economy". If 

we see Trump re-elected in 2020 

and/or a subsequent escalation or 

prolonging of the trade war, I 

believe this will be the most likely 

cause for economic downturn. 

Other possible causes of a future 

crash include the Italian debt crisis 

that could cause a repeat of the 

Greek crash and subsequent EU 

debt crisis, and, to add salt to this 

wound, the EU economy is flagging 

alongside the German economy, 

which arguably props it up. Oil 

price hikes by an increasingly 

aggressive Russia (and other states 

largely dependent on Oil exports) 

or an extremely messy no-deal 

Brexit also pose as major risks. 

For all this talk of economic 

catastrophe, however, much has 

been done to shore up bank 

reserves in the last 10 years and 

put in place more rigorous 

oversight of the financial sectors, 

whose deregulation had in part 

caused the 2008 crash. 

Furthermore, it would be unusual 

for a major global financial crash 

to occur only 11 years after the 

last. The UN has said that global 

economic growth will continue at 

to occur only 11 years after the last. 

The UN has said that global 

economic growth will continue at 

3% for 2019 and 2020 in reports of 

the “World’s economic situation”; 

this suggests that whilst a crash 

could be on the horizon, it won’t be 

in the near future and thus is not 

“imminent”. Finally, if Governments 

shift away from economic 

nationalism, there is a good chance 

that the effects of a crash would be 

reduced. 

It would be wise to believe that, 

indeed, there will be an economic 

crash, and most likely it will be soon 

(at least after 2020). However, the 

impact of this depends largely on 

the way politics falls. The rise of 

populist governments and 

nationalists could fuel the fire of an 

economic crash. If the world is 

unwilling to cooperate to solve a 

future crisis, it could lead to 

economic warfare such as currency 

wars (competitive devaluation) or 

enforcing heavy tariffs on foreign 

goods, which would only compound 

the situation. After all, if we look 

back at history, the period after the 

Great Depression of the 1930s was 

ridden with the economic warfare, 

which would in turn cause the 

tensions that lead to the 

devastating and very “real” warfare 

in WW2. We must not forget this, 

as the old saying goes: “those who 

forget the past are doomed to 

repeat it.”   

 

 

Opinion- Wider World 

By Joseph Mathers, Year 11

la, 

year 11 

 

It’s a hard existence- mobile phones 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The now indisputable link 

between internet meme culture 

and far right extremism is 

becoming more and more 

obvious to the public, especially 

after the recent terror attack in 

New Zealand in which Australian 

Brenton Harrison Tarrant 

reportedly screamed “subscribe 

to Pewdiepie”, before opening 

fire on innocent Mosque-goers.  

As a result, more and more 

people have been questioning 

this bizarre link between online 

jokes and real-world murder.  

The modern incarnation of 

fascism (which dubs itself the 

“Alt-right”) has effectively utilised 

the media to spread their 

propaganda and have, until 

recently, successfully slipped 

under the radar. An example of 

this is the “Pepe” meme, a 

reaction image depicting a sad 

frog from the comic strip “Boy’s 

Club” by Matt Furie, and whose 

popularity spread across the 

online image board “4chan”.  

Memes should not be 

underestimated, nor brushed off 

as immature humour, because 

they can be very effectively 

commandeered by special 

interest groups who seek to 

spread a dangerous message. 

interest groups who seek to 

spread a dangerous message. 

Pepe, as a reaction image, was 

especially vulnerable as it could 

convey any mood or idea. 

Subsequently, the image went 

from a popular meme to an 

exclusively far right joke.  

Everyday people who were not 

vigilant would become convinced 

that it was just an “edgier” joke. 

The constant exposure to right-

wing ideas and philosophies has 

slowly caused radicalisation 

amongst some individuals. Pepe 

was just a meme, swastikas were 

just a meme, and the idolization 

of Nazi Germany was just a 

meme. Did Brenton Harrison 

Tarrant see the murder of fifty 

Muslims through this desensitised 

and extremist lens? 

It is wrong to claim that all 

memes are racist or dangerous - 

and the majority of those who 

enjoy internet humour are 

unlikely to become radicalised, 

but it is vital that people need to 

become more vigilant and aware. 

People must bear in mind what a 

meme is actually trying to say and 

what it is implying. Familiarisation 

with common fascist dog-whistles 

and resisting them is fundamental 

to greater awareness. Perhaps 

call them out, start a discussion in 

the comments, challenge the 

ideas presented.  

The next thing to do is to spread 

the word. Fascism is not a popular 

concept, so if people 

acknowledge fascist messages 

concept, so if people 

acknowledge fascist messages 

behind certain memes, they will 

be less likely to be made 

complacent by far-right “Easter 

eggs”. Once this is accomplished, 

dismantling the main sources of 

these ideas could follow. Image 

boards such as 4chan are 

generally not a threat, but like 

many online sites they have their 

dark sides. Another board, known 

as “/pol/” (politically incorrect), is 

a key source of a lot of these 

memes, and consequently need 

to be dealt with, as it’s where 

people with views similar to 

Tarrant’s can convene, spread, 

and radicalise. Fascism could take 

a big hit if dangerous websites are 

removed from the internet. To 

ensure such a tragedy as the New 

Zealand massacre does not repeat 

itself, boards such as /pol/ need 

to be dealt with. 

What makes these people so 

dangerous is that we can’t predict 

their next moves, we can’t know 

what meme will next be hijacked, 

but we can try to stop them from 

being hijacked at all. This may 

seem strange, but it’s the world 

we live in. 

 

(Dictionary.com) “Stochastic- 
having a random probability 
distribution or pattern that 
may be analysed statistically 
but may not be predicted 
precisely.” 
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1st-14th April 2019 

As Mars enters Gemini a period of curiosity and 

exploration is welcomed, and with the new moon in 

Aries on the 5th an abundance of energy is brought, 

providing the perfect time to be courageous and try 

something new. Aries is ruled by Mars, so the strong 

energy of this dominating planet will be in full force, 

encouraging us to go out and get the things we want. 

On the 10th we enter Jupiter retrograde, with this influx 

of abstract wisdom try reading some philosophy books! 

In this period of immense energy and inspiration 

channel your interests into something positive and 

challenging.  

Sun Sign Horoscopes:  

Aries – Utilise your power for something other than 

passive aggression!  

Taurus – Get some sleep, for the love of God.  

Gemini – Just because you could doesn’t mean you 

should! 

Cancer – Have a dinner party! 

Leo – Don’t get involved in unnecessary drama – your 

life isn’t an awful episode of Riverdale!   

Virgo – What’s your favourite Hugh Grant film? 

Libra – Listen to some Édith Piaf. 

Scorpio - Watch ‘JOHN MULANEY – KID GORGEOUS, 

LIVE AT RADIO CITY’ on Netflix. 

Sagittarius – Stop trying to solve everyone else’s 

problems and take care of yourself for once!  

Capricorn –  Life is meaningless - have some fun with it.  

Aquarius –Why not learn a new card game? 

Pisces – ABBA heals all wounds. 

 

Cool Things 

with 
Il y a deux semaines, il y a eu des émeutes anti-

gouvernementales et un incendie criminal á Paris le 

weekend par les gilets jaunes. Le gouvernenment en 

France a interdit les manifestation anti-

gouvernementales dans la rue. Lundi après, le 

gouvernement a admis l'échec de la gestion de la 

situation.  À partir du samedi prochain, il serait 

interdit, selon Français PM Édouard Philippe. 

De nombreux émeutiers ont provoqué le chaos 

pendant plus de sept heures, et 10000 manifestants 

gilets jaunes ont defilé dans Paris. 90 magasins ont 

été pillés, en plus d’un restaurant et d’une banque 

brulée. Le nombre de manifestants a chuté depuis 

décembre,mais chaque samedi, de nombreux 

manifesents se rassemblement dans les rues. Le 

protestantion ont comencé une révolte fiscales, mais 

se sont transformées en protestations anti-

gouvernement.   

 

Random Rants 
Sent in from: Anonymous 

“Why did they ban phones like ugh hello is this 

Cranbrook school or Bans-are-cool. Now I 

need to learn to read analogue clocks and to 

memorise my time-table, because without 

checking my phone every ten to twenty 

minutes I quickly lose track of where I’m 

supposed to be. Like this isn’t the 1860s- I 

don’t even have a copy of my timetable. I lost 

it in the sixth form centre like my calculator.” 

Good to hear from you, anonymous 
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Les Gilets Jaunes 

 


