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Welcome to Rammell 
 

 
The first thing you need to know is that Rammell is not just a place to sleep and 
study but a home from home – a sociable, secure and happy place where you 
can develop as an individual. 
 
Rammell came into existence at the beginning of the Winter Term in September 
1926, named after Old Cranbrookian A.W.Rammell Esq. When it first started the 
House had 24 boys whose ages ranged from 8 to 18. The House consisted of 4 
new boys, 5 boys from Allan, 11 boys from Crowden and finally 4 boys from 
Horsley. The House colours were chosen as green and silver, the colours of 
Jesus College Oxford to which the first Housemaster called W.F.Griffin Esq. 
belonged. A House subscription of 2 shillings was started in order to pay for 
rugby shirts.  
 
This year will mark 92 years of Rammell House which has grown in size and 
strength to 40 boys. It is a House that is fiercely proud of its history as shown by 
many an old boy who comes to visit during the year.  
 
To the new boys of Rammell, welcome to a House of fine history and pride, to 
the returning boys and the seniors, we look forward to another year of flying 
the House colours high! 
 
The House motto is Virtus Sola Nobilitas which translates as ‘Virtue alone is 
noble’ or ‘Virtue above all else’.  
 
Your first challenge is to read through this handout and learn the basic facts of 
the House. You will be split into dorm teams and will receive a quiz which upon 
passing will entitle you to wear the House tie.  
 
The quiz questions will come from this sheet and any of the facts and figures 
from pictures and notice boards around the House. So keep your eyes open.  
 
One of the basic rules of the house is that House pride starts in the House. 
Everyone must respect everyone else’s personal space, and everyone is 
expected to be virtuous, courteous and considerate. Rammell is a House of 
brothers; “We happy few, we band of brothers”. 
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Team Rammell 
 
The Housemasters, Duty Staff, Matrons and Tutors do all the reminding, 
encouraging and supporting that your parents do when you’re at home – and a 
fair bit of the worrying too! 
 
Housemaster   Mr Potter 
Deputy Housemaster  Mr McConnochie 
 
House Matron   Ms Manchester 
Assistant Matron  Ms Cosson 
 
Additional duty staff  Mr Whiffin 
     Mr Crittell   
 
House Academic Tutors  Year 10 Mr Potter 
     Year 11 Ms Mills 
     Year 12 Mr McConnochie 
     Year 13 Mr Penny    
      
House Keepers   Mrs Pantrey 
     Mrs Paxton 
     Ms Goss 
     Ms Brown    
   
Mr Potter acts in loco parentis. He is concerned with the academic, physical and 
emotional well being of all house members, as well as the general running of the 
house. He lives in Rammell with his wife Rebecca and their four-year-old 
daughter Erin. They all form part of the larger Rammell family.  
 
Mr Potter is helped in the day-to-day management of the house and care of 
boarders by the Deputy Housemaster Mr McConnochie, the additional duty staff 
Mr Whiffin and Mrs Crittell and the House Matrons. During the school day 
either Ms Manchester or Ms Cosson are always available to help anyone. They 
are invaluable assets to the House and the boys are very fond of them.   
 
After school and at weekends, the Duty Staff take it in turns to look after the 
boys. 
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Tutor Groups 
 
At 10.15am every Tuesday and Thursday you meet with your Tutor, who 
monitors your all-round progress, and liaises closely with Mr Potter in matters 
about you.  
 
 

Student Leaders 
 
House Captain   Owen Chilvers    
 
Vice-Captains    Bolu Sodipo 
 
     George Slack 
 
Head of Social   Cullena Peiris 
 
These are roles of privilege but also roles of responsibility not least because the 
boys are ambassadors of the House. Their duties involve;  
 

 Ensuring Rammell is a happy and welcoming place where respect, and 
tolerance prevail; 

 Providing a good example and commanding respect; 
 Requiring boarders to adhere to house and school rules; 
 Liaising with the Housemasters and Matron/Assistant Matron. 
 Contributing to the smooth running of the House; 
 Representing boarders’ views and concerns; 

 

 
It is my expectation that all Year 13s prepare to take some form of leadership 
and responsibility throughout the year. There will be opportunities for willing 
boys to gain leadership skills and develop roles of responsibility.  
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The Rammell Housekeepers 
 
We are very fortunate that the Rammell Ladies clean the House from top to 
bottom every week day.  They also do your washing and send your dirty linen, 
towels and clothes to be laundered or dry cleaned. Please do not take them for 
granted and say hello and thank you to them. They are part of the House team.  

    
Rammell Pride 
 
Rammell is a House with a long tradition and the boys who come to call it home 
are some of the proudest in Cranbrook School. House pride is important to the 
Rammell community - the need to work together as a team respecting that 
everyone has something important to contribute to the House.  
 
House pride begins in the House. Remember to make your bed and tidy your 
room before you go to school. We share this House and all its facilities so look 
after the House with pride. 
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TIMINGS 
 

House Roll Calls - Compulsory for all boys 
 
Monday – Friday      Saturday  Sunday 
0730-0815hrs      0930hrs  1055hrs 
1850hrs      1430hrs   1730hrs   
          1730hrs  2200hrs 

 2200hrs  2200hrs 
        

Signing Out and Signing In 

 
When you leave the House after 1535hrs or at the weekend, you have to do 
three things: 
 

 Ask permission from duty staff – say where you are going, who you are 
going with and when you will be back.  

 

 Tell whoever is on duty in the Duty Room when you leave. 
 

  Report back to the duty staff on your return. 
 

If you go away at the weekend you have to sign out in the Duty Room when 
you leave on Friday or Saturday, and sign in when you return on Sunday 
between 1130hrs and 2130hrs. If Sixth form are going to a party they must sign 
in from 1800hrs. 
 

Signing out during the week  
 
From Sunday to Thursday you are encouraged to attend school events; you may 
attend social events outside school only on special occasions. Given staff 
permission, Sixth Formers may visit other boarding houses after Prep until 
2200hrs. All other years must be in the House by 1730hrs - except during the 
summer, when special permission may be given to play sport outside after 
Prep. 
 
Leave of Absence: An exeat form must be filled in by you and signed by house 
staff if you need to miss school for any reason. The House-master normally 
signs consent forms on behalf of your parents. You must also ensure you have 
your teachers’ permission to miss lessons. 
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Signing out during weekends 
 
You can go home on a Friday or Saturday and should return from 1800hrs on 
Sunday. Please inform Mr Potter of your weekend plans by Thursday. We also 
require you to get permission from your parent or guardian in the form of a 
phone call or email to the Housemaster or Matron by Thursday night. If you 
are going to stay somewhere other than your given UK home address we need 
to receive a call/mail from the host parent/guardian as well. If your parents 
give written notice you can get permanent permission to go home. This 
can be done by email. 
 
To parties: You may go straight to a party from school provided you have 
parental permission, but you may not return to the House after the party 
until 1800hrs on Sunday evening. 
 
 
 

                    House Hockey Team 2018 
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Communication 
 

With home 
 
You are encouraged to keep in regular touch with home. Parents are always 
welcome; we prefer visits to be outside Prep/school times.  
Rammell Duty Room Phone:   01580 711 873 (with Voicemail) 
Mr Potter     potterp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 
Ms Manchester     manchesters@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 
Visitors 
 
Students from other Houses are allowed in Rammell but only when 
accompanied by a member of the House and permission must be requested 
from the staff on duty. No visiting students are allowed in the house during 
lessons and Prep time. No visitors are permitted upstairs in the house without 
permission and they must be registered in the visitor’s book. 
 

 
Mobile Phones 
 

If you have a mobile phone we ask that you give us the number. You may use 
your mobile before and after school but not during Prep or after Lights Out. 
Year 10 and 11 must hand in their phones during prep.  
 

 
Computers 
 
The Rammell Computer/Prep Room has networked PCs with filtered internet 
access and the boys have the use of two printers. You can use your own laptop, 
and access the internet and your work via the school wireless network. Each 
student area has an internet plug in point. There is also a Sixth Form only 
laptop area. 

mailto:potterp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
mailto:manchesters@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
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Personal Items 

 

Valuables and Money 
 
You are discouraged from bringing valuables into school and do so entirely at 
your own risk. Passports and items of particular value you have to bring to 
school should be given to the House staff for safekeeping. Every room has a 
lockable safe – please use it! 
 
You are advised to open a bank account so you can withdraw small amounts 
of pocket money from the cash point machines in town. 
 

Electrical Appliances 
 
Kitchen appliances are not permitted in the dorm or studies; there are fridges, 
microwaves, kettles and toasters in the House kitchens, though their use is 
restricted during the school day. Personal electrical equipment you wish to 
have in your room, such as a reading lamp, CD player or hair dryer will be 
tested by the school for safety. You will be asked to destroy or remove any item 
that fails this test. Adaptors must be of the sequential variety. All electrical 
devices brought into the House must be PAT tested by the maintenance team.  
 

From Home 
 
You may also like to bring posters, photos, ornaments or other decorations with 
which to personalise your room or area of the dorm.  We recommend you bring 
a pint glass (unbreakable) as squash is often available, free of charge, and we 
have a cold water machine. 
 
 
And last it is vital that parents take the time and effort to name all 
belongings. – clothes, linen, electrical items; everything that’s big enough to 
mark. This can save a lot of time for the House keeping team and also a lot of 
unhappiness from the boys if items go missing.  
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The Rammell Routine 
 
WEEKDAYS 
 
0730-0815   Breakfast 
By 0815  Verbal sign in to Duty Room  
0825    Ready for lesson 1 in school. 
1535    School ends 
1800-1830  Supper 
1850       Sign in for Yrs 10-13 outside the Duty Room 
1900-2100  Prep Routine 
2200   Sign in 
From 2200  Quiet Routine 
2215   Yr 10 upstairs and lights out at 2230 
2230   Year 11 upstairs and lights out at 2245 
2300    Years 12 and 13 in rooms 
 
WEEKENDS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meals 
 
Boarders take their meals in the school dining hall; you must attend every meal. 
Vegetarian options are available and there is always a selection of hot and cold 
dishes. Specific dietary requirements can be catered for. 

 
SATURDAY 
0815-0900  Breakfast 
0930              Sign In 
1230-1315  Lunch 
1430              Sign In 
1730              Sign In 
1730-1815  Supper 
2200              Sign In 
2300              Year 10/11 in rooms  
0000              Year 12/13 in rooms  

 
SUNDAY 
1055             Sign In 
1100-1130    Brunch 
1730             Sign In 
1730-1815    Supper 
2200             House Meeting 
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Prep Routine 
 
This is a vital aspect of boarding life and one which we take very seriously in 
Rammell. During evening Prep all boarders are expected to be working in the 
House. The following points are important:  
 

 You must work independently and quietly throughout Prep, starting 
promptly at 6.55pm; 

 You must work in a prep area,  your study or at your desk in the dorm,  
unless given permission to do otherwise. 
 

Down Time  
 
Your down time in the evening is very important. After Prep you can socialise in 
the common rooms. There is a house TV with Sky and BT Sport. We have a 
games room with various activities available. The sports hall is open every 
evening with House activities on Thursdays. In summer there are informal 
games on the lawns outside, the tennis courts are open and there are regular 
boarders’ swimming sessions. If you play music in your room, you must make 
sure it does not disturb anyone else. 
 
The staff member on duty is always around if you need help. After Prep is a 
good time to phone or email home.  
 
As a privilege, provided they have permission from the member of staff on 
duty, Sixth Formers may visit other boarding Houses after Prep until 
10pm. 
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Health 
 
The Medical Centre 
If you take regular medication, please inform Ms Manchester or the 
Medical Centre (MC) as soon as you arrive. All boarders are registered with 
the school doctors who have regular clinics at the Medical Centre. If you feel 
unwell, you should see the House Matron or the member of staff who is 
teaching you in the first instance. They may refer you to school nursing staff, 
who will assess you. The nursing staff may decide you need to see a doctor, or 
stay in the centre for a few hours during the day. If you are likely to be unwell 
for a long time, House staff will arrange for you to go home. 
 

Clinic Times 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

8.00   8.25 
10.15  11.00 
13.05  14.00  
15.55  16.30 
 

If you need medical assistance after the Medial Centre has closed, seek out the 
staff on duty; all residential staff are qualified First Aiders. If you need 
assistance after Lights Out, you or a friend should wake Mr Potter or Mr 
McConnochie straight away. 
 

The school counsellor is available for you to see in confidence. To make an 
appointment, pop in to the Medical Centre. 
 
Student Listeners is a confidential service run by students for students via 
www.studentlisteners.com    

 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.studentlisteners.com/
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Housekeeping 
 

Duties 
 
A rota of duties such as washing up and tidying the communal areas  
are shared among the House Socials. Socials are vertical groupings of boys 
across all ages in the House who take turns to organise the House routine and 
duties on a week by week rota. The rota changes on Sunday evenings and is led 
by two seniors. If you are going to be away, you need to make sure your duties 
are covered by someone else in the Social.  

 

Laundry  
 
The everyday clothes of Rammell boys are washed by the team of the ladies. 
You need to put dirty clothes in the laundry bins on the ground floor by 8.15am 
every morning; do not leave dirty washing in your room. Most items will be 
returned clean and dry to your Laundry locker on the ground floor within 48 
hours.  
 
On Monday you need to strip beds and put your bed clothes to be cleaned in the 
labelled bins on the ground floor. You will find clean bed clothes in your named 
pigeon hole. Clean duvet covers, pillowcases and towels are returned to your 
named shelf in the Laundry Lockers every Monday afternoon.   
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FIRE EVACUATION GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS 
 
 

 
Please read this for your safety. 
 
On hearing the fire alarm: 
 
1. Leave the building immediately. You must not return to 
collect any personal items. 
2. Head calmly for your nearest assembly point, following the 
emergency evacuation procedures as instructed and/or displayed in 
the boarding house 
3. Once outside, move to the assembly point designated for your 
building. In the event of an emergency, house staff will be present at 
these locations to give you further direction.  
4.  Do not return to an evacuated building unless told to do so 
by a member of the house staff. 
5. Never attempt to fight a fire unless you have been specially 
trained to do so, and then only if it is safe to do so.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
• All students should familiarize themselves with the location of 
the designated assembly areas and evacuation procedures for their 
boarding house. 
• While assembly points have been predetermined to aid in an 
emergency, a common sense approach should always be used during 
an evacuation. Based on the emergency at hand, it may be necessary 
to relocate to a secondary evacuation area, for example in high winds 
etc. 

 
 
 



 16 

                      House rules and punishments 
 

 Punishments are handed out by the staff if students behave in a way 
likely to affect the smooth running of the house. 

 All punishments are recorded on the school behaviour log. 
 Minor misdemeanours such as missing sign in or being late for school 

will result warnings followed by an early up (roll call at 7.15am in 
uniform) and subsequently house gating. This entails signing in on a 
regular basis during the period of the gating. If such behaviour becomes 
a consistent problem parents will be informed and may be asked to 
meet with the Housemaster. 

 House punishment will whenever possible be kept for house 
misdemeanours and school punishments shall not in most cases carry 
over to the house. 

 More serious infractions may result in a suspension from boarding or 
even a full school suspension. These punishments are not given without 
prior discussion with the senior management team in the school. 
Parents will always be involved should this stage be reached. 

 The house duty staff will always liaise with the Housemaster about 
punishments. 

 

 
House Rules 
 
There are few rules but they are simple: 
 
Keep Rammell Tidy. 
 
House Pride begins in the House. 
 
Treat others with respect and be sure not to have a good time at someone 
else’s expense.  
 
Do not interfere with other student’s belongings or home areas.  
 
Show respect to all who work in the house and to the fabric of the house. 
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                              THIS IS RAMMELL 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
                        Year 13 Leavers 2017 – “Band of Brothers” 

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME AND ENJOY YOUR TIME IN RAMMELL 
 

 
RAMMELL HOUSE 
 Cranbrook School 

 Waterloo Road 
Cranbrook 

Kent TN17 3AF 
 

Tel 01580 711 873 
 

Email: 
Mr Potter, Head of House: potterp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

Ms Manchester, Matron: manchesters@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

mailto:potterp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
mailto:manchesters@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

