
 

End of Term Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2018 
 

Dear parents,  

As we all depart for what I hope 

will be an enjoyable and 

relaxing Christmas break, I want 

to take this opportunity to sign 

off on what has been a 

remarkable year. In today’s final 

assembly of 2018, we reflected 

on two qualities which our founding fathers 

themselves possessed in abundance – creativity and 

resilience.  

Nowhere was creativity more evident than at last 

Friday’s excellent charity Art Show, led by our Year 

13 art specialists. Before that, the annual DanSing 

extravaganza, the Ensembles concert and the 

Newcomers’ music concert, all demonstrated our 

students’ rich abundance of creativity. On 

resilience, we need look no further than two 

outstanding international adventures this year in 

Cochin, Kerala (twenty-six students and four staff) 

with the India Exchange and in Nepal with the True 

Adventure Expedition (fifty-three students and five 

staff).   

This half term has also been notable for another 

memorable highlight of the anniversary year, in the 

form of the Remembrance events on 9th and 11th 

November. We are particularly indebted to David 

O’Brien for his excellent Fifth Centenary lecture in 

the week leading up to Remembrance, at which a 

packed QHT was treated to a virtuoso talk on the 

fallen of Cranbrook School in the Great War with 

the aid of film, slides and student readings. 

Everyone who attended found the event powerful 

and moving – a fitting climax to the series of 

presentations by eminent OCs. This was followed by 

very dignified displays by the school or its 

representatives, firstly at our own Act of 

Remembrance in St. Dunstan’s and secondly on 

Sunday 11th at the community Remembrance 

events at which our CCF played a prominent part. 

We are all very grateful to Ross Hart (CCF SSI) for his 

leadership and to Honey Barras of our Development 

Office for her highly effective partnership work with 

the Parish Council in creating an excellent display of 

the school’s CCF-related memorabilia in the Vestry 

Hall.  

Last but not least came our appearance in the Lord 

Mayor’s Show on Saturday 10th November. Again, 

some notable thank you’s are essential:  to Richard 

Vinton for overall coordination, to David Swinburne 

logistics in school and on the day (and an excellent 

interview with the BBC!) and to Kester Hulland-

Rumley for stage direction and construction work 

on the float itself. We must not forget the superb 

contribution of all the students who took part, not 

only enjoying themselves immensely, but 

representing the school in the best possible light. 

Well done one and all – “Shaping tomorrows for 

500 years” indeed.   



Please do look out for this year’s forthcoming 

edition of Lynx magazine, shortly after Christmas. 

Not only because it promises to be one of our best 

yet, but also because it captures the highlights of 

one of the most exciting and fruitful periods in the 

school’s recent history. In the last two years, for 

example, Cranbrook has increased its roll by over 

100 pupils, it has changed its age range and it has 

reached out to local schools in an unprecedented 

way. Its underlying character has remained 

unchanged however, as in true Cranbrook style we 

have retained our commitment to breadth of offer, 

charitable works and academic excellence; and we 

have done so whilst in the grip of the severe 

funding crisis affecting all state secondary schools 

since the dawn of austerity in 2010.  

As thoughts turn to the New Year, I want to get 

your opinion regarding the use of mobile phones in 

school. They are no longer a mere inconvenience. 

There is increasing evidence that excessive usage 

(“screentime”) can impact on the mental health and 

wellbeing of our young people, especially when 

social media are added into the mix. We are 

developing plans for revised rules on student access 

to mobiles in school. What would you, as parents, 

like us to do in supporting you manage your child’s 

use of their mobile/smartphone? Any views will be 

gratefully received by emailing  

headmaster@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk  

 

On a more festive note – do have a lovely break. We 

all look forward to seeing you in the New Year, 

suitably refreshed! 

 

Best Christmas wishes. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Dr John Weeds 

Headmaster 

 

mailto:headmaster@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
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QUINCENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
Cranbrook School reached a milestone in 2018; 

our school is one of a small number of Kent 

grammar schools established in the Tudor 

period, having been founded in 1518 by a 

wealthy Yeoman, John Blubery. Today, 

Cranbrook continues paving its way through 

history, having now reached 500 years old. As 

2018 draws to a close, we look back proudly at 

our accomplishments and celebratory events 

here; from fun community events and OC 

reunions, to thought-provoking lectures and the 

Lord Mayor’s Show, this year has been one to 

fondly remember.  

 

THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 

 

For the first time in its 500 year history, 

Cranbrook School took centre stage in one of 

the country’s great historic pageants: The Lord 

Mayor’s Show. On Saturday 10th November 

under a bright, blue autumn sky in the City of 

London, the crowds were lit up by Cranbrook 

students performing on and around their float, 

designed on the theme ‘Shaping tomorrows for 

500 years’. There were biodomes in tribute to 

Sir Tim Smit of the Eden Project, a student in a 

spacesuit in tribute to astronaut Dr Piers Sellers 

(both notable OCs), stellar performing from the 

Jazz Band and 1920’s Charleston dancing girls in 

honour of the school’s tradition of outstanding 

performing arts, Tudors, big cats, students in 

sporting attire and many more. For full photos 

from the event, please visit 

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/lordmayorsshow 

 

    

  

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/lordmayorsshow


REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

 

The Remembrance Service took place on Friday 

9th November in St Dunstan’s Church; this was 

a whole school act of remembrance that saw all 

year groups (7-13) and staff gathering in the 

church to pay their respects to those fallen in 

WW1, WW2 and other conflicts. Particular 

reflection was offered with poignancy by Mr 

O’Brien in his speech detailing Cranbrook’s 

fatalities in a service led by Rev. Sykes. The two 

minute silence was observed impeccably by all 

of the Cranbrook community and behaviour 

throughout was exemplary. 

 

In addition, Sunday 11th November marked 100 

years since the World War I and the CCF corps 

joined the Cranbrook community in the national 

Service of Remembrance, followed by a parade 

up to the War Memorial to observe a two 

minute’s silence. In this special 100th 

anniversary, each cadet and member of CCF 

staff wore a poppy carrying the name of one of 

the 55 Old Cranbrookians and two masters who 

lost their lives in the Great War. After the 

parade, the school was honoured to take part in 

an exhibition in the Vestry Hall to 

commemorate Cranbrook’s fallen. 

Thank you to our cadets and students for 

representing our school and its alumni so 

proudly. 

 

 



COMPETITIVE SUCCESSES 
House Cross Country 

 

House Cross Country this year saw over 400 students taking part – a record number! The 

idea was to encourage participation and house spirit as well as the usual competitive 

element, and this certainly worked and challenged the organisation of the event.   

The winning teams for the competitive boys’ event was Allan and for participation was 

Rammell with 88%. Webster won the girl’s event and Blubery the participation with 58% 

competing and finishing the race. 

Well done to all that were involved both running and on the organisation side too.  Thanks 

also to Ali Kittermaster for some truly wonderful photos which capture so many positive 

elements behind why we run these events. Here are a few of the photos: 

 

 

  



Interhouse Sports Results 

Well done to all the students who took part in this term’s competitive Interhouse Sports 

events. The results are as follows: 

Hockey 

1st AG 

2nd WG 

3rd HG 

4th Bl 

5th Sc 

Rugby 

1st AB 

2nd WB 

3rd HB 

4th Cw 

5th Ra 

6th Cr 

Cranbrook Cobras at the Boccia Games 

 

On Thursday 15th November, four of our 

students attended the West Kent Boccia 

Games qualifier at Sennocke Sport Centre 

in Sevenoaks. The boys named themselves 

the Cranbrook Cobras. 

The Cranbrook Cobras met five teams 

from other schools across West Kent such 

as Valance School and Bishops Downs. The 

Boccia games are played seated down, 

Jack (white ball) is thrown and both teams 

need to throw their balls as close as 

possible to the Jack. The team that throws 

closest wins. The score is given by how 

many balls are closer than the 

opposition’s. Each match consists of three 

games, giving fair play to each team as 

both teams have the advantage of 

throwing the Jack, and in the third game 

the Jack is placed on the central mark. 

This was the first time Cranbrook School 

has entered such a competition. The 

Cobras did us proud by winning four out 

of five matches meaning the Cobras have 

qualified for the final, where they are 

going to meet the best teams from the 

rest of Kent. 

The boys are very proud to qualify as it 

was their first tournament, having only 

had one games lesson to practice.  Well 

done Cranbrook Cobras and good luck on 

the 7th March, the date of the final. 

 



Cranbrook Rowing Club 

 

It has been a busy end of term for the school boat club with a series of indoor races and 

final water sessions on Bewl Reservoir to sign off the term. The Rowing Club now has about 

26 members on the books who take part in either water sessions on Wednesday and 

Saturdays and/or fitness work and gym sessions during the week. The club is supported by 

Bewl Bridge Rowing Club who allow us to use their equipment and coaching boats which 

without none of the water training would be possible. Parent and Captain of Bewl Bridge 

Rowing Club Rob Miller remains a huge supporter of our endeavours giving up huge 

amounts of his own time to coach, drive, support and work hard behind the scenes to 

ensure that the Cranbrook rowers have everything they need to enjoy the sport. It is Rob 

Miller’s hard work and generosity that has made much of what the school has achieved 

possible.  

 

 



Sunset 2 Sunrise 2 at Bewl Water Rowing Club 

Eva, Sos, Bim, Milo, George and Tom were 

a total credit to the Cranbrook School at 

the Sunrise 2 Sunrise . They worked 

tirelessly all night. Their self-motivation 

and commitment to the cause was 

exemplary and their total of 158,467m 

was an excellent demonstration of their 

athleticism, determination and tenacity. 

You can view the full details of their 

achievements here.  

 

 

 

West Kent Indoors 

On Thursday 6th December a team of 12 

rowers participated in the regional West 

Kent Indoors rowing championships in a 

bid to qualify for the region and race at 

the Kent finals next year. The boys team 

who consisted of George Slack, Alex 

Pavelko, Conrad Maciborski and Tom 

Woolgar raced superbly well notching up 

some personal bests on the individual 

rows before pushing hard in their relay 

event as a team of four. The boys secured 

a third place position finishing closely 

behind second place by only 4 metres. The 

girls teams of firstly Lucy Stephenson, Sos 

Stevens, Millie Lang, Mathilde Stone and 

secondly Bim Carnwath, Maddie Young, 

Eva Roche and Emma Gledhill performed 

well against some tough opposition but 

pulled through to achieve a hugely 

commendable 2nd place for the first team 

and 5th place for the second team. For 

some girls this was their first taste of 

indoor racing and with all scores being 

close together it makes for some good 

racing in the future. It is highly likely that 

both the first girls team and boys team 

will indeed qualify for the Kent finals as 

we did last year. Well done team! 

British Indoor Rowing Championships 2018 

This has been an exciting event for us in 

the past where we have won, for two 

successive years, the Junior Mixed Relay 

event. As the years have passed however 

what started as a smaller event has now 

become much more competitive and 

popular with many of the bigger rowing 

schools throwing their rowers in to take 

the available titles. Last year was a very 

close win for the Cranbrook team. This 

year we knew it would therefore be tough 

and we entered two teams of George 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/S2S2-Update-News-16Dec18.pdf


Slack, Alex Pavelko, Eva Timlin, Sos 

Stevens  and Tom Woolgar, Conrad 

Maciborski, Lucy Stephenson, Mathilde 

Stone. Both teams raced superbly well 

actually rowing further than last year’s 

winning team but on the day competition 

was tough and there were some huge 

relay teams that had the physical edge. 

Cranbrook came a respectful 5th and 7th 

out of 14 team entered. The standard of 

racing was very high and it was very close 

contest between the top 5 teams. 

Cranbrook were actually in podium 

position with a minute to go but a poorly 

timed final rotation of rower possibly cost 

us a stronger finish. Having said that the 

teams rowed really well and had clearly 

given everything by the end of the race. 

The whole day’s event attracts almost two 

thousand competitors from all walks of 

life and it was great to see Cranbrook 

students representing their school so well. 

Christmas Eights 

It was a fitting sight at the end of term to 

see the school Boat Club field two mixed 

eights for our final row. Rowing is a 

slightly different discipline from sculling 

(and what the rowers have done for most 

of the term) but it was indicative of the 

progress the rowers have made that they 

could jump into the rowing boats and be 

able to row so well. One of the boats was 

Cranbrook’s new acquired eight that the 

students loved to row in and will, I have, 

no doubt soon be seen racing in the New 

Year. Both eights had time to get use to 

the conditions before racing side by side 

over a short distance. It was hugely 

rewarding to see two Cranbrook eights on 

the water and rowing so well together. I 

hope this is a sign of good things to come. 

  



UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge 

Between 5th and 16th November, 

students from Cranbrook School took part 

in the UK Bebras Computational Thinking 

Challenge. Year 7 and 8 students did this 

in their Computer Science lessons and 

students from Years 9 to 13 took part with 

Mr Ansette during the week. This 

challenge was sat by roughly 200,000 

students in the UK and tests the ability to 

think logically and demonstrates key skills 

involved in programming. In each year 

group, the average score at Cranbrook 

School was above the national average. 

However, especial congratulations should 

go to: 

Daniella Attwood, Daren Banan, James 

Clark, William Dennis, Thomas Bell, Felix 

Hutchings, Maisie Ives, Lucas 

Kenney,  Ewan McKenzie, Alec 

Stephen, Joanna Suewing, Samuel 

Tennant, Billy White and Eleanor White in 

Year 7; 

Ed Cunningham, Matilda Greenacre, Harry 

Hamerton-Stove, George Herbert, Miguel 

Hinojosa-Berrocal, Sophie Lock 

and Isabella Payne in Year 8; 

John Hubbard in Year 9; 

and Ricardo Garcia in Year 10. 

All of these students were in the top 10% 

for their age group and they have been 

invited to take part in the 2019 TCS 

Oxford Computing Challenge, which is run 

by Professor Peter Millican from 

University of Oxford. Well done to 

everyone who participated. 

 

Equestrian 

 

Lots of our team members were out and 

about during the summer holidays 

competing in a multitude of events with 

great success. 

Eva Wright and Georgie Estall went to the 

Pony Club Hickstead show jumping 

champs where Eva snapped up 6th place 

and Georgie finished 12th out of over 120 

competitors. 

Georgie also competed at the British 

Riding Club Eventing Championships at 

Swalcliffe in Oxfordshire – a huge event 

with over 500 competitors travelling from 

all over the UK and Ireland.  Former 

Cranbrookian, Hannah Williams was also 

on the team and they were delighted to 

place 10th.  Georgie also placed 9th in the 

team Combined Training Championships 

(dressage and show jumping) held at 

Aston le Walls in Northamptonshire. 



Millie Seymour has also had a very 

successful season so far.  She and Yahna 

Patel entered two hunter trials winning 

one, and placing 6th in the other.  Millie 

then went on to ride for the school in a 

recent NSEA show jumping competition 

which she won. 

 

 

Georgie and Millie are off to the National 

Schools Equestrian Association National 

Championship Plate being held this 

weekend at Keysoe in Bedfordshire.  Good 

luck to both girls! 

 

CHARITY ART SHOW 
On the penultimate week of the Autumn 

Term, Thea Pickett, Daisy Horton Lopez 

and Lotte Matthews (Year 13) held the 

School’s first Art Show in the Sixth Form 

Centre, in aid of The Sam West 

Foundation and Restless Development. 

Featuring over 100 works from Year 7 to 

Year 13, all were of outstanding quality 

with huge variety, highlighting each 

artist’s individual style and talent. 

They managed to raise an impressive £800 

through an entry fee and raffle tickets to 

be split between the two charities. 

 

Special thanks to the many generous local 

businesses in their donations for the 

raffle, and to everyone that came along 

on the night to support the causes and see 

the huge range of creative talent that the 

School offers. We hope that this can 

become an annual event, increasing the 

emphasis put on Art at Cranbrook. 

  



SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
The short story competition for this term 

was judged by author Marcus Sedgwick 

and he says this of the entries for this 

year: “I really enjoyed reading all the 

stories and they were all of a very high 

standard.  It was a really hard job 

choosing the winners. I thought one 

particular story was a really stand-out 

entry though, and this was from Georgia”. 

So the winners and runners up for this 

year who receive £75 or £25 are: 

Years 7 and 8 – Winner: Milos Foy, 

Runner-up: Sophie Lock 

Years 9/10/11 – Winner: Georgia Robb, 

Runner-up: Rachel Ilsley 

Sixth Form – Winner: Anna Stephen, 

Runner-up: Aurum Lai 

 

Below are two extracts from the winner 

and runner-up entries in the Years 

9/10/11 category: 

 

Georgia Robb, (WG), winner of the Year 9/10/11 category 

I abruptly sat up in my bed knowing that today was the day it would finally happen. I had 
been preparing myself for it for a whole miserable year of feeling sorry for myself.  I don’t 
know how I knew it was today but I just had a gut feeling. I remained seated, eyes glued 
shut, and heart beat pounding in my head.  The longer I hesitated the more anticipated and 
dread-filled I became.  I knew the outcome; I may as well just get it done.  I opened my eyes. 
I was right.  I felt my eyes welling up, mourning for the life I could never have.  I stared into 
the darkness, vividly picturing my room and wondering if I would ever forget what it looked 
like. Whether the memory would slowly fade like an old painting exposed too long to 
sunlight. 

I cautiously stood up and felt the familiar carpet beneath my feet; I unsurely walked forward.  
It was hard to believe that I had been walking for 15 years as I haltingly stumbled across my 
bedroom.  I was a baby, taking her first steps, hesitant, tentative.  Objects guarded the way, 
an obstacle at every step. Even after practicing nonstop, couldn’t prepare me for when my 
sight goes from blurred to black and the things around me from colour and shapes to 
shadows. 

Extract from short story by Rachel Ilsley, ( HG), runner-up of the  Year 9/10/11 category 

His breath came in short, sharp gasps.  The sound of his heartbeat pounded through him like 
a drum.  His feet bounced along the pavement, stamping on the weeds poking out from the 
cracks and crushing them.  In the distance the sound of shouting and barking got louder.  
The noises drifted like smoke through the streets, suffocating and choking the people 
unfortunate enough to be close by. 

The boy kept running through the narrow streets, ducking under low archways and sprinting 
through abandoned buildings.  His movements were frantic but calculated and although 
panic was printed across his face he kept moving.  Suddenly a small step tripped him up.  
Shattered glass across the floor slashed his face.  His blood, like thick syrup, ran freely from 
his open wounds leaving spots splattered on the dusty floor.  He knew that he no longer 
stood a chance. 

  



DEPARTMENTAL NEWS 
Chemistry’s ‘Chemistree’ 

 

Year 13 put together a very unique 

Christmas tree this year – a ‘Holee Molee 

Chemistree’, decorated with flasks full of 

colourful chemicals. A tinsel decorated 

mole sat on the top to represent the unit 

we use to measure in chemistry, the 

mole!  

 

In addition, Year 10 made their own 

colourful, unique Christmas trees, which 

erupted shortly after when acid was 

added. 

 

Netball  

 

For the first time, the 1st Netball Team 

entered the Ladies Netball Division 2 

League held at Weald of Kent School 

every Tuesday evening throughout the 

Autumn Term. They played 10 matches, 

winning eight, drawing one and only 

losing one. This meant they won the 

League.  

Congratulations to all the girls for this 

excellent achievement - great preparation 

for the main season.

 

   



 
  

 

 

 

NOTICES 
Free Group Therapy Sessions for students with anxiety 

Crane Surgery is introducing free group therapy places for all 15 and 16 year olds who are 

experiencing low moods or anxiety. Students or parents can refer themselves for an initial 

assessment, and the first round of sessions start in January. If you would like any extra 

information, please contact Caroline at info@elliott-psychotherapy.co.uk, Mrs Harris or the 

med centre. A leaflet with further information is also available to view online.  

 

Talk on Teenage Emotional Wellbeing 

On Wednesday 16th January 2019, from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Queen’s Hall Theatre: 

Cranbrook School Parents’ Association are organising a Talk for parents and students (Years 

7 and above) in the Queens Hall Theatre on Teenage Emotional Wellbeing with speakers 

Jenny Langley from the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust and Michelle West from the Sam 

West Foundation. Tickets are available online: www.cranbrookschoolparents.com and 

further information can be found online.  

 

Downloads: 

Webster Girls December Newsletter 

Boarders Bulletin 

 

mailto:info@elliott-psychotherapy.co.uk
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Crane-Surgery-Therapy-Sessions.pdf
http://www.cranbrookschoolparents.com/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Mental-Health-Talk-Jan-16th-2019-1.pdf
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/December-Newsletter-2018-1.pdf
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