
 

 

Weekly Bulletin 
w/c Monday 14th January 2019 

Week A / January Menu 

Notices: 

 Welcome back everyone and a Happy New Year to you all: I hope you have had an excellent break. After a highly 
successful  Staff Conference on Monday, it was truly heart-warming to see the Quad filling up early on Tuesday morning 
as students returned for the 2019 Spring Term. I have some items to share with you for your information. Firstly, during 
our training this week it was pointed out that we don’t share with parents what we are covering in our INSET days. We 
thought you would be interested to learn that this week we worked together on: renewing the school’s Vision and 
Values; learning how to use a new Safeguarding reporting system known as MyConcern; listening to the experiences and 
insights of Ian MacDonald of the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust; embedding our expertise on Mental Health across the 
School; building resources to Add Value in specific subject areas. Quite a full-on agenda for the first day back, I think 
you’ll agree!  
 Secondly, I am grateful to you for your helpful and positive feedback on our idea to re-think our stance on mobile 
phones and smartphones in school. I will report back in more detail with concrete proposals very soon. Our concerns are 
twofold. Firstly, there is the apparent correlation between escalating phone use (for social media especially) and the 
increasing incidence of extreme anxiety in teenagers. There is also the issue of the abject disregard for the health of 
young people by the organisations who generate social media platforms and the technology which services these. We are 
still open to communications about this issue and what you think we should be doing about it.    
 I also wanted to let you know that on Monday 21 January  we will be opening our place of quiet reflection in 
school  in memory of Sam West, the anniversary of whose death falls on that day. Students will be invited to attend a tree 
planting and the unveiling of a bench in Sam’s honour with music and contributions from members of the school. There 
will also be a  celebration of Sam’s life in an Assembly on 15th February, Sam’s birthday, led by our students in the Queens 
Hall Theatre. This will also be an opportunity to learn more of the work of the Sam West Foundation.  
 Parents will also be interested to learn that later today, Friday 11 January, at 7.30pm in St Dunstan’s Church there 
will be a Concert by the Compass Choir, which was set up also in memory of Sam. Two Cranbrook students will perform 
solos as a tribute to Sam. You are very welcome to attend if you are able.  
 Do have a wonderful weekend.  Dr John Weeds  

 Student drop off/collection: As the spring term gets underway, please can we remind you to only use the In/Out drop off 
and collect zone at the front of school  for those purposes and to not wait there for longer periods of time. Parents may 
consider dropping their children in town so they can then walk the final stretch to school.  We would also be also ask 
parents who are picking up their children following after-school clubs or sport to remember not to block this area. If cars 
are lined up and waiting on the road, it can block the flow of traffic (including the public buses) up through the High 
Street and coming down Waterloo Road. If you are collecting your child following clubs or sports, you are welcome to use 
the Barham Drive car parks and ask your child to meet you there. With many thanks for your support. 

 100% Positive Attendance: Please can we encourage you to read the notice on our students’ attendance procedures, 
which is available to view online.  

 Cricket for Girls: Cricket for Girls is delighted to announce details of their Cricket Summer Camp between 16th—18th 
April at £25 per day or £75 for all three days. For more information, please visit their website, email 
deborah@cricketforgirls.com or email events@cricketforgirls.com for bookings.  

 For the latest news, visit www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/latest-news/ 
For the latest sports fixtures, updates and results, visit http://www.schoolssports.com/school/Fixtures_Teams.asp?Id=364 

New on the website: 
 Support Cranbrook School Boat Club as they row to glory! 
 End of season hockey report 
 End of season rugby report 
 

Dates for your diary:  
 Thurs 17th Jan Year 11 Parents’ Evening, Sixth Form Centre 
 Tues 22nd Jan Year 7 Parents’ Evening, Sixth Form Centre 
 Sat 26th Jan  CSPA Burns Night Supper, 7:00pm (tickets available) 
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