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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I am sure you are all just as excited by the prospect of Christmas as we 
are here at school. It has been a very industrious place since Half Term 
with mock exams for Years 11, 12 and 13 and Reported Assessments 
for all other year groups. It is fair to say that after all of that the 
holiday break will be particularly welcome.  

With 2018 now just round the corner, I would like to bring you all up 
to date with some key events over the next year.  

Firstly, we are honoured to have Old Cranbrookian and top Economist  
Rob Joyce – Oxford, UCL and the Institute of Fiscal Studies- come to speak with our students 
and the wider school community on Monday 8th January. The main event will take place at 
7.30pm (refreshments from 7pm) and consist of a talk on Rob's reflections on the question 
"Is our Tax System fair?" This will be of topical interest essentially to anyone who pays their 
taxes! It will take place in the Queen’s Hall Theatre and there will be refreshments and 
anyone is welcome to attend. Please register your interest via Eventbrite: https://500th-
anniversary-event-rob-joyce-guest-speaker.eventbrite.co.uk . Earlier in the afternoon Rob 
will be talking to our students about his career and academic achievements.  

On Monday 5th February at the same time and venue we will be privileged to welcome back 
another Old Cranbrookian, Dr Josh Powell, National Geographic Explorer and holder of a 
Churchill Fellowship from the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, to present a lecture on the 
topic of Climate Change. This event will represent the inaugural Piers Sellers Memorial 
Lecture, in honour of the famous Old Cranbrookian astronaut and climate change scientist. 
It is hoped that this will become an annual event. Once again all are welcome to attend this 
event.  

There is then a series of three major events which specifically celebrate Cranbrook's 
outstanding anniversary. On Thursday 22nd March, there will be a Qunicentennial Founders 
and Benefactors' Commemoration Service in St. Dunstan's, at which the Bishop of Dover will 
preside with the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Viscount De l'isle in attendance. John Blubery, 
founder of Cranbrook School, is recorded as having established the school on 22nd March 
1518.  

Secondly, on Saturday 23rdJune our 2018 Festival Week begins, starting with a Farmers' 
Market in Scott Field and concluding  at the end of the week with an Old Cranbrookian 
Dinner on Friday 29th June and the CSPA Summer Ball on Saturday 30th.  

If that isn't enough to whet the appetite, we have over 40 students travelling to Nepal this 
summer on our first ever international venture with True Adventure for a four week 
Annapurna trek, with support work and learning very much a part of the whole experience. 
This will be the experience of a lifetime and truly worthy of its billing as the Cranbrook 
School Fifth Centenary Expedition, in honour of the school's traditions in travel and 
adventure and the notable achievements of Cranbrook parents, such as Mike Trueman 
himself and OCs such as Rachel Tullett and Rob Casserley.  

As I write, we are also looking forward to our Christmas Jumper day on Monday 18th, in aid 
of Save the Children. This will be followed by our always uplifting Final School Assembly on 
the same day. With our new intake it is now getting too full in the Queen’s Hall Theatre to 
be safe. So for the first time ever, we are going to stream the event live to Years 7 and 9 in 
the Lecture Theatre. 

We are delighted with the numbers applying for Year 7 next year. Over 220 parents applied 
for places in Year 7 next year. Even with two forms of entry this represents a very healthy 
degree of competition. Even more pleasingly, 92 of these opted for  Cranbrook School as 
their first preference.  

I would like to share with you the date of our 2018 India Exchange information evening. Our 
two recent Assemblies in the background to the Exchange and reflections on the excellent 
2015 event have been received very well by our students. This will be on Tuesday 16 
January at 7.00 pm in the Queen’s Hall Theatre. Do please come and join us if you are 
interested in finding out more about this superb opportunity.  

A very Merry Christmas to you all and wishing you much joy and happiness for 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Weeds 
Headmaster 

https://500th-anniversary-event-rob-joyce-guest-speaker.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://500th-anniversary-event-rob-joyce-guest-speaker.eventbrite.co.uk/


 3 

HISTORY AND POLITICS 
 

POLITICS 

Year 12 Politics students attended a conference in 
Westminster, along with a few thousand other A Level 
students, where they had the opportunity to listen to a 
number of current parliamentarians from the main 
political parties on a variety of subjects.  They had the 
opportunity to ask questions and Eva Timlin and 
Cameron Powell, amongst others, were able to raise 
issues with some of the MPs.  The Year 12s were 
particularly pleased to have had the chance to speak 
further to the notable backbench Conservative Jacob 
Rees-Mogg as he left the conference who seemed keen 
to engage with their questions.  
 

HISTORY 

A mixed group of 17 Early Modern History students 
were invited to a dinner hosted by Benenden School 
at which the guest of honour was the historian David 
Starkey – a notable academic, who has produced a 
number of books on the Tudor period, along with a 
series of popular documentaries, most recently on 
Luther as well as other television appearances such as 
BBC Question Time.  The students had the chance to 
meet other history students from Beneneden, 
Tonbridge, and Cornwallis  

Academy.  The talk that followed the dinner was on ‘Henry VIII, the first Brexiteer’, 
thought-provoking and entertainly delivered, and was given to a packed 

Aditorium.  Many of our students were keen to have books signed and pictures 
taken with David Starkey.  

 

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION TRUST VISIT TO AUSCHWITZ 
Four year 13 historians had the chance to go on a subsidised trip to Auschwitz.   

This was organised by Mrs Dalgliesh 
through the Holocaust Education Trust 
who fortunately were able to take 
double the usual number of students.  
Gabby Maxwell, Liv Gilchrist-Fisher, Josh 
Hughes and Lucy Carter gave an 
assembly to the whole of year 12 and 13 
on their personal reaction to what they 
saw.  Their audience could not have 
helped but be moved by their accounts 
and the pictures they showed. 
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KRISTALLNACHT TALK 

The sixth-form were very privileged on December 12th to hear a talk from John 
Izbicki, a survivor from the ‘Kristallnacht’ in 1938 Germany. This is also known as 
the ‘night of broken glass’ when on  November 9th , Jewish homes, shops, 
schools  and synagogues were attacked and ransacked.   

John described his memories as an eight year boy and how he, and his immediate 
family, were fortunate to escape to England. Others in his family were not so 
lucky and they were eventually killed at  Auschwitz. John’s memories were 
riveting and they provided a vivid first-hand account of the terrible events that 
occurred. The talk will have left a lasting impression on all the sixth-form.  

 

WEBSTER HOUSE ENJOY BAKE-OFF AND QUIZ NIGHT FUN 

The  Webster Girls v Webster Boys annual quiz and bake-off took place after 
school on Wednesday 15th November.  Teams competed against each other in 
rounds of questions on food, sport, flags, celebrities and music and of course the 
baking round!  

Students brought in baked 
offerings made at home to be 
judged by our chef Graeme 
and his assistant Dee.  The 
winning cake was a 
magnificent 4 tier Christmas 
iced sponge made by Maddy 
in Year 12 and her team, and 
the overall winners of the quiz 
were Year 13 girls.   

 

 

 

 

 

CRANBROOK STUDENTS PERFORM WITH KENT YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
FOR HOSPICE FUNDRAISER  

Cranbrook Students - and members of the Cranbrook School Jazz Band - Joey 
Leckie (saxophone), Giles Penny (guitar) and James Lee (trumpet) performed with 
the Kent Youth Jazz Orchestra (KYJO) at their Christmas Special in Maidstone 
helping to raise money for the Heart of Kent Hospice. 

The 35 piece county level band played a mix of classic jazz favourites and a 
seasonal rendition of The Most Wonderful Time of the Year. It was a great 
evening and well done to our Cranbrook musicians for helping raise money for 
the Hospice 
at this time 
of year. 

 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Webster-Bake-off-November-2017-3-judging-time.jpg
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Webster-Quiz-Night-Nov-2017-2.jpg
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KRISPY KREME FUNDRAISING 

Cranbrook School students are raising money to sponsor a taxi cab with the 
Children’s Magical Taxi Tour charity 2018. This annual trip is organised by London 
Cabs to take children with life threatening illnesses to Eurodisney for a fantastic 
three day trip. The trip begins with a special breakfast at Canary Wharf and a 
fanfare start with a lot of media interest. The convoy with cabs and medical 
support  can be three miles long and it is given a police escort to Paris with general 
traffic halted as it moves along the motorways. The children have a fantastic trip at 
Eurodisney with special dinners and tickets for the rides. 

This charity has a very special meaning to 
Cranbrook because Logan Russell (son of 
Dennis and Sharon, who are both members of 
staff) was invited on the trip when he was 
being treated for cancer. 

The Charity Committee organised a Krispy 
Kreme Friday sale and raised £571.00.  Other 
events will add to this and raise the £1400.00 
needed to sponsor a cab in 2018. 

Mr David Swinburne 

 

ANNUAL SHORT STORY COMPETITION 

The school’s annual Andrea Abbott short competition, sponsored by the CSPA, was 
judged this year by author Joe Craig whose task it was to pick a winner and a 
runner-up from the entries in each of the following categories:  Year  7 and 9, Year 
10 and 11 and Sixth Form.   

In summing up his judging, Joe said, “I've had a wonderful time reading the 
shortlisted stories.  Cranbrook is packed with talent! Thank you for getting me 
involved and giving me all the joy of reading these pieces. Every one of them had 
something to recommend it, so picking out winners has been hard.  In the end I 

chose the pieces that gave me the most satisfying sense of a change or an arc for 
the  character. In other words, my favourite pieces had endings: a sense of 
completing the thought they'd started, or answering a question they'd raised. 
Writing a beginning is much easier than writing an ending. Writing a really good 
beginning is hard, of course, and all of these were really good. But only the best 
pieces developed the potential in their beginnings to grow into intriguing or 
gripping middles and then endings that surprised or satisfied or made me smile or 
all of those things and more! There were some wonderful moments of writing in 
all of them. So I'll say again: this was a very difficult process. But the pieces that 
shone for me were the ones that put one thing above everything else: telling a 
story. Telling a story goes beyond the craft of a nice sentence or arresting image. 
It shows evidence of planning and understanding of what it takes to create a 
character. 
 
The winning entries chosen by Joe were: 

 
Category one – Year 7 and 9 

RUNNER-UP:   Disco by Benedict Collins 
WINNER:    Struck by Alice Roberts 

   
Category two – Year 10 and 11 

RUNNER-UP:   The Deep by Ernie Shannon 
WINNER:   Untitled  by Anna Stephen 
 
Category three – Sixth form 

RUNNER-UP:   Untitled by Amadine Lucas 
WINNER:   The Choice by Max Turner  
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CLASSICS 

Year 12 Classical Civilisation students had the opportunity to participate in a 
drama workshop run by the Actors of Dionysus in November. This was very kindly 
funded by the CSPA and really helped to bring the their set text Oedipus the King 
off the page into the dramatic context.  

Students then consolidated this learning by viewing the Actors of Dionysus’ 
performance of Sophocles’ Antigone in the evening in the Queen’s Hall Theatre, 
which was enormously beneficial as it allowed them to see how Greek theatre can 
still be relevant both in modern times and even in a “futuristic dystopian” setting!  

 

DANSING 

DanSing was a hit again last week with students performing from all year groups, 
including Year 7. 

An eclectic selection of songs and dances was performed at a highly professional 
level and the student-led Tech team ensured that lighting and sound supported 
these acts. An extremely entertaining evening was enjoyed by a packed 
audience.  This show depicts the true identity of Cranbrook, allowing students 
opportunities to perform, to take risks and to reap the rewards of this in terms of 

confidence.  It also encourages students’ individual characteristics to shine and 
got them to be themselves, which is one of the aspects that the audience 
appreciated most. 

Thank you so much to Mrs. Coleman, Mrs. Deeble, Mrs. Hastings and Emma Riggs 
our Gap student for helping to organise. Huge congratulations of course to all the 
students who took part in this superb event! 

Photos courtesy of Mrs Ali Kittermaster. 
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ST. JEAN FRENCH EXCHANGE 

In the last week of the Autumn term, 14 Sixth 
Formers in Cranbrook school and Kent College 
received their French exchange partners from the 
Pays Basque. All the students were treated to a 
first day in London, and despite the wintry skies, 
we enjoyed the views from the top of the London 
Eye! Sadly, the horizontal rain swept us in Trafalgar 
Square and we had to take refuge in the M&Ms 
shop of Leicester Square; essential drying out and shopping had to be done!  

The students then split into mixed language groups to explore the main London sites 
before returning to Convent Garden for a Wagamama experience. The evening ended 
with the Kinky Boots West End show; a fun, festive night to break the ice! 

During the rest of the week, the French partners got to follow our students in their 
lessons (great help in the French grammar revision lesson!), enjoyed the new 6th Form 
center and ate at school too. They still escaped to visit Leeds castle (beautifully 
decorated for the Christmas season), swapped a snowy visit to Rye for an indoor game 
of Bowling in Tunbridge Wells, and spend a glorious day in Canterbury to close their  

visit, after a traditional Christmas meal . 
However, we also learnt about the many 
weekend events to which the French students 
were treated; outings to Oxford, rock climbing, 
formal school dinners, parties, ice skating, and 
many more informal gathering the French 
students really appreciated.  

They all said how fast the week had flown, how 
much they enjoyed living the British school and  

family life for a few days, and how well they had been treated by their partner and 
host families. 

I would like to thank whole-heartedly our 9 Cranbrook inguists who took part in this 

exchange, as well as their kind families who played a most 
important part in making our guests feel right at home. I am 
particularly grateful to the extra family who volunteered and 
kindly hosted 2 stranded students!  Exchanges are an 
opportunity to show hospitality and open-mindedness, and I 
am delighted these 10 Cranbrook families involved were true 
contenders for the “Britain at its best” award! 

We are all looking forward to our return visit in the Basque 
area for one week during the Easter period! In the meantime, 
merci encore, et gardez le contact! 

Mme Lavigne-Kidney  

 

LE TOUQUET PENPALS 

This term, our Y7s have started a written 
correspondence with a fellow ‘sixième’ class in a 
school in Le Touquet. They received their first letter 
from their pen pal just after half-term. You can see 
from the pictures their excitement when they 
opened them. The French students introduced 
themselves in those beautifully crafted letters. We 
replied to them last week, in French, introducing  

ourselves, our families and wishing them a Joyeux Noel.  

Students on both sides of the Channel are very 
enthusiastic about this and have already 
exchanged Snapchat codes and Instagram names in 
order to also chat outside of school. We hope we 
will be able to meet in the Summer Term during a 
trip to Le Touquet. 

Melle Bisserier 
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

Cranbrook really knows how to go to town when it comes to dressing up.  Today was no exception.  Christmas jumpers and 
outfits were out in full to participate in Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Save the Children.  It was lovely to see staff joining in 
too!   
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It has been such a busy term with many changes, both expected and not so expected. 

Let’s start at Big Side. Tom Hillier and Hika Reid 
have taken on the leadership of the rugby, a 
new coaching team with new ideas which have 
gone down a storm with all the teams.  The 
Seniors more set in their ways have taken 
longer adapting their play and the 1st’s have 
been plagued with injuries that have massively 
affected their season.  However, the two 
Cornwallis leaders Harry Thompson (1st team 
Captain) and Henry Blandford (2nd team  

Captain) have led with the commitment and good humour that you would expect from 
them.  The U16’s have made huge steps and gelled together as a group fully committing to 
the new style and enjoying a positive relationship with their main coach Hika.  The U15’s as 
a year group lead the way with the best results overall but also should be congratulated on 
great team spirit and commitment to the new style under the inspirational leadership of 
Paddy Hagger for the A team and Finlay Nadin for the B’s.  The U14’s show great potential 
and with a range of prior experience they have improved steadily throughout the season.  
U14A Captains Jed Vine and Charlie Drew have been excellent leaders.  The U12’s have 
also kick started their playing careers at Cranbrook with competitive games against 
Bethany and Simon Langton.  

In addition to the main lead coaches the support staff of Mr O’Brien (referee 
extraordinaire), James Knight – U15B team coaches Alun Brown and Danny McCauley – 
U14B team, Des Amanono – 2nd team Saturday coach (Cranbrook Rugby Club volunteer), 
James Rutter (U14A Saturday coach parent volunteer), Steen Mickleborg (parent volunteer 
referee), Harry Latham-Coyle (former Cranbrook School student volunteer referee) (and 
since half term Jamie McConnachie who has helped most teams at some point.  The time 
and commitment that these staff have provide the rugby boys has been second to none. 

On the sidelines the parents have been as vocal and supportive (mostly!) as ever and the 
wonderful CSPA team organised by Alison Ward have provided hot drinks and homemade 
refreshments at all the home games.  This has made the spectating even more enjoyable 
and certainly more sociable then ever!  Add to this the newly refurbished pavilion and the 

Cranbrook home experience really has improved. 

Thank you to everyone for your support and I’m sure you like me hope that Hika will 
return next year to help Tom continue with the development of the rugby and take the 
success of the juniors especially onwards and upwards into the senior teams. 

Hockey suffered a major staffing loss this term but thankfully newly appointed assistant 
head Chris Johnson was there to save the day with the 1st’s and Freddie Hulbert with the 
U14A’s.  With Mrs Burnett ill with Pneumonia in the first half term we really did rely on 
these hard working staff as well as Maxine Ward and parent volunteer Mel Russell-Vick to 
step up and lead perhaps more than they had expected to.  Although the statistics are 
down this year across the year groups the U15’s have performed extremely well with over 
50% win-loss ratio with the 1st and 2nd  
teams not far behind. County 
performances were good with the 1st’s 
reaching the semi finals and the U15 the 
quarter finals in the U16 competition. 
Captains led by example and should be 
congratulated for their excellent 
leadership.  Kiana Gollan (U15A), 
Kathryn Rasmussen-Arda (U15B), Cicely 
Freeman (2nd) and Ana Glubb (1st).  Ana 
has been exceptional in her role as 1st 
team Captain and supported brilliantly 
by Pip Ross (Vice-Captain) and the rest  

of the Year 13 and Year 12 in the 1st team. They have been a pleasure to coach and with 
nine Year 13 leavers the Year 12’s have a tough act to follow. 

The U14’s have had a really positive season and despite the lack of wins their individual 
skills and team play has developed and their commitment under Captain Anna Lane has 
not wavered which stands them in good stead for the future.  There are some very keen 
and experienced players in year 7 who have bolstered the U14A and B teams and special 
mention should be given here to Year 7, Polly Brownlow for her excellent performance and 
attitude as a regular U14A team member. 
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The CSPA have also provided us with teas at the astro this year which has been hugely 
appreciated by us and the opposition and this along with the positive parent support from 
the side lines has been much appreciated. 

Basketball, Rowing and Equestrian have their own reports included and I would like to say 
a huge thank you to all the staff involved in running these activities – Coach Coleman with 
the support of Emma Riggs for Basketball, Alun Brown and Rob Miller for Rowing and Lisa 
Estall for the Equestrian teams.  

We are introducing squash coaching with Gary Marshall next term (flyer attached) which 
provides another opportunity for participation in sport as well as girls Basketball (info in 
Boarders Newsletter – not just for boarders though!) 

Finally I would like to thank Ali Kittermaster for attending so many matches this term and 
taking wonderful photo’s of the sport.  Some are included in this newsletter but more will 
be shared next term through ParentMail. You will also see three beautiful sporting 
canvases when you next visit the sports hall.  It has been an extremely long and busy term 
but I think we can all be proud of our achievements and the progress that has been made. 

Mrs Coleman  
 

BASKETBALL  

This season opened in difficult fashion for the seniors for not only were we without Jordan 
for the first time in two seasons but I, as captain, suffered a broken hand early in the 
season. Having trained hard in the early term we lost unexpectedly against Bethany and 
Claremont. Wins against Battle and Bennett have redressed the balance but a lot more is 
expected of my team as we move into the next term with 6 more fixtures to follow along 
with various tri-tournaments. On a positive note, we’ve welcomed several Year 11 players 
into the squad along with Hallett and Caulker from the lower years. I’d also like to mention 
how well Ollie Reeder has trained and risen to starting five. 

The year 10s start their league campaign after the term break. In their pre - season 
friendlies they’ve defeated Sutton 42-31 and then unexpectedly again lost at Claremont by 
a single point having led for the whole match. This team welcome new members Dami 
Atere and Michael De Souza to their ranks as they hope to improve on their 6th place 
league finish last season. Good luck to Max Anderson and his team. 

The year 11s have pulled together extremely well following a heavy opening season match 
loss 58-12 at St Greggs. In a very tough league this team has progressively demonstrated 
an ability to play good basketball in parts. They must now turn this into a complete game 
and not just for periods of matches. This was no better demonstrated than in their recent 
home loss to Judd where they closed to within 2 and matched a thoroughbred team for 
much of the match only to fade in the final third of the match. A solid home 25-8 win over 
Bennett closed their season. Bear Voight has captained this team for this season - his core 
members are envisaged to continue their growth in this sport as they enter the senior 
years. 

The year 9 squad are undefeated and have won their West Kent Division-they have a final 
to play in January at Skinners and I personally wish them the very best of luck and sincerely 
hope they bring basketball silverware back here to Cranbrook for the first time in decades. 
They sit 5 and 0 for the year. Afolabi Caulker is a special talent and I’d like the whole school 
to join me in recognising him as fabulous player that we blessed to be with us. His team 
mates have come together as a solid and capable team with Keene impressing in the 44-11 
home win against Hayesbrook; Brown and Drew at the opening win to Sackville and 
Caulker leading all scorers to date. This squad has enormous potential that requires them 
now to focus on both their individual abilities and team game interaction in order to move, 
hopefully, into National Competitive basketball. Well done year 9s. 

In the New Year we will commence girls Basketball - Sunday’s 11.30-1pm - this is a new 
project for us and we hope new members will join our basketball community. 

Finally, I would like to thank Emma Riggs for supporting Coach every week at training.  To 
Emma and Danny for scoring and to coach Coleman for running all our training sessions 
and matches with energy, passion and ongoing enthusiasm. 

Senior Captain – Tobi Olu-Martins  

EQUESTRIAN 

Cranbrook has a fantastically active Equestrian team which includes Hannah Williams, 
Georgie Estall, Issy Stephens, Charlie Hilton, Polly Hutton and Ewan Barbour.  They have 
achieved some fantastic results this term.  To read Equestrian News in full, please visit the 
website - http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/latest-news/ 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/news/latest-news/
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ROWING 

Cranbrook School Boat Club has enjoyed some recent success. 

On Thursday 7th December 15 rowers took part in the West Kent Indoor Rowing 
Championships securing a second place in the sixth form boys and girls event. The 
rowers had to complete an individual row of 8mins and then a team relay of 1min  

sprints each.  The 8mins was a tough 
experience but their fitness work paid off 
and they beat well-established and 
successful Maidstone Grammar teams.  We 
are waiting to hear if our times in second 
place qualify the school for the Kent Games 
later in the year. 

On Saturday 9th December, 16 rowers 
attended the British Indoor Rowing  

Championship along with 2, 500 competitors from elite Olympians to student 
novices.  They all took part in a 500m sprint and a team relay event.  Bella 
Armstrong was the highest place Cranbrook girl for 500m coming 19th closely 
followed by Eva Timlin in 21st out of 40 competitors.  Of the top 20 places 16 
were involved in High Performance GB rowing programmes so the girls performed 
remarkably well. 

In the boys Will Booth took 21st out of 31 
competitors again amongst a large pool of 
GB High Performance rowers. 

In the girls’ relay event the highest placed 
Cranbrook team came 14th out of 43 teams 
showing a serious amount of courage and 
effort. The other girl teams all produced 
personal bests coming 25th and 28th 
respectively. 

And finally the junior mixed relay team of 
Bella Armstrong, Will Booth, Emma Bristow 
and George Slack amazingly retained the 
school’s title from last year as British Indoor 
Champions winning a close fought race 
holding off the some well-established 
rowing schools and clubs like King’s School, 
Worcester , Langley Academy (a designated 
rowing academy) and Broxburne Rowing 
Club.  They came 1st out of a large field of 14 teams winning by 27metres. 

It was great to hear Cranbrook School being announced at the Olympic venue as 
consecutive British Indoor Rowing Champions! 

Well done to all our rowers - fantastic results. 

Mr Alun Brown 

 

SNOWBOARD 'FREESTYLING' FOR CRANBROOK STUDENT 

On Friday 10th November, James Lee (Year 9 HB) took part in Britain’s longest 
running snowboard competition at the Snow Centre in Hemel Hempstead. 

Participants from all over the UK entered and had to ride ‘freestyle’ in front of the 
judges whilst performing tricks on the rails, 
half pipe, boxes and a huge kicker where 
riders gain air time to flip and rotate their 
boards. 

Although James wasn’t placed he 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening and will 
be entering more competitions 
throughout the year. 

Congratulations James. 
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YR7 GETS OFF TO A FLYING START 

Yr7s took part in a Cross Country - Race for 
Life on Friday 10th November - this is a new 
event at Dunorlan.  The girls raced in the boys 
race as no other girls schools entered.  The 
children said it was a fun experience.  Barnaby 
Webster was first in for the boys in 9th position 
with Evie Langham and Polly Brownlow next in 
12th and 13th place respectively.  Well done to 
everyone especially our Gap Student Emma for  

accompanying Mrs Coleman.  

RUGBY - The boys had their first match 
against a mixed Year 7 & 8 team from 
Bethany.  Having had only a handful of 
sessions with Mr Hillier it was great that 12 
boys stepped up to play.  They played with 
their heart and soul and scored several 
excellent tries.  The size of the Bethany Yr8s 
did help Bethany secure a 50-35 win but Mr 
Hillier was extremely pleased with the boys 
performance, they show great potential. 

 
GIRLS HOCKEY - The first year 7 hockey match 
of the season for the girls saw a team of 13 
gain a well earned 2-2 draw against 
Sevenoaks.  A fantastic start for the team 
especially when one of the members had only 
recently been off crutches!  

 

BASKETBALL - The boys did exceptionally well 
against Bethany in their first basketball 
game.  All of the year 7 boys were keen to play 
in this first match, but unfortunately a few were 
unable to play due to prior 
commitments.  Despite a loss of 10-16, the 
team can be congratulated on a well fought 
game especially as they were up against 
Bethany's Year 8 team.  

 

Both boys and girls have played with passion and commitment since the start of 
the terms and have made good progress throughout the games.  Well done 
everyone.  

 

INTER-HOUSE RESULTS 

 

 

Rugby : 
1st    Cornwallis 
2nd   Webster 
3rd    Allan 

 
4th    Horsley 
5th    Crowden 
6th    Rammell 

Hockey 

1st    Horsley 
2nd   Allan 
3rd    Webster 

 
4th    Blubery 
5th    Scott 
 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Yr7-girls-v-Sevenoaks-Oct-2017.jpg
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Yr-7-Boys-v-Bethany-Oct-2017-5.jpg
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We are very lucky that we have some amazing parents that give up their time to help out at sporting events, with some truly fabulous photographers amongst 
them.  They have provided us with some fantastic photographs this term.  Thank you to Mrs Ali Kittermaster  and Mr Peter Blandford for providing us with some 
wonderful shots. 

As well as the sports reports contained in this newsletter, there are Rugby and Hockey write-ups for all teams which are available to view as downloads on the 
website - please follow this link to view the reports - http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/co-curricular/sport/ 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/co-curricular/sport/
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL: 

Wednesday 3rd January:   Boarders to return @ 18:00 

Thursday 4th January:   Return to school for 8.30am 

 
Timetable B will be for the w/c Thursday 4th January 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Many thanks to all those parents who have helped their sons/daughters with 
organising their summer work experience placement, and have now provided the 
school with the details we need to carry out our health and safety checks.  I know 
from speaking to students that many more have placements in the pipeline and 
are working hard to get confirmation of these.  Please can you check with your 
sons and daughters as to where they are with regards to progress with this – and 
if nothing has been done thus far, might I suggest the Christmas holidays as 
being  a good time to start! 

 
Many thanks for all your help and support with this. 
 
Mrs Newman 
 

PARENTMAIL 

There has been a brilliant response to register with ParentMail - 80% of parents 
have already completed their registration.  Don’t forget to also download the App 
to your mobile.  At present only 29% of parents have completed this download.  
In order to receive the full ParentMail experience visit the AppStore and 
download the App.  Payments for lunch will be possible via ParentMail from 19th 
December next week.   ParentMail in full will go live in January and you will be 
notified of the date in due course. 

 

SCHOOLSTRADER 

Looking to buy or sell a trumpet, car or bike? www.schoolstrader.com - the #1 
independent school community trading platform – is the place to go. All are 
welcome to use the site to buy/sell/rent anything from sports kit, ski gear, 
uniform, bikes, musical instruments and 
holiday homes, to cars, boats and even 
houses. All free.  

Schoolstrader has been established for 10 
years, has tens of thousands of users and 
has featured in the Times, Telegraph, 
Mail, BBC, ITV, Guardian and Country Life 
– and as a Sunday Times ‘Top 10’ website.  

Happy trading!  

 
TO THE PARENTS OF ALL Y9 FRENCH STUDENTS 

We are delighted to offer all Y9s French students the opportunity to participate in 
a French exchange to Bayeux.  A letter will be emailed to you at the end of term 
highlighting the details and dates.  This is a brilliant chance to engage further with 
French, especially if your child is considering taking French for GCSE! 

Bonne chance! 

Mme Lavigne-Kidney 

http://www.schoolstrader.com/
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