
 
 

READ THESE BOOKS! 

Year 10 Suggestions 

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray  Chris Wooding. 

Award-winning gothic thriller.  London has sur-

vived war and plague only to face a new horror - 

the Wych Kin. All kinds of demons lurk in the lab-

yrinth of the Old Quarter, and it is the task of 

wych-hunters such as Thaniel Fox to keep them 

at bay. Then one night he rescues a young wom-

an who has lost her memory: the beautiful and 

vulnerable Alaizabel Cray. But Alaizabel is nurs-

ing a dark secret that could unleash the most 

terrible evil of all - and bring destruction to the 

world. 

There will be Lies  Nick Lake. Truth and lies col-

lide in a superbly twisty, heart-in-mouth thriller. 

This novel is a skillfully paced thriller that ends 

in heart-pounding tragedy, but the real achieve-

ment is the  glimpse it provides of a misunder-

stood, war-ravaged country. 

Three Men in a Boat   Jerome K Jerome. ‘There 

were four of us - George, William Samuel Harris, 

and myself, and Montmorency.' So begins this 

comic novel, which tells the tale of a boating 

expedition on the Thames, undertaken by three 

friends, to say nothing of the dog, Montmorency. 

It magnifies their adventures to epic proportions.  

The Day of the Triffids John Wyndham. When a 

freak cosmic event renders most of the Earth's 

population blind, Bill Masen is one of the lucky 

few to retain his sight. The London he walks is 

crammed with groups of men and women need-

ing help, some ready to prey on those who can 

still see. But another menace stalks blind and 

sighted alike.  

Catcher in the Rye  J D Salinger. A 16-year old 

American boy relates in his own words the expe-

riences he goes through at school and after, and 

reveals with unusual candour the workings of his 

own mind. What does a boy in his teens think and 

feel about his teachers, parents, friends and ac-

quaintances?  

The Weight of Water  Sarah Crossan. Armed with 

a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with 

clothes, Kasienka and her mother head for Eng-

land. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her 

mother's heart is breaking and at school friends 

are scarce. But when someone special swims into 

her life, Kasienka learns that there might be 

more than one way for her to stay afloat. 

Cider with Rosie Laurie Lee. Cider with Rosie is 

a wonderfully vivid memoir of childhood in a re-

mote Cotswold village, a village before electrici-

ty or cars, a timeless place on the verge of 

change. Growing up amongst the fields and 

woods and characters of the place, Laurie Lee 

depicts a world that is both immediate and real 

and belongs to a now-distant past. A classic read. 

Counting by 7s Holly Goldberry Sloan. Willow 

Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed 

with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, 

who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has 

never been easy for her to connect with anyone 

other than her adoptive parents. . . until now.  

Between Shades of Grey Ruta Sepetys. One 

night fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother and 

young brother are hauled from their home by So-

viet guards, thrown into cattle cars and sent 

away. They are being deported to Siberia. An 

unimaginable and harrowing journey has begun. 

Lina doesn't know if she'll ever see her father or 

her friends again.  

The Great Gatsby  F Scott Fitzgerald. A portrait 

of the American Jazz Age and its decadence and 

excesses. 
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Edge of Nowhere  John Smelcer. This is an 

astonishing tale of survival; a poignant Robinson 

Crusoe story, based on true events. When Seth 

and his dog, Tucker, are washed overboard from 

his father's fishing boat during a torrential storm, 

they are assumed drowned. But by good fortune, 

Seth and Tucker make it safely to one of the hun-

dreds of islands that line the Alaskan coast. Over 

many months, the boy and his dog make their 

way, island by island, towards home, while Seth's 

desperate father never gives up hope. Along the 

way, Seth learns many hard lessons about surviv-

al, and even harder lessons about himself. 

Everybody Jam  Ali Lewis. Danny Dawson lives in 

the middle of the Australian outback. His older 

brother Jonny was killed in an accident last year 

but no-one ever talks about it. 

And now it's time for the annual muster. The big-

gest event of the year on the cattle station, and a 

time to sort the men from the boys. 

The Fault in Our Stars John Green. Despite the 

tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought 

her a few years, Hazel has never been anything 

but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon 

diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named 

Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid 

Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be com-

pletely rewritten. 

All Quiet on the Western Front  Erich Re-

marque. First World War classic tells the story of 

Paul Baumer who enlists into the German army 

with his classmates.  An epic tale of trench war-

fare and the battle of the same generation but 

with different uniforms fighting against each oth-

er. 

Postcards From No-Man’s Land   Aidan Cham-

bers. A boy goes to Amsterdam for commemora-

tion of the Battle of Arnhem where his grandfa-

ther fought 50 years ago. 

Being   Kevin Brooks. 16-year-old Robert lies 

anaesthetized. A routine operation has just gone 

wrong. As Robert slowly wakes, he can hear, he 

can feel, but he can't scream. The operation isn't 

over. But life, as Robert knows it, is. Robert goes 

on the run, terrified and desperate for answers. 

But what if the answers are too terrifying to 

face?  

The Taliban Cricket Club Timeri N Murari. This 

is a tale of hope, love and family around the ob-

scure historical fact of Afghanistan's application 

to the International Cricket Council in 2000. An 

unusual mix of tension, farce and outrage. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles   Arthur Conan 

Doyle. Classic fiction about the first detective. A 

great way to be introduced to Sherlock Holmes, 

and if you’re hooked there are 11 more Sherlock 

stories in the library! 

The Outsiders S E Hinton. Greasers, Rockers, 

different place, different name - but wherever 

they are, they're outsiders; the rough, tough, 

long-haired boys from the other side of town. 

Their story is told by Ponyboy, a witness to the 

savage baiting that leads his best friend to man-

slaughter. More than a story of hatred and vio-

lence, also a story of loyalty and friendship.  

Bravo Two Zero  Andy McNab. A breathtaking 

account of Special Forces Soldiering : a chronicle 

of superhuman courage, endurance and dark hu-

mour in the face of overwhelming odds. 

Rebecca  Daphne Du Maurier. Mystery and ro-

mance in Cornwall. 


