
Supporting Students in These Competitive 
Times 













How Important are AS Results? 





Essentially, it comes down to two 
strands… 

Your Academic Profile 
Your Evidenced Interest in 

the Subject (Personal 
Statement and Reference) 



School Reference: 
 
X is a student of some ability who can really bring a 
subject discussion to life when he chooses. When on 
time, her prep is of a good standard with the occasional 
outstanding piece. We believe X had the potential to 
achieve far higher than her AS result and may achieve 
the B she deserves after retaking at least one module. 
There is potential here.   



School Reference: 
 
X is a powerful Classicist. He is an incredibly intelligent young man who takes great 
pleasure in looking at every side of an argument in great detail before coming to a 
conclusion in his work. He is keen to debate and often gets the better of me no matter 
how hard I push him. Just when I think I’ve managed to convince him that I’m right, he 
suddenly throws in an obscure, long forgotten detail to push his views through. The 
amount of time he puts into the subject is always rewarded as he has never failed to 
produce anything other than detailed, insightful and analytical written work. His work 
has been at its best when using historical and contextual evidence to expand on the 
texts we study and seems to be particularly enjoying the Comedy module that 
encourages this. He puts a remarkable amount of effort into every piece of work he 
tackles and this was reflected in his impressive results last summer. X is the most 
likeable of people and I have never failed to be impressed by him. He is a natural 
academic who thrives under pressure and will surely blossom into the most fascinating 
of young men. 



Should students know what they 
want to do? Should they panic? 

What should they do now? 







What About Other Paths? 







Timeframe? 

- Mock Exams – Last Week. 

- After Mocks – Formal Reports for Year 12. 

- After Reports – Stretching Work and Intervention. 

- May – Study Leave and AS Exams. 

- June – Return to School and Prepare Applications/Statements/CVs etc. Begin 
Year 13. 

- September – School Finalises Reference. 

- September/October – Apply to University/Career. 

- November-January – Universities Pick Who They Want. 

- 2015 – Study for Final Exams to Achieve University Offers.  

 



Sixth Form Action Plan … 



 
This half term I am going to: 

Read A Young Doctor’s Notebook 

Subscribe to New Scientist and read 
articles relevant to my area of interest in 
biology/chemistry 

Complete my first work experience in the 
local GP 

Apply for a Headstart course 

Sixth Form Action Plan … 



http://trashcomplex.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/what-is-history.jpeg




Which one are 
you reading to 
assist your 
studies and 
enrich your 
learning? 









Russell Group – Informed Choices booklet. Available as a 
PDF online or from the sixth form team. 



How Not To Start… 
 
Ever since I was a young boy, I have been 
fascinated with Geography. My father was in the 
navy and often regaled me with tales of his 
adventures at sea the dangers he faced. I have 
become obsessed by the power of nature and 
can’t wait to start studying it further at 
university. 
 



Recently, I have worked part time at a local law firm, specialising in family law. The knowledge I gained 
was illuminating and gave me insight as to how family law is put into practice and the impact it has on 
families and children. To further my understanding, I have arranged work experience with Sears Tooth 
Solicitors in London for next year. My interest was fuelled by work experience at Hastings County Court, 
where I spent a day with a Circuit Judge dealing with a public law child care case. The children were 
removed from the care of their mother as there was evidence of the children being placed in 
dangerous and abusive situations by the mother's partner. After witnessing this case, I began to reflect 
on the philosophy of care proceedings and the point at which the court decides to remove children 
from their birth parents. In this case, the court had the welfare of the children as its paramount 
consideration as it must do pursuant to the Children Act 1989. 
 
This interest has led me to study some of the works of particular engineers, and create a portfolio. I 
have selected some of the ideas from the book I am currently reading, Seventy Architectural Wonders 
of our Modern World. It has further enriched my knowledge as it has given me a deeper understanding 
about the logistics of certain architectural structures. In addition to a sketch of each infrastructure, I 
have researched the different features such as their structure and information about them. Due to the 
multinational nature of engineering, having the skills to speak another language will benefit me greatly 
as well as being prepared to travel when necessary. 
 
I have found myself straying from the Romantic novels of the canon authors of the past and delving into 
the postmodern era of today, experiencing the current of hyperrealism which features throughout. 
Rebecca Ray's A Certain Age inspired and interested me with its troubling themes. I feel that this 
controversial novella is poignantly enduring as it addresses many social issues still relevant today, such 
as the hyper-sexualisation of children, self-harm and the unacknowledged poverty in England, while 
challenging the inference of abuse which surrounds a man in a relationship with a girl under 16.  



In the sixth form , I have helped in lower school Maths and ICT classes as well as 
mentoring students to improve their GCSE Science grades. It is rewarding to see 
them ‘switching on’ to science, just as I was at that age. Beyond school, I have 
had the privilege of visiting a number of diverse countries, experiencing various 
biomes which have deepened my appreciation of the complexity of global 
biodiversity. On a charitable expedition  to Tanzania I attended a government 
medical seminar, where I could ask and respond to questions on the provision 
of health care offered in the UK and Tanzania. I have also pursued my interest in 
the history and philosophy of science by completing an EPQ. I am a school 
supervisor, a CCF sergeant and also contribute to the Amnesty group and 
pastoral mentoring programme. I help run the eco-committee where I apply my 
knowledge in ‘green chemistry’ to the recycling of plastics in the school. 
 During my time in the sixth form, charity expedition. 

Extra-Curricular … 



In her house, **** was selected to be a supervisor, a student 
listener and the deputy house captain of Webster.  She has taken a 
full school assembly in support of Genes for Genes Day, created 
and organised our Halloween fundraising event, and is a mentor to 
year 9 students where her sensitive nature is invaluable in 
supporting the younger students. She was also invited to be part 
of the team for the national robotics competition.  In addition, she 
is a mentor to year 11 students of chemistry.  ****  has a clear 
sense of her future in chemical engineering, which she confirmed 
by attending three engineering courses during her AS year.  She 
has worked with real commitment in her science A Levels and has 
reached a very admirable standard (93% in maths and 90% in 
chemistry). ****  is marked out by her initiative, creativity and 
energy: in her spare time she runs her own website to promote 
her face-painting business. ****  is a great team player, a hard-
worker and an academic. We recommend her for chemical 
engineering without hesitation. 



 
 

Concise – no more than a few sentences 

Offer a convincing insight into why you 
love your subject, avoiding clichés 

Convey genuine reflection on the subject – 
this is something I’ve actually spent time 
thinking about. 

First Paragraph … 



My keen desire to study natural sciences stems from an understanding that the multi-
disciplinary subjects I have studied at A-Level are deeply connected and relate to a 
comprehensive model of the natural world. A natural sciences degree will provide me 
with a strong foundation, whilst at the same time enabling me to maintain a broad 
spectrum for investigation.  
 
Literature creates a bridge between the past and present. Through appreciation of the 
written word, we not only respond to generations of the future and past but we 
understand cultures, beliefs and worlds, both dramatically different to our own and 
extraordinarily similar. Our own understandings and opinions are thus influenced by 
what we read, encouraging contemplation of our place in a diverse, contemporary 
world. 
 
I have long had a passion in the ways that people live, particularly in comparing different 
society’s lifestyles and perceptions of the world. The development of humans over time, 
how much societies have changed and how much they vary are all topics that make me 
want to study anthropology. At a recent lecture I attended, anthropology was described 
as ‘the study of what it means to be a human as a part of a group of society’; this 
definition drew me into the subject and made me want to read more and learn more 
about it. 

First Paragraphs … 


