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Welcome to the Sixth Form  
at Cranbrook School 

Cranbrook enjoys a reputation as one of the leading Grammar 
Schools in the country with a broad focus on scholarship, 
fellowship and leadership. We believe that all our students have 
gifts and talents, and we will work together to develop these to 
the full.

Academic study is central to life in the Cranbrook Sixth Form. 
Scholarship, determination and hard work are promoted in all 
subjects. We have the highest expectations of our Sixth Formers 
as we look to prepare them for success in the professional world. 
But learning here is also relaxed, enjoyable and fun. Teachers 
will always look to promote knowledge and understanding that 
takes the students beyond the confines of the examination 
specification. There is a brisk pace of learning where our students 
take on increasing responsibility for their work. They have to be 
ambitious, self-motivated and organised. When they leave, they 
will be prepared for independent study required at university.

We have a large Sixth Form of about 360 students. Our pastoral 
system ensures that students always have someone, whom they 
know well, to turn to for both academic and personal support. 
Students receive advice about UCAS and Oxbridge entry and 
together with careers guidance, allows students to make an 
educated choice about their future before they leave Cranbrook.

Cranbrookians are interesting people who enjoy a variety of 
cultural experiences alongside their academic pursuits. Sport, 
music, drama, charity, Amnesty International, political awareness 
groups, Duke of Edinburgh, CCF, Debating Society and 
overseas travel are just a few of the wide ranging extra-curricular 
opportunities available at Cranbrook. Sixth Formers are also 
trusted with numerous leadership roles in many areas of school 
life, from running clubs and societies to being an academic 
mentor to younger students. We hope that, in becoming well-
cultured scholars and potential leaders of the future, all our 
students will, at the same time, grow into caring, independent 
young adults with a strong sense of moral and  
ocial responsibility.

Sixth Form should be one of the most exciting times of your life; 
you will certainly not be disappointed if you join us at Cranbrook!

Head of Sixth FormW
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The Sixth Form is 
outstanding.

Ofsted 2015
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Academic
One of the key aims in the 
Sixth Form is to develop 
students as independent and 
lifelong learners, carefully 
managing the transition from 
the highly structured nature  
of Year 11 in preparation for 
higher education and beyond. 
Students will have non-
contact study periods 
alongside taught lessons and 
are expected to use study 
periods constructively and 
wisely to support their 
academic studies. Much of 
this work will be self-directed 
and involve wider reading and 
additional note-taking that are 
essential at this level of study. 
Academic progress is 
exceptionally well monitored 
here and we use this data to 
reward and support students 
where necessary. No student 
will go unnoticed at 
Cranbrook.

Students will also participate in 
the innovative Cranbrook Diploma 
programme. This is a series of ten 
developmental challenges that we 
expect all students to complete before 
they finish their time here. These 
range from voluntary work, work 
experience and public speaking, to 
reading Booker Prize winning novels 
and writing independent essays on 
academic interests of their choice. This 
unique scheme is designed to help all 
students to develop the qualities to be 
a confident, curious, employable and 
well-rounded school leaver. We believe 
Cranbrook School develops brilliant 
undergraduates that succeed at the 
very best universities in the world.  

Not only do I feel challenged 
in the classroom, teachers 
are always there to provide 
help when needed. 

Sixth Form Student

There are so many 
different levels of support 
at Cranbrook School. 
Whether it is friends in the 
quad, your tutor at House 
time, your teachers in the 
classroom or your Head of 
House after school, there 
is always someone keen 
to support your individual 
needs. Day or boarding, 
Cranbrook is one united 
community.

Sixth Form Student
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Pastoral 
Cranbrook School operates a 
strong pastoral system based on 
Houses with unique identities. 
There is the Sixth Form 
Management Team, the Heads of 
House, Careers Team, Medical 
Centre, Student Listeners, Mentors 
and more besides. Primarily, 
students work with their form tutor 
who will monitor academic 
progress and personal 
development closely. The form 
tutor is always the first port of call 
and communication is key in 
maintaining our high standards of 
student welfare.  

Admissions
As a state grammar school for boys 
and girls, we offer both day and 
boarding places. Boarding applicants 
can reside anywhere in the UK or 
internationally, however, all applicants 
must hold either a UK or EU passport.

Applications for entry into Sixth Form 
are invited from both internal and 
external candidates. Please see the 
school website for full entry criteria 
for both year 12 and year 13 entry, 
including the catchment area for those 
wishing to apply for a day student 
place, as well as additional information 
regarding Open Days, tours of the 
school, and to find out about the 
deadline for applications: 

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/
admissions 

The Cranbrook Diploma
encapsulates the
employability skills that
complement the formal
programmes on offer.

Ofsted 2015
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A Levels and Beyond
We have great success in helping 
students make the right choices 
and securing places at top 
universities - Cambridge and 
Oxford are aspirational targets for 
many students, and we pride 
ourselves on our high success 
rate with medics. Each student 
receives careers education, advice 
and guidance (including 
apprenticeships), advice about 

university visits, websites and the 
intricacies of admissions from a 
number of teachers and our 
Careers Office. Careers evenings 
are held throughout the year, as 
well as our annual ‘Futures Week’ 
where students are off-timetable 
preparing applications and 
receiving specialised lectures.

The programme of support for these 
difficult subjects was something that 
started from day one and carried on 
throughout the Sixth Form. 

Sixth Form Student

As a result of high quality 
careers  
guidance and excellent 
teaching almost all proceed 
to higher education and 
universities of their choice.” 

Ofsted 2015
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Co-Curricular Activities
Sixth Form is very much part of 
the School and not a separate 
body within it. As such, the Sixth 
Form play a highly significant role 
in the day-to-day running of the 
School. Many take up House 
leadership roles or head 
Cranbrook’s numerous clubs, 
societies and sports teams in their 
final years. Some also sit on the 
internal school council which 
helps determine present-day and 
future policies. 

We are also remarkably proud of 
our expansive voluntary work and 
there are many opportunities to get 
involved with local primary schools.

The School has a long tradition of 
providing an impressive and varied co-
curricular programme and all members 
of the Sixth Form are encouraged to 
participate. There are regular school 
concerts and drama productions as 
well as a wide range of orchestras, 
ensembles, bands and choirs.  For many 
years, groups have been involved in an 
exchange to India and an expedition to 

Tanzania to carry our charity projects in 
local schools. The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Scheme and the CCF give 
students the challenge of assuming 
responsibility and working as part of  
a team.

There are numerous other activities 
including Young Enterprise, Debating 
Society, Current Affairs and Politics 
Society, Mock Trial and the prestigious 
Bank of England/Times Target 2.0 Interest 
Rate Challenge. Whatever your interest, 
Cranbrook School will empower you to 
feed your curiosity further. 

Cranbrook has enabled me 
to develop my passions 
and interests. I have been 
able to get involved in a 
range of different activities 
which not only further my 
interest in A Level subjects, 
but also help to develop me 
as a person. When I asked 
if I could set up my own 
political debating forum, 
staff were eager to help 
facilitate rooms and lunch 
passes so that it could 
grow. We went from a small 
group of 20 to over 100 
meeting once a week in a 
short space of time.

Sixth Form Student
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The School has an excellent 
record in sport, boasting a 
major fixtures programme 
against high level 
opponents, with many 
students excelling at school 
level and beyond. Sports 
Tours have taken students 
to many destinations 
throughout the world 
including South America, 
Asia, South Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand.

As well as the major team games of 
Rugby, Netball, Hockey and Cricket, 
many other sports are popular. 
These include Athletics, Basketball, 
Swimming, Tennis and Rounders.

The broad range of courses 
on offer meets students’ 
needs exceptionally well. 
In particular, high quality 
enrichment and sporting 
opportunities provided 
through the Cranbrook  
‘co-curriculum’ add breadth 
and depth to the students’ 
personal and academic 
development.

Ofsted 2015
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Thank you for giving our 
Sixth Form prospectus 
your attention.  
Please do not hesitate 
to contact us

Sport at Cranbrook school is second to none. For a 
relatively small grammar school Cranbrook produces 
some exceptional sporting teams and has a set of brilliant 
coaches. Playing in a Cranbrook jersey has always been a 
huge honour and an all-time highlight for me. 

Sixth Form Student
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Please take the opportunity  
to visit our website:
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk  
to find out more about  
Cranbrook life.

Cranbrook is a selective, state day  
and boarding school for boys and girls.

Cranbrook School, Cranbrook 
Kent TN17 3JD
Email: registrar@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
Telephone: 01580 711800

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk
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