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Thank you for taking 
the time to read about 
Cranbrook School,  
one of the oldest and  
highly regarded state day 
and boarding schools  
in England.
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Situated in the heart of the Kent 
countryside. Cranbrook is blessed 
with superb facilities, a 75 acre 
campus and a truly dedicated 
teaching staff.

As a selective grammar school we 
challenge the brightest boys and 
girls in the local area (along with 
boarders from further afi eld) to fulfi l 
their true potential in the classroom 
and outside. Our academic results 
and outstanding Ofsted rating 
suggest that we are managing to 
meet that aim without betraying our  
roots. In our view, no other school 
blends the traditions of the State and 
Independent sectors so successfully.

Our key facilities include a dedicated 
sixth form centre, performing arts 
centre, science block, lecture 
theatre, library, observatory, medical 
centre, dining hall and theatre, 
in addition to modern, well equipped 
teaching rooms.

Our main sports are rugby, hockey 
(boys and girls), cricket, rounders, 
netball, basketball, swimming, 
athletics and tennis. On site facilities 
include an outdoor heated swimming 
pool, squash courts, 50 acres of 
playing fi elds, an all-weather 
Astro Turf centre, and a superb 
sports hall equipped with multi-gym 
and dance studio. The majority of 
students participate in our busy 
sports programme during the 
week and most Saturdays with 
fi xtures against top grammar and 
independent schools.

Our extra curricular programme 
includes CCF, Duke of Edinburgh, 
community and charity work, public 
speaking, music and performing 
arts. Additionally, over 40 clubs and 
societies cater for student interests 
outside teaching hours.

In the belief that travel genuinely 
broadens the mind, we are 
committed to organising trips to 
cater for a variety of interests. 
We have long-standing exchange 
partnerships with schools in France 
and India and in recent years there 
have been classics visits to Italy 
and Greece, food trips to Spain, 
sports tours to Australia, Fiji and 
the Caribbean, and expeditions to 
Indonesia and Tanzania.

Our community is built upon an 
established House system which 
ensures that every student can fi nd 
friendship, personal mentoring and 
an essential team spirit outside the 
confi nes of the classroom. We have 
12 Houses – seven for boys and 
fi ve for girls. 
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Cranbrook has enabled 
me to develop my 
passions and interests. 
I have been able to get 
involved in a range of 
different activities which 
not only further my 
interest in my A Level 
subjects, but also help 
to develop me as 
a person.”

Year 12 Student
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The high standard of achievement of our 
pupils and inspirational teaching mean 
that our exam results are exceptionally 
good. We are proud of the fact that 
Cranbrook is consistently placed among 
the best schools in England. 

Such success is based on the 
enthusiasm and experience of our 
teaching staff, the monitoring of academic 
performance on an individual basis and  
the curiosity and commitment of our 
students themselves.
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As a selective school, we admit 
students on the basis of their 
academic performance in our day 
and boarding entrance exams. 

In Years 10 and 11 students 
follow courses leading to GCSE 
in ten subjects. Mathematics, 
English Language and Literature, 
one Modern Language and the 
Sciences are compulsory at this 
stage. In addition, students then 
choose three optional courses from 
History, Geography, Latin, Spanish, 
Food Science, Art & Design, 
Drama, Music, Philosophy and 
Ethics,  Design Technology, PE and 
ICT. The vast majority achieve the 
English Baccalaureate (EBacc) at 
the end of Year 11.

All students are closely monitored 
and supported by their subject 
teachers during these years. 
Additional guidance and support 
are also provided by House tutors 
who liaise with parents regarding 
performance and subject choices 
for Year 10 and beyond.

AS and A Level choices are 
planned well in advance of GCSE 
exams and confirmed after results 
are published. Cranbrook School 
has enjoyed consistent, top tier 
success at GCSE and A Level in 
recent years. 

Safeguarding

Safeguarding and Child Protection 
are high priorities at Cranbrook 
School. All staff, both academic 
and support are DBS checked, 
receive regular safeguarding 
training and are aware of the need 
to be vigilant in their duty of care 
towards the students. 

All staff and pupils receive e-safety 
training to raise awareness of 
internet safety.
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One of the greatest lessons I have learned is that: 
it’s more valuable to acknowledge that you do not 
know something. In doing so you’ve unlocked 
the most signifi cant aspect of being a student at 
Cranbrook. You want to learn. 

Year 13 Student
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Academic study is central to life  
in the Cranbrook Sixth Form. 

We have the highest expectations of 
our sixth formers as we prepare them 
for success in the professional world. 
Teachers always promote knowledge  
and understanding that takes the 
students beyond the confines of the 
examination specification. The pace 
of learning is brisk, with our students 
encouraged to take on increasing 
responsibility for their work. They have 
to be ambitious, self-motivated and 
organised. When they leave, they will 
be prepared for the independent study 
required at university and other training 
routes, such as apprenticeships.
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We have a large Sixth Form of over 
300 students. Our pastoral system 
ensures that students always have 
someone whom they know well 
to turn to, both for academic and 
personal support.

Students receive high quality 
advice and guidance about UCAS 
and Oxbridge entry, together with 
effective careers guidance. This 
enables them to make an informed 
choice about their future before 
they leave Cranbrook.

Most sixth formers at Cranbrook 
School study four or five AS Levels 
in the first year, continuing at least 
three of these through to A Level 
(A2) in Year 13.

A wide choice of courses is 
available: Art and Design, Biology, 
Business Studies, Chemistry, 
Classical Civilisation, Design 
Technology, Economics, English 
Literature, Food Technology, 
French, Maths, Further Maths, 
Geography, History (Early and  
Later Modern), History of Art,  
Latin, Music, Performing Arts, 
Physical Education, Physics, 
Politics, Philosophy and Ethics  
and Spanish.

Virtually all our students go to 
university after Cranbrook and 
the range of courses chosen by 
our leavers is very broad. A high 
proportion go on to prestigious 
universities such as those in the 
Russell Group.

Gap years are extremely popular 
as pupils embrace the spirit of 
adventure and new opportunities.

Increasingly our students are 
looking at apprenticeships and 
study abroad as next steps  
beyond A Level. 
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I’ve found the rapport 
between the staff and 
the students to be 
the most impressive 
element of my time at 
Cranbrook. Staff give 
the support students 
need to do what they 
want to do, whether it 
be setting up a music 
appreciation society or  
a boarding quiz night. 

Year 13 Student
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We want each of our boarders to think 
of their Boarding House as a home from 
home, a safe and secure environment 
founded on trust and respect. Our top 
priority is that your children are happy, 
healthy and well cared for, allowing  
them to achieve their full potential 
academically, socially and physically.  
We are careful to integrate our boarders 
with their day students, ensuring that  
they feel part of the Cranbrook 
community from day one.





When your child joins the school, 
he or she will be in the care of a 
resident Head of House, overseen 
by the Director of Boarding, assisted 
by tutors and matrons. The House 
team monitors all aspects of a 
student’s progress throughout their 
career and will liaise with you closely 
during this time. Boarders benefi t 
from supervised prep time as well 
as increased access to the School’s 
resources out of class hours, 
including evening SEN support.

Each House has a unique feel and 
established traditions, of which 
the students feel extremely proud. 
Inter-House competitions are 
enjoyable, hard-fought affairs. 
We offer excellent facilities, 
maintained and enhanced by the 
school estates team.

Your child’s welfare is of paramount 
importance and healthy nutrition is a  
signifi cant part. We have an excellent 
school catering team, which provides 
a variety of options, three times a 
day, in the school dining hall. Menus 
are published in the boarders’ bulletin 
each week.

We have six boarding Houses: 
Cornwallis, Crowden and Rammell 
for boys, and Blubery and Scott 
for girls. In addition, School Lodge 
provides a Year 9 settling in House 
for all boys entering Cranbrook 
aged 13 as boarders.

Each House has its own Head of 
House, matron and roster of duty 
staff made up of teachers and 
support staff. 

Younger boarders sleep in small 
dormitories and share excellent 
communal areas equipped with 
TVs, PCs, games equipment and 
kitchenettes for those all  important 
snacks! Older boarders move on to 
shared individual study bedrooms.

Many participate in the School’s 
sports programmes on Saturday 
mornings or afternoons. On Sundays 
the School runs a series of staffed 
excursions to London and other 
more local attractions such as ice 
skating, bowling, theme parks and
watersports. 

Exeats are very fl exible and can 
be taken from Friday evenings, 
Saturday or Sunday mornings, 
dependent upon the student’s 
commitments in school. A family 
ethos permeates all that we do 
in boarding.                
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Boarding at Cranbrook breaks down 
all cultural and age barriers creating a 
friendly and fun environment.

House Captain Overseas 2015
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Choosing the right school for your child 
is exciting but exacting at the same time. 
We hope that our prospectus paints an 
accurate and attractive picture of life at 
Cranbrook which will help in your decision 
making process.

As a state grammar school for 
boys and girls, we cater for the top 
20-25% of the academic ability 
range, and places are always 
oversubscribed. We offer both 
day and boarding places. Day 
place applicants must live within 
an 8.5km radius of the school and 
boarding applicants must hold 
either a UK or EU passport.

If you are considering Cranbrook 
School for your child please 
refer to the school website to 
download additional information 
on Open Days, tours of the 
school, application forms and to 
find out about the deadline for 
registrations and exam dates; 
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/
admissions

Directions: Just 30 miles from 
London and located in the heart of 
the beautiful Weald countryside,the 
school has excellent road links 
from Junction 5/M25 and Junction 
6/M20 (Please enter TN17 3JD 
for Sat Nav directions or search 
Cranbrook School, Kent on  
Google Maps).

And finally…
Thank you for giving  
our prospectus your 
attention. We very much 
look forward to  
welcoming you soon. 





Please take the opportunity 
to visit our website:
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk 
to fi nd out more about 
Cranbrook life.

Cranbrook is a selective, state day 
and boarding school for boys and girls.

Cranbrook School, Cranbrook
Kent TN17 3JD
Email: registrar@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
Telephone: 01580 711800

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk
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