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At Cranbrook School, 
our core values are 
underpinned by the belief 
that all our students 
should develop into well 
rounded individuals. As 
a grammar school we 
place a premium on 
academic success, but 
with almost 500 years 
of boarding experience 
we firmly believe that 
developing interests and 
abilities outside of the 
curriculum is key to the 
success of our students. 
Cranbrook’s ethos is 
one that students and 
staff are very proud 
of and work hard to 
maintain. Our staff and 
students are supported 
by a committed parent 
body who are very much 
a part of our school 
community.

Cranbrook Boarding 
Rated Outstanding by 
Ofsted February 2016
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For parents thinking of boarding for their child Cranbrook offers a 
host of excellent features. Your child will enjoy outstanding care, 
support and opportunities to shine. On top of that, our teaching 
and the results our students produce are more than a match for 
some of the best that top grammar and independent schools 
have to offer. Most importantly, boarding at Cranbrook is fun!

I hope you enjoy this introduction. Please do come and visit to 
see for yourselves. You will be impressed.

John Weeds 
Headmaster

I am very proud that our boarding provision and the excellent 
work of all our staff and students was recognised as outstanding 
in our latest boarding Ofsted inspections, a full version of the 
report is available on our website.

Boarding is what makes our school stand out from all other 
grammar schools. Since the school was left to the town’s 
children in 1518, boarding has played a significant role in the 
development of Cranbrook School. 

Cranbrook is a school where students can become confident, 
independent thinkers and caring individuals. When our students 
leave, not only have they developed strong friendships, those 
friendships are enriched with fond memories and a respectful, 
caring outlook on life and the community.

Our top priorities are that all boarding students feel happy and 
cared for, that they feel fully integrated with their day student 
counterparts and that they fulfil their potential.

Should you wish to visit our campus to meet some of our 
students and staff, or if you have any questions regarding 
boarding including how to apply, please do not hesitate to 
contact our Registrar.

Alex Crews  
Director of Boarding W
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Boarders thrive 
within a caring and 
nurturing environment 
which places their 
well-being and 
positive development 
at the very centre 
of its ethos. Their 
safety and welfare is 
protected and assured 
through the effective 
implementation of 
robust and up-to-date 
policies, procedures 
and guidance.

Ofsted 2016
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At The Heart of  
School Life ... 

Cranbrook has six boarding 
houses all of which are 
overseen by the Director of 
Boarding. Each house has its 
own Head of House who is 
assisted by their deputy, 
academic and evening tutors 
and matrons. The six boarding 
houses all have their own 
identity and established 
traditions of which the 
students feel extremely proud. 
This helps to ensure that the 
boarding houses are like 
second homes for the 
students.

Girls’ Houses:
Blubery
Blubery House is a home-from-home 
for the girls with experienced staff 
supporting them at all levels. Blubery is 
a modern-feel house with great facilities, 
including mainly individual bedrooms 
after Year 9. The time together fosters 
lasting-lifelong friendships. The girls 
make the most of the activities available 
in school but also, through our buddy 
system, make great friendships across 
the year groups. 

Scott
With the distinct layout and location of  
the house, Scott feels more like home 
than the traditional boarding setting.

The willingness to get involved, 
particularly in sporting events, even when 
at times winning is unlikely, demonstrates 
how Scott girls put teamwork above 
competition. Scott has a healthy balance 
of academic focus and fun, creating a 
community of friendly and confident girls.

Boys’ Houses:
School Lodge – Year Nine 
Boys’ House
School Lodge is a stand-alone friendly 
community purely for the new Year 
9 boarding boys where academics, 
sportsmen, musicians, artists and actors 
sit and work side by side. We are proud 
to say that no house typifies this more 
than School Lodge, where the talents 
of the boys are varied and all boys are 
respected for who they are. Boys joining 
School Lodge will be encouraged to 
develop established talents and to 
discover new ones, be that acting, taking 
up a musical instrument, participating in 
the debating or public speaking societies 
or trying out something totally new.

Cornwallis
Built in 1848, this large Victorian family 
home provides arguably the most 
impressive setting of all the boarding 
houses of the school. With views over 
Cornwallis Field on one side and the 
glorious gardens, Astro-turf and the 
town’s famous smock mill on the other, 
the environment is compelling.

The school acquired the premises in 1931 
and the house seems to have retained 
its atmosphere and warmth into the 
21st century. Cornwallis aims to create a 
homely environment where all the boys 
feel safe, happy and do well in all areas 
of school life. The house has a comfy, 
traditional feel with the Allen Room’s walls 
laden with house photographs of past 
and present generations. Elsewhere the 
Osborne Room provides recreational 
havens while the lovely conservatory 
boasts greenery and stunning views.

Crowden
Crowden is a contemporary boarding 
house within the school grounds.  It 
delivers great preparation for university 
life, providing individual bedrooms and 
study areas for all students from Year 
11. Crowden has a very warm family 
vibe. Friendships extend across the year 
groups and well out live the students’ 
time in the house. It is not uncommon to 
see returning students asking about the 
wellbeing of the house, the students and 
the staff. 

Rammell
Rammell is a traditional boarding house 
founded in 1926 and standing proudly 
on the top of The Hill in Cranbrook. 
Rammell boys are well rounded, 
ambitious and eager to serve their house 
community. With a mixture of traditional 
and contemporary accommodation, 
every boy is given the opportunity to 
achieve his very best in a safe and 
friendly environment. The house is a 
dynamic community with a host of talents 
and interests that portray not only the 
individual characters of each boy but also 
combine to create a collective spirit as  
a whole.

Having set preps 
allows you to reach 
your academic 
potential.

Henry - Year 11



Tutoring 
The houses are supported by dedicated 
teams of academic tutors who mentor 
between nine and twelve students per 
year group. The tutor is the first port of 
call for any academic or school related 
concerns. Tutors will of course keep 
the Head of House informed as well 
as school staff as necessary. Nearly all 
Cranbrook teachers are involved in house 
tutoring, ensuring that individual students 
(and their parents) have access to a wide 
cross-section of counsel and advice. 
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It’s not just our own year 
group in the house that we 
make friends with, its other 
year groups too.

Emma - Year 9

The flexibility that  
boarding at Cranbrook 
provides allows you to  
be independent.

Kit - Year 12

There are many benefits  
to onsite boarding, not  
least the access to all  
the facilities.

Mr & Mrs Boeg - 
Boarding Parents

Being an overseas student 
going home just once a  
year, I am supported very  
well by my House which  
has become my home.

Casper - Year 13

Warm and welcoming 
boarding accommodation 
is safe, secure and 
furnished to an excellent 
standard.

Ofsted 2016
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Additional  
Educational Needs 
In the early part of their first term, all new 
students are assessed using routine 
screening checks by our Student Support 
Department for: 

• Skills in spelling 

• Speed of writing 

• Handwriting 

• Dyslexia and reading skills. 

 

Our boarders are offered additional prep 
support in the evening or touch typing 
lessons by our resident specialist as 
recommended by our SENCO. 

English as a Foreign Language will also 
be screened for whenever a new student 
begins at Cranbrook.

 
Medical Centre 
Boarders have access to our medical 
centre at all times, whether it be during 
the school day, after school or during 
the weekend. There is always a qualified 
nurse on call in the event of illness or for 
any general health issues. The medical 
centre has full overnight facilities available 
for those students that may require 
overnight supervision.  

We have been so impressed 
with the pastoral care within 
the house, from the Head 
of House through to the 
wonderful matrons. It is great 
to see how the boys have 
bonded across the year 
groups through inter-house 
competitions, meals out, film 
nights, football friendlies, trips 
to the gym and much more!

Mr & Mrs Ankjaer - 
Boarding Parents

Boarders take full advantage 
of a wide range of enriching 
experiences and pastimes. 
They flourish, personally and 
academically, and develop 
necessary life skills. Learning 
from taking appropriate risks 
equips them for the next 
stage of their lives.

Ofsted 2016
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Sport
Cranbrook has an excellent record 
in sport, boasting a major fixtures 
programme against high level opponents, 
with many students excelling at school 
level and beyond. Sports tours have 
taken students to many destinations 
throughout the world including South 
America, Asia, South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand.

 

As well as the major team games of 
rugby, netball, hockey and cricket, 
many other sports are popular. These 
include athletics, basketball, badminton, 
rounders, swimming, tennis and triathlon.

Boarding provides a 
comfortable and safe  
place to be yourself. 

Toby - Year 10
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Extra-Curricular 
Cranbrook offers a huge range of extra-
curricular activities including CCF and 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Whilst 
not compulsory for boarding students to 
take part in any of these activities, there 
is encouragement from tutors and house 
staff to try something new in order to 
broaden students’ interests, develop life 
skills and widen their overall experience. 
Students do report that taking part in 
extra-curricular activities has enabled 
them to settle in quicker to boarding life, 
discover new passions and have an outlet 
from their academic life. 

If you’re the only person who 
comes from your school, it’s 
easy to make friends.

Alexandra - Year 9
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Weekend Activities 
Boarding offers a range of social activities 
in the form of weekend activities, tutor 
outings, house trips, and whole boarding 
activities. Boarders can also have use of 
the school’s facilities during weekends, 
enjoy their house’s collection of indoor 
games (computer and traditional), or 
simply chill out with a DVD. 

Weekend excursions to nearby 
attractions include: 

• bowling

• films at the cinema

• ice skating

• laserquest

• mountain-biking

• paintballing

• theatre trips

• theme parks

• water sports 

Exeats are very flexible and can be taken 
from Friday evenings, Saturday or Sunday 
mornings, dependent upon students’ 
commitments in school. A family ethos 
permeates all that we do in boarding.

 

The support system in the 
house means that there is 
always someone who can 
help you with work. 

Seb - Year 10



Cranbrook School Boarding Information10

Communication 
A parent portal provides parents with  
an up-to-date view into their child’s 
progress, including: 

• Attendance and behavioural records 

• Timetable and teachers 

• Assessment data and reports

• Examination results

A weekly boarders’ bulletin  
is published to all boarding 
parents and provides 
photographic insight into  
the previous week’s events  
in boarding.

Boarding instills an ethos of 
respect for one another and 
independence.

Will - Year 11

The School has provided our 
children with strong academic 
support and guidance and 
has been a safe place for 
them to live. They have 
learned to be independent 
and responsible young men. 
This is due to the boarding 
house structure - Head of 
House, the matrons and the 
rest of the house team.

Mr & Mrs Boland - 
Boarding Parents

Strong monitoring systems, 
effective leadership 
arrangements and robust 
governance is driving the 
school forward with a clear 
and visionary long-term 
development plan.

Ofsted 2016

Excellent catering 
arrangements provide 
boarders with a wide 
range of healthy meals and 
snacks. A superb balance of 
boarder’s choices is blended 
with nutritional requirements. 
Regular consultation 
between the catering 
manager and the boarders  
is key to this success.

Ofsted 2016
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Admissions
As a state funded selective grammar 
school for boys and girls, we cater for the 
top 20-25% of the academic ability range, 
and places are always oversubscribed. 
Boarding applicants can reside anywhere 
in the UK or internationally, however, 
applicants must hold either a UK or EU 
passport. If you are considering Cranbrook 
School as the boarding school for your 
child, please refer to the school website 
to download additional information on 
open days, tours of the school, application 
forms and to find out about the deadline 
for registrations and exam dates:   
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/
admissions

Thank you for giving our 
boarding prospectus your 
attention. We very much  
look forward to welcoming  
you soon.

Case study - Mr & Mrs Piper
As former Cranbrookians with happy 
times spent in boarding, we have been 
keen for our boys to have a similar 
experience. With one now at university 
and two still at the school we can safely 
say that we have not been disappointed. 
Cranbrook School has provided them 
with a rounded education including 
opportunities to participate in a full 
range of extracurricular activities from 
sport to music along with CCF, D of E, 
debating and drama. The pastoral care 
is well established and consistent. The 
academic support has been excellent 
whilst encouraging them to think for 
themselves and to strive to achieve their 
full potential. Staff have always been 
prepared to go the ‘extra mile’ in ensuring 
that the students are fully supported. 
The boys have received a great deal of 
support in preparing for the future and life 
after Cranbrook.

As boarders, the boys have matured 
quickly and developed the ability 
to study independently as well as 
make strong friendships. They have 
commented on how they regard their 
boarding house as their second home 
where they enjoy time spent with  
their friends.

They appreciate the wonderful food 
provided by Graeme and his team and 
its variety. We have particularly liked 
the flexible boarding allowing them to 
choose as and when they come home. 
In short, they love it!

Cranbrook helps us to become  
more independent, more mature  
and developed as a person.

Katie - Year 10

It’s a second family and  
a second home.

Mathilde - Year 9



 
Please visit our website:
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk  
to find out more about  
Cranbrook life.

Cranbrook is a selective, state day  
and boarding school for boys and girls.

Cranbrook School, Cranbrook 
Kent TN17 3JD
Email: registrar@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
Telephone: 01580 711800

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk
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