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School Policies on Related Safeguarding Issues
(to be read and followed alongside this document)
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e-Safety Policy, IT Security Policy and AU Policy

Behaviour Policy

Guidelines for the Use of Physical Intervention / Restraint

Procedures for Managing Allegations Against Staff

Guidelines for Safeguarding Record Keeping in Schools / Data Protection Policy
Safeguarding Children and Child Protection

Advice notes : Dealing with Disclosures in School

Keeping children safe in education: Part 1 (September 2018) — in-school green
hand-out

Health and Safety Policy

Code of Conduct for Staff

Code of Conduct for Volunteers

Anti-Bullying Policy (includes cyber bullying)

Guidance on the Use of Photographic Images

Safer Recruitment Guidelines

Confidential Disclosure Procedure, within “Fairness at Work Policy” (includes
Whistle-Blowing Procedure at Section 3)

School Drug and Substance Use and Misuse Policy

Procedures for Assessing Risk (re School trips, on p-drive)

First Aid Policy

Self-Harm — advice document

Working Together to Safeguard Children (A guide to inter-agency working to
safeguard and promote the welfare of children )

Screening, Searching and Confiscation (Advice for Headteachers, School staff
and governing bodies.

These documents can be found on Portal, which is available via the
School website.



CONTACT DETAILS FOR CHILDREN’S SAFEGUARDING TEAM:

LADO Team
1 03000 410 888(allegations concerning staff) kentchildrenslado@kent.gov.uk

Area Safeguarding Advisor
1 03000 412 284 (concerns relating to students)

Online Safety in the Education Safeguarding Team
1 Rebecca Avery, Education Safeguarding Adviser (Online Protection):
1 Ashley Assiter, e-Safety Development Officer
1 03000 415797
1 esafetyofficer@kent.gov.uk (non-urgent issues only)

Childrens Social Work Services
1 Central Duty: 03000 41 11 11 (If a child is in immediate danger, and the call
cannot go through to the Officer on Duty)
1 Central Duty Out Of Hours Number: 03000 41 91 91 (Urgent child protection issue
outside of office hours)

Kent Police
1 101 (or 999 if there is an immediate risk of harm)

Early Help and Preventative Services
1 earlyhelp@kent.gov.uk 03000 41 92 22

Kent Safeguarding Children Board (KSCB)
1 kscb@kent.gov.uk
1 03000 421126
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INTRODUCTION:

This policy has been developed in accordance with the principles established by the
Children Acts 1989 and 2004 and related guidance. This includes:

Working Together to Safeguard Children (DfE 2015)

Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE 2016)

Kent and Medway Safeguarding Procedures (2016)

KSCB Safeguarding Children Procedures (2015)

What to do if you are worried about a child being abused (DfE 2015)

Kent and Medway Inter-agency Threshold Criteria for Children in Need

The Prevent Duty: Departmental advice for schools and childcare providers (DfE 2015)

“Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility.
Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families and carers has a role to
play in safeguarding children. In order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all professionals
should make sure their approach is child-centred. This means that they should consider,
at all times, what is in the best interests of the child.” (Keeping Children Safe in Education
2018)

The Governing Body and staff of the School take seriously our responsibility under Section
175 Education Act 2002 (plus Section 157 for boarding schools) to safeguard and
promote the welfare of our students/students, to minimise risk and to work together with
other agencies to ensure adequate arrangements are in place within our School to identify,
assess, and support those children who are suffering harm.

Ofsted’s definition of safeguarding

i Ofsted adopts the definition used in the Children Act 2015 and in “Working together
to safeguard children”. This can be summarised as:
A protecting children from maltreatment
A preventing impairment of children’s health or development
A ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the
provision of safe and effective care
A taking action to enable children to have the best outcomes

The school acknowledges that this policy recognises a range of specific safeguarding
issues including (but not limited to):

Bullying (including cyberbullying)
Children and the court system

Children Missing Education (CME)
Children with family members in prison
Child missing from home or care

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

Child criminal exploitation (County Lines)
Domestic Abuse

Homelessness

Drugs and alcohol misuse
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Fabricated or induced illness

Faith abuse

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Forced marriage

Gangs and youth violence

Gender based abuse and violence against women and girls
Hate

Honour based abuse

Mental health

Missing children and adults

Online safety

Peer on Peer Abuse

Prevent duty (radicalisation and extremism)

Private fostering

Relationship abuse

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children
Human trafficking and modern slavery

Youth produced sexual imagery or “Sexting”

Safeguarding is not just about protecting children, learners and vulnerable adults from
deliberate harm, neglect and failure to act. It relates to broader aspects of care and
education, including:
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children’s and learners’ health and safety and well-being, including their mental
health

meeting the needs of children who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities

the use of reasonable force

meeting the needs of children and learners with medical conditions

providing first aid

educational visits

intimate care and emotional well-being

online safety and associated issues

appropriate arrangements to ensure children’s and learners’ security, taking into
account the local context.

This policy should thus be understood alongside School policies on related safeguarding
issues as listed on page 3 of this document. Related policies can be found on Portal and
via the School website.

All relevant policies will be reviewed on an annual basis by the Head as delegated by the
Governing Body which has responsibility for oversight of School safeguarding and child
protection systems. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (‘DSL’) / Head will ensure regular
reporting on safeguarding activity and systems in School to the Governing Body. The
Governing Body will not receive details of individual student situations or identifying
features of families as part of their oversight responsibility.



Our School is a community and all those directly connected (teaching staff, support staff,
governors, parents, families and students) have an essential role to play in making it safe
and secure. We welcome suggestions and comments contributing to this process.

ETHOS

The School recognises the importance of providing an ethos and environment within
School that will help children to feel safe, secure and respected; encourage them to talk
openly; and enable them to feel confident that they will be listened to.

The schools core safeguarding principles are:
1 We are an important part of the wider safeguarding system for children.
1 Itis our whole school responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of

children.

1 All children (defined as those up to the age of 18) regardless of age, gender, ability,
culture, race, language, religion or sexual identity, have equal rights to protection.

1 All children have a right to be heard and to have their wishes and feelings taken into
account.

1 All our staff understand safe professional practice and adhere to our safeguarding
policies.

RESPONSIBILITIES

The school has appointed a member of the leadership team (Deputy Head Mandy Smart)
as the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) who leads a team of Designated Safeguarding
Leads. The DSL has the overall responsibility for the day to day oversight of safeguarding
and child protection systems in school but works with the DSL team for the day to day
management of safeguarding.

The DSL team will undergo appropriate and specific training to provide them with the
knowledge and skills required to carry out their role. The DSL and team members training
will be updated formally every two years but their knowledge and skills will be updated
through a variety of methods at regular intervals and at least annually.

DSL team are trained to the same standard as the DSL. Whilst the activities of the DSL
may be delegated to the deputies, the ultimate lead responsibility for safeguarding and
child protection remains with the DSL and this responsibility will not be delegated.

It is the role of the DSL team to:
1 Act as the central contact point for all staff to discuss any safeguarding concerns

1 Maintain a confidential recording system for safeguarding and child protection
concerns

1 Coordinate safeguarding action for individual children

1 Inthe case of Children Looked After the DSL should have the details of the child’s
social worker and the name of the virtual school head in the authority that looks
after the child (with the DSL liaising closely with the designated teacher)
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1 Liaise with other agencies and professionals in line with WTSC 2018

9 Ensure that locally established referral procedures are followed as necessary

1 Represent, or ensure the school is aﬁproEriateli reﬁresented at multi-agency
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