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There are 3 parts to the Entrance Examination and the scores from each paper are adjusted to 
allow equal weighting to each paper. 
 
Part 1 - A standardised verbal reasoning test.  This is the primary test within the Entrance 
Examination and it will be a nationally recognised assessment set by the National Foundation 
for Educational Research.  The test is a multiple choice answer exam which includes 85 
questions and will last for 45 minutes plus a 10 minute practice session before the exam 
commences.  This test is designed to test aspects of reasoning involving numbers and words.  
It includes a variety of question types mainly concerned with the use of words and the 
relationships between them as well as questions that require the manipulation of letters or 
numbers. 
 
Part 2 - A mathematics test based on National Curriculum levels 5, 6 and 7 and answers are 
written on the question paper.  In order to differentiate between candidates who are operating 
at widely different levels of attainment, there are questions which cater for extremes of ability.  
As a consequence, some questions might appear simple and others rather challenging.  This 
test has been arranged so that the easier questions generally appear towards the beginning of 
the test.  This is intended to help candidates to gain confidence.  Calculators are not allowed.  
The test will last for 1 hour. 
 
The test covers the following content: 
 

Number Measures 

Money problems 
Number patterns 
Place value 
Negative numbers 
Fractions 
Decimals 
Percentages 
Ratio 
Approximation 
Order of arithmetic operations 

Length problems 
Volume/Capacity problems 
Weight/Mass problems 
Area problems 
Estimation 
Time 
Angle 
Speed 

Algebra Shape and Space 

Formulae in words 
Formulae in symbols 
Deriving formulae 
Equations of linear graphs 

Translations 
Symmetry 
Congruence 
Nets 

Handling Data Probability 

Mean/Median/Mode 
Range 
Bar charts and Pie charts 
Line graphs 

Combinations 
Probability scale 
Likelihood 
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Part 3  An English test which will last for 1hour.  It will include the following: 
 
Section A 30 mins 

 

 Reading comprehension and comparison of two fiction/non-fiction texts. 

 

Section B 30 mins 

 

A writing task which will be marked for accuracy. 

 

Success criteria: 

 Secure sentence construction 

 Accurate spelling, paragraphing and punctuation 

 Legible handwriting. 

 

Tasks will require candidates to write in a variety of forms, such as: speeches, newspaper 

articles or letters. 

 
No past papers are available in the interest of fairness to all candidates. 
 
The total length of the exam is 3 hours.  A comfort break will be provided.  We advise 
candidates that whilst the exam is held in a temperature controlled environment during the 
winter months candidates should wear warm clothing but in layers, so that should the room 
become too warm layers can be removed. 


