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Welcome to Cornwallis 
 

Our philosophy is very simple: We want a house where you are happy, 

safe, enjoying and achieving. This will allow you to develop and grow 

at your own pace in an environment where respect and consideration 

are held in high esteem. 

Cornwallis is a house with a long and distinguished history and a very 

strong sense of identity which unites all who have been associated 

with it. 

 

What defines us are the simple things – common sense, tolerance, honesty, courtesy and, above all, respect for 

each other. The views, feelings and opinions of all members of the house are valued and taken into consideration 

when any decisions are made. Any problems, requests, views or complaints are treated seriously and it is our aim 

to try to always reach a suitable solution. Equally, any behaviour or attitude that causes hurt, upset or                

inconvenience to others is unacceptable.  

All members of the house are expected to play their part in maintaining the smooth running and tidiness of the 

house and the preservation of its facilities. We also expect all members of the house to ‘have a go’ and help the 

house in in-house and inter-house events.  

The House is your home from home; a bustling, studious and cheerful place where, we hope, everyone finds his 

niche. You will have an area in a dormitory or a room, which is yours, and it is vital that everybody’s privacy is  

respected. We expect all members of the house to be courteous and considerate. 

The rules and guidance included in this handbook are simply common sense, and exist to ensure the safety,    

happiness and well-being of everybody in the House. 

 

Welcome to Cornwallis! 

 

Mr G Turner 

Housemaster 
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Our Boarding Team 
 

Housemaster Mr G Turner  

 

Boarding Tutors  Mr R Wilson (Resident) 

   Dr S Darby 

   Mr A Presnell 

Academic Tutors 

Year 10 – Mr. Turner turnerg@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Year 11 – Mr Wilson wilsonr@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Year 12 – Mr Benford benfordj@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Year 13 – Dr Darby darbys@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

 

Matron   Mrs A Hasemore 

Assistant Matron  Mrs Presnell 

 

Mr Turner and Mr Wilson live in Cornwallis. Dr Darby and Mr Presnell live just down the road on the school     

campus, and between us we cover the house in the evenings and weekends. 

The boarding houses are each overseen on a domestic basis by the Matrons, who ensure that the house runs 

smoothly. With the team of cleaners, they ensure that the house is kept clean, and that the rooms and communal 

areas function properly. The Matrons ensure that the boys’ laundry is either sent to the dry cleaners or done in 

house and returned within 24 hours, and also ensure that bedding is washed weekly. 

Each boy has their own area in the house laundry from which they can collect their items when they have been 

washed. It is vital that all items of clothing are named to ensure that they get back to their rightful owner. If    

necessary, boys who urgently need to wash personal items may contact the Matron who will arrange this. 

Any house breakages or repairs are reported on the works order noticeboard or directly to Matron who will     

ensure the Estates Department completes any necessary repairs. The boys are encouraged to contact the         

Matrons directly about any domestic matter concerning their room, their laundry, or any communal areas that 

require attention.  

The Cornwallis cleaning ladies clean the House from top to bottom every weekday.  They also do your washing. 

We’re so lucky to have our ladies, so please don’t take them for granted. Remember to tidy your room before 

you go to school and to say ‘Thank You’. 

During the school day, either Mrs Hasemore or Mrs Presnell are always available to help anyone who has a   

problem, an ache or pain, or just wants a chat. 
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House Captains 
The House Captains are year 13 boys selected for their maturity and positive      

attitude.  They work closely with the Housemaster to ensure the House runs     

effectively  

Included in their responsibilities are: 

 Setting an impeccable example to other boys. 

 Commanding the respect of the other boys and requiring that 

the boys adhere to the House and School Rules. 

 Ensuring that the house is a happy and welcoming community, 

where all are respected and where kindness and tolerance    

prevail. 

 Liaising with the Housemaster in all matters concerning the 

house representing the boys’ views and concerns, and           

supporting the Housemaster. 

 Coordinating House Competitions. 

 Coordinating the annual Cornwallis Pantomime and other 

events. 

 Coordinating House Sport. 

 Helping the Housemaster with the administrative organisation 

of the house. 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

                               Boarding Head boy 2018-2019 

                       Olaolu Dada 

 

George Lowe                  

House Captain 

 

Tom Gaherty                    

Vice-Captain 

 

Toby Carter                    

Sports Captain 

 

Fraser McRobbie               

Social Captain 
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Travel  

Information 
Returning to boarding at the start of term 

 

Before returning for the start of any term it 

would be helpful if:  

 dental and other check-ups could be 

scheduled for the holidays to avoid       

disruption in term time. 

 school uniform is clean, marked with 

name labels and that it still fits! In         

particular shirts should fit and be long 

enough to tuck in. 

 

It is the parents’/guardian’s responsibility to 

ensure the boys return at the correct time, and 

depart at the correct time. If parents/guardians 

require us to arrange boys’ travel, we need at 

least 3 weeks’ notice. This enables us to         

coordinate the arrangements and order taxis if 

necessary, which are always in significant      

demand at the start and end of terms. It is a 

requirement that the School ensures that 

boarders are suitably looked after by a           

responsible adult, therefore boarders must be 

in the care of a specific named adult. If this is 

not the boy’s parent or guardian, then an email 

from the parent specifying who this is would be 

necessary. Boys are not allowed to go to hotels 

on their own as they are not  being looked after 

by an adult at this time. 

Guardians 
All boarders are required to have a guardian  

appointed by the parents. The role of the   

guardian is to act on behalf of the parents and 

the child, as necessary, sometimes making     

decisions on behalf of the parents and as such 

should be responsible and mature in their      

approach and understanding of the role that 

they are fulfilling.  
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Boarding Term Dates 2018-2019 
There are clear times that the boarding house opens and closes - this is designed to take into consideration that 

some boys are travelling some distance. Please DO NOT arrive outside of these times as the boarding house will 

be closed, and there will not be an adult to supervise your child. We do have one house open a few hours earlier 

at the start of each term -  please check the Boarders’ Bulletin for details and book in for an early return in ad-

vance. 

Term 1—Autumn Term 2018  

Tuesday 4th September (18.00) Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Thursday 18th October (15.35)  Half Term—House closes at 18.00 

Sunday 28th October (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Wednesday 19th December (13.00)  End of Term—House closes at 15.00 

Term 2—Spring Term 2019  

Monday 7th January (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Friday 15th February (15.35)  Half Term—House closes at 18.00 

Sunday 24th February (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Friday 5th April (13.00)  End of Term—House closes at 15.00 

Term 3—Summer Term 2019  

Tuesday 23rd April (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Friday 3rd May  (15.35)  Exeat Weekend —House closes at 18.00 

Monday 6th May (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Saturday 25th May (13.00)  Half Term—House closes at 15.00 

Sunday 2nd June (18.00)  Boarders return—House opens at 18.00 

Thursday 11th July (13.00)  End of Year—House closes at 15.00 
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Date Activity 

Sunday 16th September (12.30-15.30) (Yr 10)Laser Tag, Geocache & Rounders  

Sunday 16th September (12.30-15.30) (Yr 12) Raft building 

Boarding Induction 2018 
This Year we will be running induction sessions for all boarders in Year 10 and Year 12 to ensure our new      

boarders joining Cranbrook get to know everyone. 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 should please bring a fresh set of clothing in case their raft sinks! 

Kit List 
School Uniform can be purchased from Phillips Man’s Shop in Cranbrook High street. There is also an online shop 

which can be found at http://schools.phillips-mans-shops.co.uk/shop/cranbrook-school/ 

Details of the required school uniform can be found in the School’s Uniform Guide. 

 

 

Cornwallis Kit 
House hoodies and  T-shirts are bulk ordered twice a year.  Those boys wishing to purchase additional kit can do 

so through the Ambition Sport House Online shop found at:  http://www.ambitionsport.com/cranbrook-school-

cornwallis-house-c-14_218_325.html, or Google “Ambition Sport Cornwallis” 

 One set of smart clothing is required for some trips and 

activities. 

 Shoes for casual wear 

 Casual clothing – appropriate for a British climate 

 Coat 

 Dressing gown 

 Nightwear 

 Underwear 

 3 towels 

 A lidded plastic box to keep food in the fridge. 

 Duvet 

 Coat hangers 

 Shoe polishing kit 

 Wash bag and personal toiletries 

 School bag (large enough for A4 folders) 

 Pencil case with pens, pencils, colouring pencils,          

geometry set, calculator 

 Personal items for your noticeboard i.e. pictures from 

home 

 Water bottle 

 Spare name labels 

 Padlock 
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Daily Routine 
Roll Calls and Registration 

Every boy must attend every roll call: 

Monday – Friday 

Between 07.40 and 08.05 (in the duty room) 

17.45 (in the TV Room) 

22.00 (in the TV Room) 

Saturday 

Between 08.00 and 09.30 (in the duty room) 

13.00pm 

18.00 (in the TV Room) 

22.00 (in the TV Room) 

Sunday 

10.55 (in the TV Room) 

18.30 

22.00 

 

Morning Routine in the House 

07.20    Wake-up  

07.30 – 08.15 Breakfast in the Dining Room 

07.40 – 08.05       Sign in at the duty room 

08.25    Leave house to be at lessons for 8.30 start 

 

Evening Routine in the House 

15.35 - 17.45        Free time and Activities (sign out in duty 

   room) 

17.45 – 18.30       Supper after sign in 

19.00 – 21.00  Prep 

21.00-22.00  Free Time (sign in and out at duty room) 

 21.45-22.45         Do designated tidying up duties 

            From 22.15     Bed Times  
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Trips and Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We encourage a balance of academic work and 

participation in extra-curricular pursuits. We 

help our boys to develop skills such as            

independence, leadership, problem solving, 

team work and community service. 

The School’s extensive sport and activities    

programme presents our boys with a wide    

variety of challenging and enjoyable activities. 

Boys are given the opportunity to develop new 

skills and interests in areas they might never 

have considered before. Boarding provides a 

rich opportunity for us to broaden horizons, 

foster life-long learning and celebrate different 

strengths. This learning is a way of life, not just 

an add-on.  

Every member of our house is encouraged to 

develop themselves and is supported to do so 

by our boarding team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, many activities will specifically be run 

only for our boarders and others are            

organised/run by our boarders themselves as 

part of their leadership development. 

All Cornwallis boys will be encouraged to be 

involved in our Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 

and/or The Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE). 

The School’s Performing Arts Centre also    

presents a fantastic opportunity for our boys.  

We also arrange a wide variety of trips at the 

weekend including paintballing, ice skating, 

cinema trips, bowling, Go Ape, Go Karting,  

Laser Quest,  Crazy Golf, shopping, mountain 

biking, visits to Thorpe Park, Chessington, 

Legoland etc.  
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House Exeats 
You must tell us your weekend arrangements 

by the preceding Thursday, along with any    

required permissions. 

Permission for you to stay with friends at the 

weekend should be given by parents or     

guardians in the form of a phone call, email or 

voicemail to the Housemaster. We also need 

the permission and contact details from the 

parents of the friend you are intending to stay 

with.  

You can go home on a Friday night or may wish 

to stay in, to be here for matches or other   

commitments on Saturday. In any case, you 

should be back in the House by 21.00 on      

Sunday evening.  

You should not return to the house before 

18.00 on Sunday unless you are given            

permission by the housemaster. Signing out on 

a Friday night for a Saturday return is not     

permitted unless in exceptional cases and    

permission should be sought from the Director 

of Boarding well in advance. 

 

 

School Exeats 
Occasionally and infrequently, it may be         

necessary for you to be absent from school for a 

day.  In this situation you will need to complete 

an Exeat form, which must be signed by your 

teachers, your tutor and your Housemaster. 
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Essential Information 
Electrical items 

All electrical devices must be PAT tested before 

use in the House. Plugs are square-pin and 13 

amp;3 amp fuses must be fitted. Boys are     

welcome to bring a radio, MP3 or stereo but 

these should not be played at an anti-social  

volume and headphones are recommended. DO 

NOT bring fan heaters, kettles and game       

consoles/tv etc. 

Laptops/personal computers 

We recommend that boys bring their own     

laptop/personal computer as a lot of          

schoolwork is completed using computers/

internet. When boys arrive they will need to 

either configure their own laptop using the   

instructions provided or take their laptop to the 

IT department who will enable them to access 

the school wireless network. The network is 

closely monitored so inappropriate sites will be 

blocked. During prep time boys will not be able 

to use sites such as Facebook/YouTube. For 

those boys who wish to use Skype this is     

available through the school wireless network, 

or through the kindle available in the duty 

room. Boys may save school work onto the 

school drive and access this through the wire-

less network in the boarding house. 

Personal property and insurance 

Personal property remains the responsibility of 

the boy, the School is not able to take             

responsibility for items which are brought into 

the boarding house, unless given to a member 

of staff to be locked away. The School insurance 

does not cover individual items. Parents may 

wish to purchase additional insurance through 

their own insurance company to cover their 

child’s belongings. It is essential that all boys 

bring a padlock to lock their belongings away in 

their wardrobe. 

 

Bedding 

All bedding is supplied by the house. However, 

boys may bring their own bedding if they wish 

to, especially duvet covers, in order to         

personalise their rooms. 

Clothes 

All items of clothing MUST be clearly marked 

using sew-in name labels and some spare 

name labels should be given to the Matron for 

items purchased during term time. Within the 

house and during periods of free time, boys 

do not need to wear uniform. All non- uniform 

clothes should be appropriate for use in a 

school environment; should be clearly marked 

with sew-in name labels and should be       

suitable for washing and tumble drying. Any 

items of clothing left at the end of the aca-

demic year will be donated to charity. 

Damages 

The House  facilities are to be treated with 

respect and any damage will be charged. Any 

purposeful damage caused by decoration   

(eg. sellotape on walls) will also be charged. 

Laundry 

The Matrons ensure that the boy’s laundry is 

either sent to the dry cleaners or done in 

house and returned within 24 hours, and also 

ensure that bedding is washed weekly. 

Each boy has their own area in the house 

laundry from which they can collect their 

items when they have been washed. It is vital 

that all items of clothing are named to ensure 

that they get back to their rightful owner. If 

necessary, boys who urgently need to wash 

personal items may contact the Matron who 

will arrange this. 
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Money/passports 

Boys should have a bank account. Boys are not to 

borrow money or lend money or their bank card 

to another boy. Money should not be left lying 

around the house; it should be kept in the safe 

provided. If in doubt, hand it in to be looked after. 

Passports should be handed into house staff 

when arriving at the start of each term. 

Padlock and lockable spaces 

All boys are required to bring a padlock for their 

wardrobe. This enables them to lock away        

securely their own belongings. If a boy loses their 

key, boarding staff can break the padlock open. 

Guests 

Boys may invite a friend or guest into the house 

provided that they observe the following. 

The host must ask permission of Duty Staff before 

issuing the invitation. 

The host will be deemed responsible for the 

guest’s behaviour whilst in the house and ensures 

that he/she understands and abides by house 

rules. 

The guest must be introduced to Duty Staff on 

arrival and sign in/out. 

The guest is only allowed in communal areas, NOT 

IN YOUR ROOM OR CORRIDOR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire 

Fire evacuation practices routinely happen. 

Whenever the fire alarm sounds, boys must 

assume that there is a fire and the house must 

be evacuated as quickly as possible in silence. 

Boys must exit by the safest fire exit and meet 

at the front of Cornwallis to be registered. 

This should be done in silence. 

Meals 

These are compulsory for everyone, including 

at weekends. Those with allergies or those 

who have a food     preference e.g. vegetari-

ans can be catered for but please ensure that 

this information has been given to the house-

master. You must be appropriately dressed for 

meal times. 

Mobile phones and tablets 

Communication with home and friends is an 

important right for boarders and the school 

fully accepts the possession and use of mobile 

phones in the boarding house. Boys must be 

aware that there are appropriate and             

inappropriate times when a mobile may be 

used.  

Phones may not be used and will be confiscat-

ed if used: 

 after lights out 

 during meal times 

 in an anti-social manner 

 during the school day 
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Decoration 

You may put up pictures etc. on the pin board 

provided in your room using drawing pins or 

White Blu Tac may be used to decorate walls as 

this will not leave a greasy stain. Never use   

sellotape or normal Blu Tac on the walls or   

ceiling. Please, do not stick pins in to the wood. 

Sixth Form Cars 

Once they have passed their test, boys may 

bring their car to the house. Cars should only 

be used to travel from home to school and back 

again. Boys should not travel in other student’s 

cars, or offer lifts to other students. On arrival 

at the house, the car keys should be handed in 

to duty staff. Cars should be parked on       

Cornwallis field.  

Illness 

If you feel ill in the morning and wish to be   

excused from lessons you must report to Mr 

Turner at morning sign in. Unwell boys           

returning to the house from school must inform 

the duty staff - don’t just go straight to your 

room. When ill, you will be asked to remain in 

your room and rest, or sent to the Medical  

Centre. When you are well enough to socialise 

in common areas then you are well enough to 

return to school. In certain circumstances if you 

are ill the Medical Centre may ring your        

parents/guardians and ask them to collect you 

from school. For cases of diarrhoea and      

vomiting students will be isolated and must  

remain off school for 48 hours. 

If you need to, you can arrange an appointment 

to see the nurse who has a clinic in the main 

school. If you need to see a doctor, the nurses 

will make an appointment for you. All students 

are registered with the local doctor’s practice. 

Illness during the night 

If you are ill and need assistance during the 

night then you, or a friend, should ring Mr 

Turner's or Mr Wilson's doorbell and ask for 

assistance. 

Alcohol and Drugs 

Alcohol and drugs are not allowed in Cornwallis 

under any circumstances. This includes empty 

bottles/containers/bags which contain traces. 

Drugs are illegal and will be treated as such, by 

being handed onto relevant authorities, such as 

the police. If a boy is suspected of having taken 

drugs or alcohol, it may be necessary to carry 

out a room search and/or test for drugs/alcohol 

using the testing kits in the house. Boys who are 

found to have been involved with  alcohol or 

drugs will be subject to our Drugs and Alcohol 

Policy, which may include a temporary or       

permanent exclusion. 

Smoking 

Smoking, vaping, or possession of tobacco    

products of any kind is not allowed in Cornwallis 

under any circumstances. This includes empty 

bottles/containers/bags which contain traces. If 

a boy is suspected of smoking, it may be        

necessary to carry out a room search. Boys who 

are found to have been smoking in the house 

will be subject to our Behaviour Policy, which 

may include a temporary or permanent           

exclusion. 

Searching and confiscation 

Staff may need to search a boy, their room, or 

their possessions. This will be carried out if there 

is suspicion that the child has banned items on 

them or in their room. This will be done in      

accordance with our search and confiscation 

policy at all times. Any banned items will be dis-

posed of, not returned to parents or to the boys 

when they leave the house. 
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House Rules 
SIGNING OUT: For any activity outside the House after 15.35 on weekdays and at all times during the weekend, 

you must sign out in the appropriate space in the signing out book in the Duty Room.  You must sign in upon re-

turn.  

MUSIC: Music should never be played in any way that could cause disruption to others, whether inside or outside 

the house. 

SHOES: Sports boots must be removed upon entering the House to preserve our lovely wooden floor. 

DORMS: Please respect the privacy of others in the House. Pictures and posters are allowed on the walls, on bunk 

beds and cupboards doors but please use Blu-tak rather than pins and sellotape. Dorms must be kept tidy at all 

times.  Make sure you make your bed in the morning and tidy up before leaving for class.  

BOUNDS: please acquaint yourself with the School bounds and make sure you abide by House Rules when         

allowed out. 

FIRE: Know the fire procedures.  Do not tamper with any fire equipment.  Materials such as lighters, matches and 

candles are not allowed in the House. 

MEDICINES: These may only be taken on instruction from a School Nurse or the House staff. All medicines are to 

be left with the  Matron, who will lock them in the medicine cabinet.  

FITTINGS: Electrical fittings should never be interfered with.  All equipment brought from home needs to be PAT 

tested by the school electrician. 

EXEATS: If you wish to go home at the week-end please ensure Mr Turner knows by Thursday morning.                 

In addition you should sign out in the book provided in the Duty Room when you leave.  To go anywhere other 

than home we require an invitation by letter, email or phone from the parents of your hosts as well as               

confirmation from your own parents. Absence during the week for medical appointments or trips requires prior 

permission. 

SECURITY: The codes on the doors to Cornwallis are confidential, so do not divulge them to anyone else.  There is 

a lockable safe in your room, which you should use to keep your valuables. If you wish, you may hand in valuables 

or money to the Housemaster or  Matron for safe keeping. 

TRAVEL: No boy is allowed to be driven by any pupil of the school unless prior parental permission has been given 

to the Housemaster.    

TELEPHONES: You may ask to use the house phone for outgoing calls. You can also make a call using Skype on the 

wireless Kindle from the Duty Room but calls are not allowed during Prep or after “lights out”. 

BEDS: You must strip your bed on Friday morning and bring all bedding to the laundry room.  Clean bedding will 

be issued on your laundry shelf .  

TIMES: Get to know the House and School rules.  You must have breakfast, be showered, have completed your 

jobs and be ready by 8.25 in the morning.  Be aware of the House meeting at 10.20am and the various roll calls 

during the day. 

Remember: 

If you are making someone unhappy then you are getting it wrong! Banter is only banter if it is funny to everyone 

involved. No excuses. 
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What if you just 

want to talk to 

someone? 
The list below outlines different agencies that 

are available for you to contact if you need any 

support or guidance. 

Independent Listener – ‘Chris’  07961593439 

The Office of the Children’s Commissioner 

Telephone: 020 7783 8330 Website: 

www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk 

ChildLine 

Free Phone: 0800 1111 Website: 

www.childline.org.uk 

School Counsellor 

Please feel free to contact our school counsel-

lor for a confidential appointment through the 

Medical Centre 

Phone: 01580 711876 Email: medi-

cal@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

Samaritans 

Samaritans provides confidential non-

judgemental support, 24 hours a day for people 

experiencing feelings of distress or despair, in-

cluding those which could lead to suicide. 

Free Phone: 08457 90 90 90 Website: 

www.samaritans.org Email: jo@samaritans.org 

Talk to Frank 

Ring FRANK anytime and speak to a friendly ad-

viser who’s professionally trained to give you 

straight up, unbiased information about drugs. 

Free Phone: 0800 776600 Website: 

www.talktofrank.com Text: 82111 

 

NSPCC 

The NSPCC Helpline is a free, 24-hour service 

which provides counselling, information and ad-

vice. 

Free Phone: 0808 800 5000 Website: 

www.nspcc.org.uk Text: 88858 

Youth2 Youth 

The helpline for all young people 11-19 years 

old. Free Phone: 020 8896 3675 Website: 

www.youth2youth.co.uk 

Turn to anyone you feel you can talk to         

comfortably. 

Remember you probably have friends who may 

be able to help you or an older student to whom 

you feel you can turn to.  The Director of   

Boarding, Housemasters, House Tutors or other 

members of staff always want to help. 

There may be times when you feel you cannot 

talk to a member of staff - this is perfectly       

alright. Remember you can always talk,           

telephone or write to any of the following     

people: 

Friends and other boys in the house 

Tutor 

Housemaster 

Matron 

Member of staff on duty 

Any member of staff you trust 

Dr Weeds, Headmaster 

Mrs Smart, Child Protection Officer 

Mr Crews, Director of Boarding 

Anyone in the Drop-In Clinic 

STUDENT LISTENERS 

Children’s Rights Director  0800 5280731 

Cruse Bereavement Line  0844 4779400 

OFSTED  0300 123 4666 
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Boarding Bounds 
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Cornwallis House 

Waterloo Road 

Cranbrook 

Kent 

TN17 3JE 

01580 711871 

facebook.com/groups/cornwallis.house  


