
U16 Rugby report – Autumn 2017  

The team started off a bit rusty again at the beginning this season as many of us hadn’t 

played since the end of last season. However we felt that this season we were going to have 

more commitment, which showed at preseason, than we had before as we really wanted it 

for ourselves and each other due to the fact that this would be the last time most of us 

would be playing together as a few of the players will be leaving or stopping rugby after this 

season. We also had a new coach, Hika Reid, who at the beginning of the season joked to us 

that we could “only get better!” It was his hard core, pushing and relentless coaching style, 

as well as our teams “natural bond of friendships” that Hika said he felt it was a close team, 

that encouraged us to develop as players. The first few games of the season were a learning 

curve for us and after a few attempts to get it right we beat the touring Argentinian side by 

32-12 and we were all really happy about. A few games on in the season we played Judd 

schools B team; which was arguably our best performance of the first half of term, and the 

opposition felt they had to bring on 6 of their A team players to combat our attacks. 

After half term we came back firing and raring to win another game, we put up a strong 

performance against a very strong Chis and Sid 3rd team and ended up losing the game by 

two points to the frustration of us all. The team agreed after that game that we wouldn’t let 

the silly mistakes that we made get the better of us. So in the next game we played we were 

up against Robert Clack’s 1st team and we just pulled away to win 11-7; this win was 

celebrated thoroughly and we were all really happy. Our season came to an end with great 

performances in the Eltham game from the whole team to only lose by 3 points to a great 

team. Well done to George “Brick” Mandell for his consistently solid tackling and Percy “Big 

P” Christopherson for his beautiful game play. At the end of the season the team was 

playing amazing flowing rugby. 


