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It was a genuine privilege to captain as good a side as the Cranbrook U14As, even if it was 
only for a few games. It was also a privilege to be coached by two brilliant ex rugby players, 
one of which being an ex all black. We all knew it was going to be a hard season, and a hard 
task taking in all the new tactics and play styles being passed onto us, and playing against 
squads that have had years more than us playing together. But it was a challenge we were 
more than willing to face. Everyone in the team has technically improved more than ever 
could be imagined, and the play style Hika Reid has given us has changed the way we play 
rugby. We have dealt with lots of changes to the squad, with players moving up from the B 
team all the time, but it never seemed to affect the way the squad played together, with the 
most obvious affect to our performance being the seemingly endless number of miles we 
had to cover in the coach and all the tiring early morning starts.  
The season had many ups and downs throughout, but it began and ended with strong home 
victories. Nevertheless, the entire squad has shown great spirit and character through 
everything, especially managing to survive Hika’s ‘harsh tone’. We were rocked by the size 
of some opponents, but when facing people like Jeff, a 6ft 3 Saracens academy star, what 
more could we do but laugh? But even better than the sense of humour we showed, we 
always dug in afterwards, with some people actually TACKLING Jeff! 
Looking back through the season, we can definitely say that we are an incredible force to be 
reckoned with as we move through the school, gaining more knowledge and wisdom from 
our coaches as we go. And for me, the definite highlight was ending the season on our own 
pitch, with family watching, knowing I had led a wonderful squad of not only friends, but 
incredible rugby players too. 
By Jed Vine 
 
Just to add a few words to what Jed has said: I was honoured to captain the team in the first 
part of the season and tried to unite individuals, many who hardly knew each other, into a 
team. Over the season, we certainly succeeded in doing that – with a lot of thanks going to 
Hika and Tom Hillier for their inspirational coaching and leadership. When we tackled well, 
and didn’t drop the ball, we put some great moves together. We won some, we lost a few 
more, but most of all we enjoyed ourselves a lot and improved hugely through the season. 
Hopefully none of us will ever forget what cries of ‘TOKYO!’, ‘NEMO!’ or ‘MILK!’ mean on 
the rugby pitch! I think we’re all looking forward to next season already, when we will get 
aim to get some revenge on a few teams.  
By Charlie Drew 
 


