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Dear Parents, 
 
We are offering our pupils an opportunity to learn to touch type within their Friday activity afternoon 
(periods 5 & 6). Half of the class will be allocated time in January-April, with the other half having their 
allocation in May-July. The expectation is that they will be using the programme during this time period 
and also in designated tutor time, together with designated non-contact time within the Year 7 Hub. 
Typing is an essential life skill for all children today; children who can touch type will have a significant 
advantage. Using a keyboard without touch typing is of course painfully slow and frustrating!  The 
program we are using is designed by an educational psychologist and brings additional literacy benefits 
too, particularly with spelling. 
 
Extra practice is particularly helpful to build the typing skill rapidly and having the software at home has 
been shown to be an excellent way to support learning.  Whilst there is no obligation or expectation to 
purchase the home based programme, we have negotiated a special offer with Englishtype. Should you 
be interested, please click on the link below to purchase for £20 (standard price is £30). A little daily 
practice is the best learning method, if possible, but a general rule is ‘the more often the better’ if daily 
learning is not possible. 
 
 

http://www.englishtype.com/SchShop-20171117143115-Cranbrook.php 
 
Once you have paid, you will receive an email from sue@englishtype.com who will send you 
instructions to download the software and how to install it on your computer.  It is a manual process, so 
responses are usually within office hours.  
 
Englishtype is available for PC (XP up to Windows 10) and Mac (OS 10.6 or higher) 

 
Please note: School version is secure to the school server, your child will need to make a new name at 
home.  Lessons can be skipped but repetition when learning to type will increase accuracy and speed. 
 
To reiterate, all Year 7 students will be accessing touchtyping within Activity sessions at school after 
Christmas. There is no expectation to purchase the home based learning programme and they will be 
able to access the school computers at designated times to support their development.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Chris Johnson 
Head of Lower School  
 

 
 
 
 
 
You want to put wings on the heels of your children?  Teach them to touch type.  They’ll bless you for it 

in later life.  Or they’ll hunt and peck like electro-chickens for the rest of their days.” 
John Sutherland, Professor of English Literature, University College London 

 

http://www.englishtype.com/SchShop-20171117143115-Cranbrook.php
mailto:sue@englishtype.com

