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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Having just returned from our traditional Commemoration Service at St 
Dunstan’s church in Cranbrook, I can assure you all that the school is in 
good voice and excellent spirits as we commence a much-needed half-term 
break. The school choir’s superb rendition of Oh Happy Day! was a fitting 
and enjoyable highlight.  
 

On so many fronts this has been a most successful few weeks. We got off to 
a great start with the opening of our new Sixth Form Centre in September. 

Our students have settled into the new building superbly, with a noticeable change in work 
patterns and general atmosphere in the heart of the school already.  
 

Our new intake of Year 7 pupils have settled in remarkably well. The new classroom (Junior 
Hub) and play area have proved extremely popular and have brought fresh life to this part of 
the school site.  
 

We have hosted numerous Open Events this term and have noted very good attendance by 
parents at both points of entry, especially for Year 7 in 2018. Our provision of 60 places next 
year has also proved popular. 
 

On the sports front, everyone is delighted with the catering provided by the ever-excellent 
CSPA at matches on Saturdays. Parents, you are doing a brilliant job! On the pitch too, there 
have been more than a few outstanding performances in both Hockey and Rugby. The All-
Black influence of Hika Reid and equally expert input of Tom Hillier have hugely enhanced 
the quality of our play in rugby. Liz Coleman deserves special praise for her leadership of this 
vital area. The Big Side pavilion make-over is taking shape extremely nicely. The building is 
now a focal point for players and parents alike and will, increasingly, be one we can be 
genuinely proud of. Thank you to all those who have made this project possible. 
 

Some important items of news for you: 

Contrary to the recent coverage on KentLive, we were extremely pleased with the 
performance of our GCSE candidates this summer. What the combined figures for maths and 
English do not show is the outstanding performance of our Maths candidates who took the 
maths GCSE a year ahead of their peers in the summer of 2016: 86% of whom achieved A* 
grades and 98% A*-A grades. Over half of those same students went on to take the new 
GCSE Maths in addition to the one they already had.  Unfortunately, because the grading 

system changed in the intervening time their results have not been included in this year’s 
performance tables. Had they been factored in, our true standing at “strong pass” would 
have been: 87%, with 99% of all students achieving a pass. This compares very favourably 
with all local schools, including grammar schools. 
 

 I am very grateful to Parent Governor Richard Vinton and others for pursuing the case 
against KCC’s application of its transport policy in this area. Seven appeal panel decisions 
have been overturned recently enabling Year 7 and Year 9 pupils in those cases to travel to 
Cranbrook for free. Do contact the school to find out from Richard about how he and others 
have succeeded in overturning KCC’s original decision.  
 

Please note that we will be blocking off access to the “in-out” car park and the Barham Drive 
entrance after school immediately after Half Term because of the disruption caused by 
parent traffic at the moment. Please can I ask that you do not pick up your child at school at 
peak times, but find a parking space elsewhere in the town. Both areas will reopen once the 
school buses have left the school site. 

 

 Year Group Information Evenings: Please note that the Year 10 Information Evening has 
been moved and is now booked for Tuesday 28 November in the Queen’s Hall. To confirm 
then, the evenings will run as follows, all 7-8pm: Tuesday 14 November – Year 13, Tuesday 
21 November – Year 11, and Tuesday 28 November – Year 10. These events have been well 
received by all who attended as they have found the academic and pastoral information we 
have provided very helpful at this early stage in the year.   

A permanent appointment to the role of CCF and DofE Instructor/Co-ordinator will be made 
shortly after Half Term. In the meantime, both activities continue to thrive and will remain a 
mainstay of our co-curricular programme for a very long time to come.   

Thank you everyone for all your support this term. May I leave you with some key dates for 
your information: Thursday 16 November and Friday 17 November - 7pm in the Queens’ 
Hall: DanSing, Monday 18 December – 7pm in St Dunstan’s Church: Advent Carol Service for 
parents, staff and the local community, and Tuesday 19 December—11.30am to 12.30pm in 
St Dunstan’s Church: End of Term School Carol Service. 

 
 

John Weeds 
Headmaster 
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THE MAGIC OF MATHS 

On 11th September, 10 of our most 
talented year 10 mathematicians 
attended ‘The Magic of Maths’ at 
the University of Kent Canterbury.  
The event was organised by the 
Further Mathematics Support 
Programme which aims to promote 
the study of Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics 

at A level.  Students were engaged 
in various activities including 
mathematical braiding, maths and 
music, maths tricks and the science 
of juggling.  They experienced 
excellent presentations from local 
and national mathematical 
academics and were looked after 
by the University’s maths students.  
It was a very successful day and the students were able to display and 
explain their own versions of mathematical braiding in the department at 
our school Open Evening. 
 
 
 
 

 

LUMIÈRE, CAMÉRA, ACTION! 
 
On Thursday 5th October, the whole of 
Yr9 were treated to a French play called 
"Lumière, Caméra, Action!". We followed 
a famous director and his endeavours to 
film the sensational "King Kong à Paris", 
losing his financial sponsor and contract 
with big actors, and reverting to casting 
willing British students to help.  Some 
had to try their voice volume in order to 
support the main actress in distress, others had to step in to act in the final 
and most dramatic scene; the death of King Kong! 

A lot a fun French and a worthwhile linguistic experience for 
everyone!  C'était très chouette! 

Mme Lavigne-Kidney 
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RECORD FUNDS RAISED FROM CHARITY WALK 

This year's Charity Walk raised a staggering total amount of £15,829.37 – 
another record. It will do a great deal to support our chosen charities this 
year which are: Porchlight (a Kent charity for the homeless), The Big Cat 
Santuary at Smarden, Kent Kindness Refugee Programme, Hawkhurst 
Cottage Hospital, MIND, The Rainbow Trust (supporting terminally ill 
children), RNLI, Médecins Sans Frontières, Water Aid and Dementia UK. 

The day went extremely well and we were so lucky with the 
weather.  There were only a couple of minor issues such as the kitten at 
Kilndown that continually followed every group that passed by and the 
dogs near Swattenden that didn’t take kindly to one of our students 
dressed in the lion suit. 

Many thanks are due to: 

 The Estates team for marshalling the road crossings all day 

 Graeme and the catering team for supplying the BBQ lunch on route 

 The site team for helping with transport 

 Charlotte French for getting all the sheets ready 
 The Yr13s for marshalling the footpaths and helping with the admin in 

the Sports hall 
 Simon Young-Min, Liz Coleman, Elly Hills, Richard Holden and James for 

helping on the day 
 The Barham and medical staff for helping on the day 

 And the accounts department who will sort out the money! 
 

Well done everyone. 

POETRY AT CRANBROOK ON NATIONAL POETRY DAY 

Luke Wright – British Poet, 
performer, publisher, 
broadcaster – paid a return visit 
to Cranbrook School on Thursday 
28th September in celebration of 
National Poetry Day.  Luke spent 
time with a variety of year 
groups talking about what poetry 
means to him, his life as a poet 
and reciting many of his fantastic  

poetic creations.  The students were all enthralled from his visit and their 
comments are testament to this: 
 
“every poem seemed to tell a story, with a message or advice that we 
could usefully take in” 

“really captivating” 

“full of passion and dramatic acting whilst reciting his poems” 

“a new insight on approaching 
poetry” 

“hope he visits us again” 

Thank you Luke for visiting Cranbrook 
once again and providing our students 
with a new perspective on poetry. 
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POETRY COMPETITION 
 
The English department ran a poetry competition to mark National Poetry 
day on the theme of Freedom.  We had a good number od entries from 
across the school with some very moving and meaningful poems. 
 
The winner was Lily Fraser -  12WG, runners up were Ernie Shannon - 
10WB, Benedict Collins - Yr7 and Georgie Estall - 12HG.  Thank you 
everyone who entered; the English Prefects found it a difficult choice to 
decide on the Winner. 
 
Mrs Kumar 

 
CRANBROOK STUDENTS CELEBRATE THEIR WORDS IN PRINT 

 

Last term a number of year 10 students entered a Young Writer’s 
competition on the theme of Dystopia/Other worlds.  On Wednesday 4th 
October Mrs Kumar surprised the class with the announcement that some 
of the students had been selected to have their entries published in print. 
 
The following students' work is now published in the book ‘Welcome to 
Wonderland’ which is available to view in the library: 

 Sam Jenkins 

 Helena Featherstone 
 Milo Baker 

 Ben Booth-Clibborn 
 Florence Wellman 

 Sasha Greenlees 

 Mathilda Stone 
 Guy Pryke 

 Grace Catt 
 Juliette Verschuur 

 Nicole Brown 
 Julian de Paiva 

 Tristan Warburton-Smith 
 Thomas Hayes 

 Sam King 
 
Congratulations everyone. 
 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP TO DORSET 
 
The Year 12 Geography students took part in a Field Trip to Dorset from 
Friday 29th September to Sunday  1st October. They worked hard collecting  

data and visiting many of the 
coastal features on the Isle of 
Purbeck. They will be able to 
use this information for their 
exam and it has given them 
inspiration and ideas for their 
independent investigations. 
 
Mr Penny 
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ALL BLACK MAGIC 
 
Hika Reid ex 'all black' has arrived at Cranbrook School and has already 
made his mark. The boys and staff have been hugely impressed with not 
only his coaching skills but more importantly his philosophies on the pitch 
which in turn will transfer to every day life. A complete education. It's not 
just about the sport.... 
 
Cranbrook School secured the services of former New Zealand forward 
Hika Reid as rugby coach and Tom Hillier a former Wasps player, parent 
and Old Boy of Cranbrook School, to work alongside him towards the end 
of the last Academic year. Tom and Hika have planned a full season 
program with training for all year groups, including the new Year 7's and 
9's. They will both be working with all the Year groups in games sessions 
and practices each day and will support all teams in matches throughout 
the season. 
 
" My major focus since arriving at Cranbrook School has been on skill 
development consistent with the style of rugby that Tom Hillier and I are 
wanting the boys to play. (ie) attacking, running rugby). The boys have 
been willing and enthusiastic to accept and apply the new techniques and 
change of mind-set needed to play this style of rugby and totally 
understand the standards and levels they need to achieve within the 
timeframe. Tom Hillier and the Cranbrook School coaching staff will 
continue these systems and techniques in future seasons” - Hika Reid 
 
"Across all the age groups in the school, Hika is expertly introducing a 
superb range of drills and skills to equip players and teams to play 

attacking running rugby. Hika's incredible passion and enthusiasm for the 
game has been inspirational for players and coaching staff alike. Although 
we've barely reached base camp on our journey to the summit, what the 
players have learnt and applied so far has been impressive and has set 
solid foundations to build on over the following seasons” - Tom Hillier - 
Head of Rugby 

 
" I am thrilled with the 
atmosphere and work 
ethic that I am witnessing 
on the sports front this 
term. Both the Rugby and 
Hockey teams at all levels 
are demonstrating a 
commitment and desire to 
improve and be the best 
they can - what more can 
we ask for? “ - Liz 
Coleman, Head of Sport 
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ARGENTINIAN TOURING SPORTS TEAMS VISIT CRANBROOK 
 

Hosting 65 touring students at 
the start of the term was a bit of 
a challenge to say the 
least.  However, we are always 
keen to welcome visitors from 
abroad and as always our parents 
came up trumps hosting them all 

which we are hugely grateful for. 
 
Great results too!  A win for both the U16 rugby and U15 hockey teams 
and draws for our 1st teams. 
 
Mrs Coleman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EQUESTRIAN TEAM GETS OFF TO A GREAT START 
 
Our Equestrian Team have been very busy 
since the start of September, competing in 
qualifying rounds at Petley and 
Mayfield.  Both competitions were very big 
and technical; the girls all rode well against 
a field of hundreds of riders from across 
the South East. 

Well done to Emily Freeman, Hannah 
Williams, Issy Stephen, Georgie Estall, Polly 
Hutton and Charlie Hilton who have variously gained qualification in 
teams and individual places in Show Jumping and Jumping with 
Style.  The girls are off to Championships at Addington, Buckinghamshire 
in October and the Championship Plate at Keysoe Bucks in December. 

Last weekend Hannah, Issy and Georgie all qualified for various events. 
Hannah qualified through to the 2nd round of the Dengie Competition in 
dressage.  Georgie also qualified through to 2nd round but this time in  

show jumping.  She also won a speed 
class.  They will have to wait until the 
New Year to try and get through to the 
Dengie National Championships.  Issy 
rode at Felbridge and won her 90cm 
class to qualify for schools champs in 
October.  She has already qualified as 
part of the team. So outstanding results 
again. Well done girls! 
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INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 

Superb results for Allan and Webster Houses who shared first and second 
places in the cross country.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-competition shot of Allan Girls 

CICELY RAISES OVER £1,000 FOR ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH UK 

Congratulations to Cicely Freeman - 13WG - 
for completing the Royal Parks Half 
Marathon in a time of 2 hours 7 minutes and 
37 seconds.  Out of 16,000 runners Cicely 
finished in a very respectable 3,118th place 
in the female category and 8,752nd overall, 
not to mention one of the youngest runners 
to take part too. 

The Royal Parks Half Marathon is a 13.1 mile route through Hyde Park, 
Green Park, St. James' Park and Kensington Gardens.  It attracts runners 
from all areas of the country as well as both experienced and in-
experienced runners. 

 Cicely was running as part of a 150 strong team raising money for 
Alzheimer's Research UK.  She has raised an incredible £1,051 so far 
putting her in the top of fundraisers for the charity for this 
event.  Donations are still available to be 
made and you can donate online using her 
JustGiving.com page. 

Well done Cicely. 

 

 

Girls Results 

1st AG  

2nd WG  

3rd HG 

4th Bl  

5th SC 

 

Boys Results 

1st WB  

2nd AB  

3rd Cr  

4th Cw  

5th HB 

6th Ra   



 9 

MOVE OVER BRADLEY WIGGINS 
 

Congratulations goes to Matt 
Williams - 12HB.  Matt cycled the 
prestigious Catford Hill climb up 
York's Hill near Sevenoaks last 
weekend (Sunday 8th October) 
and took Junior 1st place in a time 
of 2 minutes 14.8 seconds.  He 
placed 18th overall in a field of 
120 riders.  A superb placing in a 
race that sees gradients of 25% 
maximum.  The race is the longest 
running race in the cycling world 
and has run every year since 1887. 
 
If that wasn't enough, on the 
same day just a mere 2 hours 
later, Matt completed the 
Londonxleague Cyclocross race at 
Herne Hill taking 2nd place. 

 

Amazing, well done Matt. 

 

 

 

    SPORTS TOUR 2019  

 

    A message from Mrs Coleman 

 

 An initial round of invites to a pre-season sports tour to South Africa in 
2019 have been emailed to parents of some students in Year 11 and Year 
10. There will be more invites sent so there is still time for Year 11 and  
Year 10 to impress their coaches with a high work rate, positive attitude, 
high level of performance and respect for the Cranbrook Code of sport 
which supports all team members. 

Mr Hillier and I are also discussing ideas for the current Year 12 for a pre-
season smaller tour in 2018. You have not been forgotten. 

I will be looking to organise a tour abroad every 2 years for sixth form. I  
will also look for smaller tours/weekends for the lower years.  
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GOLD DofE QUALIFYING EXPEDITION 2017 
 

Like every great DofE Expedition, this one started with a VERY long trip in a 
minibus.  Although this time, my enormously heavy pack travelled on the minibus 
from Cranbrook to Cumbria by itself, as I was travelling from Edinburgh to the 
base-camp by train to join the rest of the group.  My trans-Pennine journey was a 
continuous roll of amazing landscapes - and even better, viewed from the luxury of 
a seat on a train - a great preamble to the 4 day march that was to follow. 
 
On arrival in camp our packs were unpacked and laid out for the assessor to 
approve.  Everything is checked - clothing, food, plans, aims - and luckily all of us 
passed muster.  That's when you realise that the practice expedition on Dartmoor 
is a very essential part of the process - and that getting ready for 4 days out on 
your own is not something that can be done without getting a few things wrong 
the first time.  By the time you get to the qualifier the boots are worn in, only the 
most comfy socks make it into the pack and you know exactly which brand and 
flavour of instant porridge oats is going to make you want to get out of your 
sleeping bag in the morning. 
 
Though 4 days of walking all seem pretty much the same, with awesome views of 
lakes, vale and dale at every moment, it's the things that make you laugh that help 
you pass the time of day that fill the memory banks and help you forget the rolled 
ankles, blisters and aching limbs.  There are A LOT of sheep in Cumbria..... they 
smell, they chew, they leave droppings everywhere, they follow you - they own 
the territory.  The other memorable residents of the Lakes are midges - on the 
nights when it pours they seem to all prefer the inside of the tents to the outside - 
hanging around you in great clouds and nipping every bit of exposed arm.  
Continuing with the wildlife theme, on our second day we found a shrew that 
looked very forlorn which we wrapped in sheep's wool and moss, and fed it on a 
diet of ration-pack nuts.  After a good few hours in a waterproof pocket it had 

perked up and was able to be re-released into the wild - albeit several miles away.  
It was named Quagrigg. 

 
Sleeping on stony ground (well, with the added luxury of a half a centimetre roll-
mat) for the four nights takes the body and mind to a different level.  In this out-of
-body state, away from any kitchen, the daily ritual of pulling together a meal 
makes for Heston Blumenthal-like experimentation with ration pack combinations, 
not all entirely successful.  Luckily Brunch bars and flap-jacks cannot be doctored 
with and offer comfort and security where needed.  Lighting a fire in the rain is 
never easy - but it does feel hugely satisfying once the flames are springing up 
around the sometimes impossible to find twigs and logs that the expedition 
leaders tell you will be readily available and easy to find (they are not). 

 
My favourite moment of the trip was probably the huge burger and large, thirst-
quenching beverages in the pub at the end.  Well earned!  The Gold Expedition 
comes at the perfect time - you put down your pen after your last A level exam, 
there is no more revision to be done, you can wave goodbye to all those past 
papers and you are 
off into the great 
outdoors - couldn't 
be better.  What a 
great experience – I 
highly recommend 
it. 

 
Tom Mancais -   
Class of 2017 
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Summer 2017 reaped success for the Cranbrook CCF contingent.  The army 
section ventured to Crowborough cadet training base to take part in the 
annual cadet summer camp.  The army sections’ summer camp gave 18 
cadets from a range of year groups and experience levels the opportunity 
to test their skills and abilities on a number of stands run by both serving 
and ex-armed forces personnel.  For the first three days the cadets 
underwent training in many different areas such as field craft, water sports 
and team based activities.  A noteworthy activity which the cadets 
experienced was the section attack.  Lead by a serving soldier from the 
Royal Irish Regiment who also trains the SAS in battle procedure, we 
conducted a three section attack on an enemy position with machine gun 
fire from 3 Para.  With few cadets experiencing a section attack of this 
calibre before they performed seamlessly and with outstanding confidence 
showing the other cadet forces the exceptional competence of our CCF.  

On the fourth day we participated in the competition.  Despite not having 
as many cadets as other contingents who were competing we were 
pleasantly surprised when we achieved gold, silver and bronze medals for 
various stands and came seventh overall.  

The cadets who attended should be very pleased with this result and from 
a leader’s perspective; I thought everyone had an enormous amount of 
enthusiasm and skill.  

CCF students have also recently returned from their first field weekend of 
the new academic year. Staff and Cadets from both the Army and RAF 
sections deployed into the small principality of Westonia (Mereworth 
Woods training area) for a fully tactical exercise aimed at consolidating all 
of their fieldcraft and weapon handling skills. For the ‘old hands’ this was 
an opportunity to pass on knowledge and experience to the junior cadets, 

and a chance for the new Army sections to start gelling as teams. 

Cadet NCOs Tom Clark, Ben West and Freddie Deane took on the role of 
section commanders, mentoring their sections and building on their 
already extensive leadership skills. Late night OPs (observation posts) and 
fighting patrols were conducted while the enemy force (Captain Brown, SSI 
Botley, Maj Swinburne and Plt Off Vickers) played out scenarios to build up 
the battle picture. 

An early reveille and ration pack breakfast kicked off the morning, and a 
few weary legs were quickly warmed up and put to the test with the final 
assault on the enemy position. All in all, a very pleasing start to a fresh 
faced Cranbrook Combined Cadet Force.  

Not to be left out, potential Year 9 Cadets attended their first field day to 
give them a taster of what the CCF involves. Military fieldcraft stands 
manned by students and staff provided lessons on navigation, camouflage 
and concealment, shelter building, command tasks and leadership, 
stalking, skill at arms, and of course that old favourite… the 24 hour 
operational ration 
pack.  Camping trips 
will never be the 
same again. 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL: 

Tuesday 17th October:   Half term begins 

Monday 30th October:   Boarders to return @ 18:00 

Tuesday 31st October:   Return to school for 8.25am 

 
Timetable B will be for the w/c Tuesday 31st October 

 

STORK NEWS 

 

Congratulations to Chyna Hulland-Rumley on the safe 

arrival of Baya Josephine Hulland-Rumley, born Friday 

22nd September weighing a respectable 7lbs 6oz. 

 

 

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 

The deadline for the annual CSPA Andrea Abbot Memorial short story 

competition is Monday 13th November and this year it is being judged by 

author Joe Craig.  Please see the poster opposite for entry details and 

encourage your son/daughter to enter – a half term project perhaps! 
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WORK EXPERIENCE - FOR YEAR 11 PARENTS 

The deadline for Year 11 students to provide details about their work 
experience placements for the summer is 24th November. Thank you to 
those students who have already handed in their details. The half-term 
break is the perfect opportunity for your son/daughter to research the 
areas they may be interested in working in.  Please can you encourage 
them to work on this and make sure they have finalised their details by 
24th November.  Please contact Mrs Newman, 
newmanc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk if you have any queries and the work 
experience information booklet is attached to this newsletter. 

 

CAREERS FAIR 

The School’s annual careers fair takes place on Saturday 11th November, 
10.00am to 12 midday in the Performing Arts Centre.  The poster opposite 
gives more details about the event, contact Mrs Newman if you need 
further information, newmanc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk.  Please encourage 
your son and daughter to attend.  It is open to all year groups in the school 
and is run on a ‘drop in’ basis so they don’t have to stay for the whole 
morning!  Please do accompany your children to this if you would like to.  

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

Next official opening is Saturday 4th November 9.30-10.30 or by 

appointment through enquiries to michellewest464@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:newmanc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
mailto:newmanc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
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SEASONAL ‘FLU VACCINATION FOR BOARDERS 

Dr. Richard Digby, our school medical office, will be offering seasonal ‘flu 

vaccinations during the second half of this autumn term to all boarders 

and in particular those with asthma. 

Please would you respond by email to medical@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk to 

indicate whether or not you would like your son/daughter to receive the 

seasonal ‘flu vaccination.  Please give their full name, date of birth and 

consent/refusal as appropriate. 

Please send your email as soon as possible and no later than Friday 27th 

October 2017. 

Helen Dewsbury - Senior School Nurse 

 

SAVE THE DATE—CSPA 

22nd November 7-8.30pm—Teenage Stress and Screen-Time— our next 

Cranbrook School Lecture for parents. 

 

The CSPA Quincentenary Summer Ball will be held on the 30th June 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


