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Dear parents and guardians, 

As the Summer Term draws to a close, we can reflect not only on one of 
the hottest but one of the most eventful on record.  First things first, I 
would like to pay tribute to departing colleagues.  Firstly, best wishes to 
Danielle Fairey after 20 years of sterling service at Cranbrook as Head of 
Classics and more latterly as Head of Allen Girls.  She has provided 
tremendous passion for her subject and showed immense all-round 
leadership.  Very best of luck at Benenden School. Secondly,  

Robbie Ferguson move onto Deputy Headship at Maidstone Grammar School for Boys.  Not 
only is this his alma mater it is also a tremendous opportunity for a wider audience to 
experience at first hand his leadership and excellent teaching skills.  We will miss both very 
much.  Also on the teaching side we say goodbye to Jenny Mulcahy (SEN), Aurelija Kantauske 
(Maths), Julie Constantinou-Nash (Chemistry) and Simon Wise (English).  Lynn Skilton, who 
worked in the catering team for 20 years, also leaves us – with many happy memories of her 
excellent desserts! 

Welcome to new colleagues: Chris Johnson as Assistant Head (Lower School), Nick Edmunds 
(Head of Chemistry), Becky Davies (English), Louise Fraser (Maths), Chris Sutton (Maths) and 
Toni Bennett (Classics).  Vicky Homewood will be covering maternity leave for Toni Harris as 
Head of Philosophy and Ethics.  We wish Toni, Shelly Sutton and Chyna Hulland-Rumley all 
the very best on their respective maternity leaves.  I am delighted also to welcome onto the 
staff on at least a temporary basis, Hika Reid (ex-All Black) and Tom Hillier to oversee rugby 
next term and Chris Botley as CCF SSI and Duke of Edinburgh coordinator.  I am sure parents 
will be seeing a lot of these colleagues in the Autumn.  

Some developments on the building front to share with you: building of our New Sixth Form 
Centre proceeds apace and we remain on course to be in there form the beginning of next 
term; the Big Side pavilion refurbishment will commence in earnest in the summer holidays 
and is scheduled to open at the beginning of October.  Staff and Governors were able to 
have a good look at the new Sixth From Centre on July 6th - all were suitably impressed! 
There will be an official opening next year, we hope with royal patronage given that this will 
be the fifth centenary.  This really will be a case of a dream becoming a reality - in a 
surprisingly short space of time.  Cranbrook can be can-do! 

Earlier this term we were delighted to welcome new Year 9 and Year 7 pupils and their 
parents - both warm, wonderful occasions and in the case of Year 7 of course, historic. 

Thanks to the superb work of our new Development Board I was able to share with all new 
parents how we all now work together to assure Cranbrook of the resources it needs for an 
even more successful future.  

So let me conclude by urging you all to get involved in Cranbrook Together.  Our aim and 
our plea to you is to ensure that as many parents as possible give into the news scheme. 
Currently annual giving in the school stands at 13% of the parent population.  This is 
because neither I nor the school have promoted annual giving during the Sixth Form 
campaign period.  But we now need to get that figure right up so that significant majority of 
parents are involved.  Early signs are good, with very promising take-up following the 
Welcome Evenings.  In short, we are asking you to give a standard sum of £20 per month to 
Cranbrook Together to help us with aspects of our running costs, such as swimming pool 
maintenance and the production of Lynx magazine.  In addition, we have established three 
schemes, known as the Active, Creative and Enquiring Minds schemes.  Here there is no 
upper limit, but a regular contribution of between £40-£60 per term would enable us to 
secure sports coaching in our major sports, appoint a Composer in Residence or the like to 
help coordinate all-important performing arts events and put Music back on the map and 
equip our key academic departments with the resources to stimulate passions in our 
students for everything from quantum physics to palaeontology. I am so grateful to 
members of the Development Board for helping get thins project off the ground.  Anyone 
who has heard parent Richard Vinton speak from the heart in support of Cranbrook will 
know how exciting these ideas are and how easy it is to get involved.  Please see our 
website at  http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/supporting-cranbrook/cranbrook-
together/  and do please contact our Development Office on email: 
development@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk, to obtain forms and more information.  

Last but not least, thank you all for your superb support this year.  May you all have an 
excellent summer break. See you in September!  

 
 

 
 
John Weeds 
Headmaster 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/supporting-cranbrook/cranbrook-together/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/supporting-cranbrook/cranbrook-together/
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The school celebrated its Annual Prizegiving in style on Saturday 27th 
May with an impressive display of its musical talent and outstanding 
contributions from this year’s outgoing Senior Four.  Guest of Honour 
was BBC and Channel 5 presenter Sian Williams, who spoke superbly on 
behalf of all students leaving school this year – prizewinners or 
otherwise.  Speaking of her own school experiences and reflecting on her 
career successes she engaged the entire audience with her warmth and 
sincerity. 
 

Musical interludes included an outstanding rendition 
of Mozart’s Piano Concerto in E Flat  by Adam 
Harrod (Year 11) and the string ensemble.  The 
climax of the event was the School Orchestra’s 
outstanding performance of theme to Alice in 
Wonderland by Danny Elfman.  Parents and other 
guests have been  fulsome in their praise of the 
day’s festivities. 

Equally impressive was the school Jazz Band’s set at 
the end of the morning when they entertained guests on the Gym lawn 
with a series of jazz classics.  All in all an excellent prelude to the Fifth 
Centenary celebrations coming up in 2018. 
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CRANBROOK WELCOMED BACK OC SIR TIM SMIT KBE 

Staff and students at Cranbrook School were delighted to welcome back 
former student Sir Tim Smit KBE to share with them his experiences since 
leaving the school in the early 1970s. The famous founder of the Eden 
Project in Cornwall and the driving force behind the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan has become a leading commentator and campaigner on 
environmental issues such as climate change and conservation. Uniquely, 
he has combined this passion for science and nature with a highly 
successful business career which has enabled Eden to flourish and for 
similar projects in every continent around the world to take root. He 
spoke to the whole school in two assemblies and then went on a guided 
tour with two of the senior Sixth Form students, Olivia Stevens and 
Macsen Lambert. Said Macsen, “Sir Tim has made me re-think what I 
want to do longer term. Really exciting stuff.”  Both agreed that the 
students had really enjoyed hearing about his experiences and that he 
had really changed their outlook on things. 

Said Headmaster John Weeds, “Sir Tim struck a chord with our students. 
He urged them to be open-minded and not to worry if they don’t have a 
set career plan at this stage. His advice to them to follow their instincts 
and to dare to be different was spot on. We loved having him talk to us 
and we all hope he is able to join us again in the near future. We are very 
proud of his contribution on the world stage to the debate about nature 
and the environment. His words were both funny, sometimes naughty 
and best of all, inspirational.” 

Sir Tim was a boarder at Cranbrook and went on to be knighted in 2011 for 
his services to public engagement with the sciences. Less well known is 
that he had a very successful career in the music business before 
dedicating himself to science and the Cornwall projects. Even less well 
known is that he and other students at the time arranged for Genesis and 
other famous bands to play at the school in the early 70s at the very start 
of their careers. It seems that he was always destined to be a successful, 
innovative entrepreneur. Cranbrook celebrates its 5th centenary next year 
and is hosting a series of further high profile events in the near future in 
recognition of this great anniversary. 

 



 5 

BRIT SCHOOL PLACES FOR CRANBROOK STUDENTS 

Congratulations to Grace Richardson (pictured), 
11HG and Louis Chevis, 11Ra (Louis declined to 
have a photo included) for being awarded places 
at the prestigious BRIT School.   

The BRIT School is a one of a kind Performing Arts 
and Technology School, dedicated to education 
and vocational training for the performing arts, 
media, art and design and the technologies that 
make performancepossible.  It has many notable  

Alumni, including Adele, Jessie J, Amy Winehouse and Rizzle Kicks to name 
a few.  Massive congratulations to Grace and Louis.  Wishing you all the 
very best of luck in your new adventures. 

STAFFING ACHIEVEMENTS 

Huge congratulations to Mr Warren, now Dr 
Warren.  After seven years cramming his PhD 
studies in between school commitments, Mr 
Warren successfully defended his thesis to an 
academic panel in late April and was awarded 
the title of Doctor.  

His thesis was titled (not surprisingly for those 
who know him) Bird Kind: Avian 
Transformations, Species and Identities in 
Medieval English Poetry. 
 

We are delighted to announce that Mrs 
Corney has been awarded the History 
Teacher of the year - West Kent 
award.  These awards were started to 
mark the vital contribution that 
teaching staff make to our community, 
and recognise the expertise and  
dedication that is the hallmark of an 
outstanding teacher.  A panel of judges select winners from all the local 
authority areas, so this award was a great achievement and we are sure 
you will join us in congratulating Mrs Corney.  Winners of the 2017 
event were recently announced at a ceremony at the Mercure Great 
Danes Hotel, Maidstone, and proceeds raised from the Kent Teacher of 
the Year Awards go to literacy and road safety projects in the region. 

CAST 

On Wednesday 28 June we were joined by 
eight children and two staff from local primary 
schools as part of the CAST Year 6-7 transition 
scheme. They enjoyed classes in Art, Science 
and PE as well 
as a look round 
the school, and 
gave us the 
thumbs up!  
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YR9 EXPERIENCE THE BAYEUX WAY OF LIFE 

The 20 Y9 students who welcomed 
their Bayeux partners back in 
December departed for 6 French days 
at the end of April. 

After a very early departure and a 
smooth ferry crossing, we had time to 
let off steam and get into the French 
spirit with a mature ride on a carousel 

and an ice cream in the sunny port of Honfleur!  The town hall 
representatives welcomed us in Bayeux with official speeches and 
refreshments, and the French partners with their families were then ready 
to whisk our nervous students away. 

We gathered again in the Collège Chartier the next morning, and the 
Cranbrook students disappeared into the French crowd of pupils, looking 
the part. They attended a variety of lessons before the school lunch, which 
was not to our lucky Cranbrook standard but an experience all the 
same.  In the afternoon, our lively guide took us round the main features 
of the town, giving us facts about Bayeux and its history.  It was the 
perfect introduction to the Bayeux Tapestry which we saw next. All 
students agreed that it was much longer than they expected!  The evening 
was spent at the local bowling alley, where the French battled with the 
English on the lanes, but also in arm wrestling. 

The week-end was spent with the families, and our students were treated 
to all sorts of outings, from amusement parks to historical visits, laser 
games or markets, trips to Mont St Michel or even Paris.  It was an 

eventful time for everyone, and on Monday all the Cranbrook students 
had lots of news to share.  We spent the day exploring the D Day landing 
sites with the help of our Australian guide.  The Arromanches museum, 
the Cinéma circulaire, the Longues batteries, the Pointe du Hoc and 
eventually the American cemetery provided many reflective films and 
information to appreciate the scale of the French liberation and the 
Normandy events during WWII.  We managed to dodge most of the rain 
too, which was a bonus.  A busy day. 

On our last day, we were briefed on the rules of Handball, and the 
Cranbrook students had a running chance to try the sport along with some 
dodge ball games before it was time to say “au revoir”.  A few tears were 
shared when we assembled for the final photo (always a sign of a 
successful trip!).  A last stop at a supermarket provided an opportunity to 
purchase final presents, and we made our way back to l’Angleterre, after 
what seemed a very long but also very short time. 

Six days spent in a French family can 
easily make a big difference to students 
wishing to sit a French GCSE.  However, 
an exchange can go much further than 
exams, as some students will hopefully 
stay in touch in the future and make 
links beyond their school day. Qui sait? 

Well done to the brave 20 Y9 students 
who were a real credit to their school 
and families, let alone to their French teachers.  It was a pleasure to spend 
time with them in Bayeux. 

Mme Lavigne-Kidney 
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CSPA TALK ON PEER PRESSURE, DRUGS & ALCOHOL 

On Tuesday 23rd May the Queen's Hall was packed with parents and 
students keen to hear Rosie Johnston's frank discussion about drugs and 
alcohol.  The talk covered a wide range of subjects, including: 

 How to help our children navigate the exposure they have to drugs & 
alcohol with their various friendship groups 

 The social norms within the family around alcohol 

 Bombardment of advertising and social media 
 
For full details regarding the talk and helpful resources from Rosie 
Johnston's talk please visit the CSPA website using the following 
link:  http://cranbrookschoolparents.com/2017/05/24/notes-on-the-
latest-cspa-talk/ 

YEAR 9 THEME WEEK 

Year 9 spent all last week (12-16th June) exploring issues of freedom, 
justice and equality.  They have had 25 different workshops on themes 
such as human rights, the legal system, forensic science, food poverty, 
first aid, medical ethics, the death penalty, and animal and 
environmental issues. 

They have also had guest speakers, such as top lawyer David 
Leckie,  Owen - who suffers from MS, Amnesty International, The Big Cat 
Sanctuary from Smarden, as well as a governor and three current inmates 
from HMP East Sutton Park, who spoke honestly and openly about the 

reality of living in prison, and the decisions they made that led up to their 
incarceration.  All of the sessions have given students the unique 
opportunity to explore their views on freedom, justice and equality, and 
explore a wide range of new ideas. 

A huge thank you to all staff and sixth formers who helped, especially Mrs 
Harris, who planned and ran the week. 

 

YOUNG WRITERS MINI SAGAS COMPETITION 

Earlier in the year, year 10 students entered the Young Writer ‘Welcome 
to Wonderland’ mini sagas competition.  This is open to all students 
around the country and there were over 18,000 entries.  The following 
students’ entries have been chosen to be published in the ’Welcome to 
Wonderland’: 

Congratulations everyone. 

Tom Hayes - Aftermath 

Milo Baker—A beautiful sight 

Grace Catt—The Waking Dead 

Ben Booth-Clibborn - Destruction of Us 

Nicole Brown - Different but the same 

Helena Featherstone - Raganork 

Sam Jenkins - Treachery 

Flo Wellman - Empty faces 

Juliette Verschuur - The Power of Ra 

Emma Gledhill - Venturesome village 

Darcey Walker - Saving Mum 

Tristan Warburton-Smith - The Land of 

Fears 

Sasha Greenlees - Death of the Doctor 

Mathilde Stone - Hollow Eyes 

Samuel King - Nightmares 

Eddie Bloom - Hell on Earth 

Guy Pryke - A Day without law 

http://cranbrookschoolparents.com/2017/05/24/notes-on-the-latest-cspa-talk/
http://cranbrookschoolparents.com/2017/05/24/notes-on-the-latest-cspa-talk/
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GEOGRAPHY ROUND-UP 

It’s been another busy year for the 
geography department.  We have 
spent a lot of time planning and 
delivering the new GCSE and A Level 
courses as well as working on 
producing an exciting and challenging 
new geography curriculum for our 
imminent Year 7 intake.  The 
academic year started off in  

traditional style with our 3 day residential fieldtrip to the beautiful Isle of 
Purbeck in Dorset.  Over 30 Year 12 geography students arrived via the 
Sandbanks chain link ferry and set to work straight away studying and 
collecting data on the sand dunes at Studland Bay.  During our stay we 
managed to study many of the classic features including Old Harry’s 
Rocks, Lulworth Cove, Durdle Door and Chesil Beach. 

In January we took 35 of our Y13 students to Dorking for a 3 day in-
depth study of the River Tillingbourne.   
The students worked hard during the 
day collecting their data for the skills 
exam and then spent the early 
evening analysing and presenting 
their results.  However, we did find 
some time to escape and go ten-pin 
bowling and feast on pizzas on the 
Saturday evening. 

Our final outing has been with the Y10 students who needed to collect 
data in a human and physical environment in order to prepare them for 
their geographical applications exam.  We spent the morning in the 
lovely Sussex town of Rye investigating the impacts of tourism and the 
afternoon looking at the effectiveness of the coastal management 
strategies at Pett Level. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Knight, Mr Swinburne and 
Mrs Burnett for all their help and support over the year and wish them a 
well-earned and relaxing break over the summer holidays. 

Mr Penny, Head of Geography 
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PERFORMING ARTS CATCH-UP 

It’s great to be back and planning for next year - what an exciting year we 
have ahead!  I’m welcomed back by some extremely talented and 
enthusiastic students that cannot wait to join in on the various 
productions that drama will be offering next year.  Ranging from the 
whole school production to A level scripted pieces - there will be 
something for everyone.  We cannot wait to welcome the new Year 7s to 
drama and to involve them in our fantastic performance opportunities.  
Be sure to listen out for production dates and times. 

Mrs Deeble - Head of Drama 

 

BIOLOGY OLYMPIAD 

Year12 biology students all took part in the intermediate Olympiad 
challenge this term.  With over 5,600 students taking part from various 
schools, we have some very impressive scores: 

James O’Connell  52 pts  Bronze 
Freya Miller   50 pts  Highly commended 
Zoe Wallace   47 pts  Commended 
Ana Glubb   47 pts  Commended 
Holly Emerson   46 pts  Commended 
Emily Freeman   46 pts  Commended 
 
Well done to everyone who took part and hopefully some of the 
students will go forward to try the international challenge in January 
next year. 

CRANBROOK PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENT VISIT 

On Wednesday 7th June we welcomed Year 
5 students from Cranbrook Primary School 
to take part in an optical microscope 
tutorial.  During the hour long session we 
looked at a range of slides including upper 
and lower surfaces of leaves, onions and 
liver cells, and even prepared a few 
ourselves.  

After a demonstration lead by Mr Benford, the students got stuck in to 
setting up and using the microscopes, only requiring a little help from the 
Biology prefects. The prefects even learnt something themselves, on how to 
use sticky tape to create a slide of the leaf surfaces. The Year 5s were really 
impressive with their knowledge around the subject already and were 
fascinated to discover the stomata on only the bottom surface of the leaf. 
We loved having them over, both the year 5’s and year 12’s really enjoyed 
the afternoon, and gained a lot from it.  

This experience has also encouraged the biology prefects to continue with 
the already strong relationship with have 
with Cranbrook Primary and to help 
initiate connections with other local 
primary schools. We really look forward 
to working with them again in the near 
future. 

Ana Glubb and Bella Armstrong (Year 12) 
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TANZANIA UPDATE 

Dr. Kagya from the Urambo District Hospital in Tanzania very kindly 
forwarded to us a few photos of 2 new delivery beds that the hospital has 
been able to purchase from the money donated by the Charity Committee.  
Dr. Kagya has asked that we pass on his sincerest thanks for making this 
purchase a possibility. 

FRENCH CLASSES FOR HAWKHURST PRIMARY 

Every Tuesday over the last half-term, 8 
different Yr10 students have set off at 
10.30am in the minibus to travel to 
Hawkhurst Primary and share some of 
their knowledge of French with a group 
of 30 very excited and enthusiastic Yr5 
pupils.  Each Y10 was assigned 4 or 5  

Yr5 pupils and the mission was to teach them some basic French 
vocabulary, ranging from how to greet people in French and introducing 
yourself to counting to 50.  

The Cranbrook students showed 
resilience and imagination to 
accomplish their task with their own 
mini class, as they invented games and 
strategies to engage the primary school 
pupils.  They made up games that 
captured the youngsters’ attention.   
For most of the lessons, we were lucky to teach outside on the picnic 
benches but sitting out of the normal classroom environment can add 
unplanned difficulties if not just extra excitement that needed to be 
contained;  the Cranbrook students coped admirably with the challenge! 

We are very proud so many of our students were wanting to help out and 
share their linguistic skills; French was a fun way to reach out into the 
community and gave our students a chance to shine as well; bravo a tous!  
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ENGINEERING 

The Cranbrook EES Year 12 team (Joe Atkins, Will Booth, Maddie Fox, 
Henry Poole, Carlin Smith and Richard Sumner) spent six months working 
with BAE Systems in Rochester to design and build a drone from scratch. 
Earlier this term, they passed their assessment day with flying colours 
and gained the EES certification along with Gold CREST awards. The 
various judges  were particularly complimentary on the quality of their 
presentation and written report. 

Two Year 11 students had success in the Arkwright engineering 
scholarships. Nicholas Ho is an Arkwright scholar while Vincent Ho has 
become an associate and will gain the full scholarship if the Arkwright 
trust can find more sponsorship and an industrial mentor.  

There will be opportunities for the new Year 11 to apply next year for 
these prestigious engineering awards.  The current Year 10 have been 
emailed details of how to apply and the necessary project work that is 
part of their application: the summer holiday is a good chance to get on 
with a worthwhile project.  

 

FESTIVAL WEEK 

Between Friday 7th July and Tuesday 11th 
July, both Year 9 and Year 10 were off 
timetable to participate in Festival Week. 
This exciting end to the academic term, 
allowed pupils to experience a broad range 
of enrichment activities that were not  

confined to the normal restrictions placed by teaching the syllabus. Festival 
Week provided an opportunity for pupils to engage in team work and 
thought provoking activities that stretched their learning experiences. 

Year 9 were assigned different ‘Faculty Areas’ to explore. For example in 
Geography, they performed a survey of Cranbrook Town and evaluated 
how similar the shops and retail were in comparison to Maidstone and 
Tunbridge Wells. Pupils thought about how Cranbrook Town looked like in 
the past and used large white boards and plasticine to construct 3D models 
of what Cranbrook Town would look like in the future.  

The Language department organised outside 
speakers and International pupils to deliver a 
carousel of tasks that enabled pupils to learn 
Italian, Chinese and Russian.  

In Food Science, pupils discovered the 
functional properties of eggs in coagulation; 
aeration and emulsification.  Whilst in  

Science, pupils were set an engineering challenge to construct a device to 
discover how eggs can withstand an impact collision with the floor.  

The Mathematical department organised logical problem solving activities 
where pupils were scored on how they 
solved the challenge and how clearly they 
presented their findings to the rest of the 
class. For example, one problem solving 
activity was calculating how many blades of 
grass there were on the school field with 
only the use of a 1m ruler.  
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The Art department showed provoking images of racism and 
environmental issues that provided a focal point for discussion. Pupils were 
provided with a variety of materials to design and make badges based on 
the emotions that these images portrayed. The History department 
delivered a drama activity where pupils imagined and enacted the 
conditions of 19th Century London when Jack the Ripper roamed the 
streets.  

Whilst the Year 9 pupils were engaged with enrichment challenges, Mr 
Rogers organised a mini enterprise week for the Year 10 pupils. During 
these sessions, pupils experienced a range of activities that prepared them 
for trading and dealing in ‘imaginary stocks and shares’. All of the 
computers in IT room 1, 2 and 3 were all connected to a software network 
that simulated real trading conditions in the banking society. Pupils learnt 
about reading a wide range of reports and articles to determine what 
limited resources to buy and sell. This resulted in fierce competition 
between groups to see who could generate the most profit. 

These academic activities were integrated with the House Athletics and 
House Swimming events that 
provided drama and of course 
points for the House Cup. Mrs 
Coleman, Mrs Burnett and Mr Pohio 
organised highly inclusive sporting  
and classic events like egg and 
spoon race, tug of war and skipping 
as well as the traditional Field and 
Track events. 
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WELCOMING OUR NEW YEAR 7  

Cranbrook School is celebrating the 
arrival of its first intake of 11 year olds 
for nearly 50 years.  Helen Grant MP 
visited the school on this momentous 
occasion and took part in lessons as the 
new Year 7s got a flavour of Biology 
teaching in their new school. 

Thirty students will start at Cranbrook 
this September following recent  

approval by the government of this Outstanding grammar school’s plans 
to expand.  We recently announced that we will move to two forms of 
entry from September 2018.   

Chair of Governors, James Peace, commented, “With Cranbrook 
celebrating 500 years of schooling in 2018, this is an excellent way to 
show that we are still moving with the times.  All schools are looking to 
change to deal with financial challenges.  In our case, we have also 
improved choice for parents by taking in Year 7s.  Seeing Cranbrook 
reaching out to a wider range of schools in this way is very welcome. ” 

Cranbrook’s catchment area contains twelve  major feed primaries and 
three preparatory schools. All are well represented in the new intake. 



 14 

EQUESTRIAN UPDATE 

In May Hannah Williams and Georgie Estall both competed in the British 
Riding National Championships One Day Event Qualifier.  Ironically they 
were put on different teams and both had very good days.  Hannah was 
very strong in the dressage and Georgie had a great cross country round 
just seconds off the optimum time.  Hannah’s team came first and 
secured a place at the Championships beating Georgie’s team into 2nd 
place by just 0.2%.  One of the closest competitions on 
record!  Individually Hannah came 5th and Georgie 6th. 

Also, during half term Hannah, 
Georgie, Katy Laver and Constance 
Andrews competed at the Schools 
National Championships at 
Hickstead.  Constance very kindly 
subbed in at the last minute for 
poor Eva Wright who’s horse 

went lame.  The team were in two classes - the 80cm show jumping and 
Arena Eventing championship.  There were competitors from all over 
Britain competing with 19 teams in the show jumping and 29 teams in the 
eventing plus many individuals – it was a long hot day!   

Team Cranbrook arrived at 8.30 am for the show jumping  and our 2nd 
class didn’t finish until early evening.  At Champs, rosettes go through to 
8th place and Cranbrook came a very respectable 5th in the show 
jumping with all of the girls jumping lovely rounds.  The Arena Evening 
was in the afternoon.  The class started at 12.30pm and didn’t finish until 
6.30pm, so a very long afternoon.  The girls all jumped very well keeping 

within the optimum times with 8 faults at the end of their four 
rounds.  The course was extremely technical; there were banks, ditches, 
offset jumps with twisty turns and a total of 16 fences which caught out 
many horses and riders from other teams but no one was seriously 
hurt.  We were one of the first teams to jump and by the end of the day, 
with just two teams to go we were in 7th place.  It was a very tense two 
rounds and we were beaten into 9th place by just a few faults– so sadly 
no rosettes but a very strong finish to the day. 

Hannah and Katy stayed the night and competed in the Jumping with 
Style competition on the following day.  This class is marked on three 
levels - technical style, jumping faults and time faults.  Both girls rode 
beautifully and Hannah was marked the highest in the technical ability 
section of the competition but frustratingly a few time faults pushed her 
down from 1st to 9th place 
and once again just out of the 
placings. 

Well done to all the girls who 
took part – everyone rode 
very well and were great 
ambassadors for the school 
with a great attitude to both 
winning and being pipped at 
the post. 

Lisa Estall 
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SUCCESS AT KENT SCHOOLS’ ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On Saturday 10th June, seven boys took part in the Kent Schools' 
Athletics Championships.  Four of the athletes successfully qualified for 
the finals and finished in the following positions: 

 Sam Ward - 4th in the 300m in a time of 39.9s 

 Beau Miles-Watson - 5th in the 800m in a PB time of 2m 13s 

 Denby Timlin - 6th in the 100m in a time of 13.1s 

 Dan Akande - 8th in the 400m 

Well done to everyone that took part and congratulations to Sam, Beau, 
Denby and Dan for their placings in the finals. 

 

BOAT CLUB MAKE HISTORY AT FIRST REGATTA 

Cranbrook School Boat Club made 
history on Saturday 10th June 
competing in their first ever 
regatta.  Three crews were entered 
into the Barnes and Mortlake Regatta 
on the Thames river in London. Entries 
consisted of a Men’s Novice double of 
Will Booth (Year 12) and Jo Boeg (Year  

12), a mixed novice double of Ben Wallace and Bella Armstrong and a 
Novice Girls Quad of Julia Svendsen, Emma Bristow, Bolusefe Akande and 
Gabby Maxell and Freya Miller as cox.  All the rowers were taking part in 
their first ever regatta. 

The mens’ novice double of 
Will and Jo won their first heat 
and were winning their semi-
final until sadly catching a 
crab and capsizing.  A rather 
unfortunate end to what 
could well have been their  
first novice win but they benefited hugely from the experience.  The 
mixed double of Bella and Ben were a little more reserved in their stroke 
rate and although setting up a good platform were beaten by a more 
aggressive and higher stroked junior crew.  The novice girls quad had a 
flying start in their race and were coming through the midway point in 
second place while also overlapping with the first placed crew.  Again the 
pressure perhaps of the racing resulted in a crab and the crew having to 
stop to reorganise themselves leaving them with too much to do to catch 
up the other boats. 

It was great to see Cranbrook School Boat Club racing and also 
experiencing all that the first regatta often throws at the rowers.  Small 
first steps for the fledging club but a good platform created for next year 
and now a taste of speed for the rowers. 

My personal thanks to Rob Miller who 
worked hard behind the scenes to 
organise much of the administration and 
also to parent Mr Richard Boeg who 
very kindly gave up his Saturday to tow 
the boats to and from the venue. 

Mr Alun Brown 
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SUCCESS AT CRANBROOK TRIATHLON 

Sunday 4th June saw the annual 
Cranbrook Triathlon run by Velocity 
events, which is well attended by 
individuals and teams alike from across 
Kent.  The event was a sprint triathlon 
consisting of a 300m pool swim, 20km 
bike section and a 5km run. 

Cicely Freeman, 12WG entered the team 
event with her parents, Emma and 
David, and came first in a time of 
1:18.52.  Well done team Freeman! 

 

 

ALL BLACK HIKA REID AND EX-WASP TOM HILLIER TO BOOST 
RUGBY COACHING 

Cranbrook School are tapping into some All Black 
magic to boost their chances on the rugby field 
next season. 

We have secured the services of former New 
Zealand forward Hika Reid (pictured right) as 
rugby coach and Tom Hillier (pictured opposite), 
a former Wasps player, parent and Old Boy 
of Cranbrook School, to work alongside the 59-

year-old former All Black. 

Mrs Coleman, Head of Sport and Head of Horsley Girls, 
explained the rationale behind the exciting move, “the 
plan is to re-ignite and drive forward the rugby at 
Cranbrook.  Government funding cuts have affected the 
staffing, particularly in terms of sporting provision, 
however the school are determined that this should not 
prevent their students’ access to a broad and competitive 
program.  Tom and Hika have already planned a full pre-
season program with training for all year groups, including our new Year 
7's and 9's.  They will both be working with all the Year groups in games 
sessions and practices each day and will support all teams in matches 
throughout the season.  The emphasis will be on the exciting New 
Zealand Super Rugby style of play and this will be followed by all 
students.  None of this could have happened, however, without the 
support of a parent with a passion for sport who has donated the funds 
to hire these two outstanding coaches.  The positive effect they will have 
will impact the school as a whole.  Staff and students alike are very 
excited at the prospect.” 

Hika will arrive in good time for the season and is looking forward to 
working with the players.  He said: “My main focus, with the help of Tom, 
is to establish a positive rugby culture at Cranbrook School.  By placing a 
strong emphasis on player development we will endeavour to help each 
player realise their potential in understanding their position-specific 
duties and roles.  We will also be introducing an array of skills for them to 
adopt, personalise and express out on the pitch.” 
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BOYS U14A TRIUMPH AT TENNIS FINALS 

The U14 boys A team qualified for the finals after winning all their league 
matches.  They won the finals dropping only 1 rubber in a sudden death 
deuce over the whole day.  They are now invited to represent Kent in the 
Regional Round in September.   

Well done to all the Year 9 boys who played in an U15 competition - 
Freddie Dear, Kit Nobbs, Luke Meynell and Rory Cooper and also to Jack 
Stewart for being a totally supportive reserve.  Sincere thanks also to Mrs 
Dear for taking the boys and supporting them throughout this fixture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS 

The interhouse 
competitions are 
always hotly 
contested but none 
more so than 
athletics.  The 
weather held out 
to make the morning a real success.  Thank you to 
everyone involved in making it such a wonderful 
occasion. 
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HOCKEY AND RUGBY PRACTICE TIMES FOR SEPTEMBER START 
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SILVER DofE EXPEDITION 

On the longest day of the year, 58 Duke of Edinburgh students set off for 
the beautiful Vale of Sussex in glorious sunshine and sweltering heat.  The 
students covered the first leg of their journey in temperatures of over 32C 
from Framfield to the campsite at Golden Cross.  They listened to our 
advice and drank plenty of water, covered themselves in factor 50 and all 
wore a hat.   

The more pleasant conditions 
on the second day meant a 
steep climb up the scarp slope 
of the South Downs and along 
the spectacular ridge to the 
campsite in the picturesque 
village of Alfriston.  All made 
very good time apart from the 
infamous group 7 who took a  

few hours longer than everyone else. 

On the final day of the expedition, the groups had to continue to walk 
along the South Downs Way and battle against the very strong southerly 
winds to Beachy Head. Once they reached their destination they had a 
very well-earned ice cream and afternoon snooze on the coach back to 
Cranbrook. 

Mr Simon Penny 
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Cranbrook School is very fortunate to have its own theatre, which also 
hosts productions open to the general public as well as for the school.  The 
professional productions are organised by 
Camilla Hastings, who relies on a team of 
willing Front of House students to help out on 
the night.  This year we say a big thank you 
and goodbye to Pip Lupton and Olivia Stevens, 
stalwart members of the team.  The FoH 
interval hand bell will never sound the same 
without Pip! 

This academic year has seen a wide selection of productions  “tread the 
boards” at the Theatre.   September brought ‘Someone Like You—The 

Adele Songbook’  to the stage.  The outstanding 
Katie Markham (as featured on Graham 
Norton’s BBC Adele Special)  gave an enthralling  
concert, recreating the magic of Adele’s three 
record-breaking albums, including all the smash 
hits.   
 

November saw “The Los Palmas 6 pay tribute to the nutty boys” - all the 
Madness chart toppers performed with a sound that is unmistakably 
Madness.  A very enthusiastic audience  danced, sang and virtually emptied 
the bar! 

The dance floor was then put down and we welcomed back the 
International principal dancers from the English Youth Ballet, for an evening 
of  dance including the Black Swan Pas de Deux from Swan Lake, through to 
Gershwin numbers as the finale. 

March brought The Pasadena Roof Orchestra to 
Cranbrook.  An amazing evening with not a spare 
seat in the house.  Duncan Galloway—the PRO’s 
band leader and singer presented a fantastic show.  
We have had many requests to bring the Orchestra 
back, so… watch this space!   

The Pantaloons made a return visit later in March 
with ‘Pride & Prejudice’  The literary classic got the 
full Pantaloons treatment, with a cleverly adapted, joyous comic makeover 
of the treasured story. 

Showstoppers, fresh from a run at the West End’s 
Apollo Theatre, performed ‘Showstopper!  An 
Improvised Musical’, having put on a workshop 
for the Year 10 Drama students.   

Later in May we were treated to an evening of 
flamenco  dancing , singing and guitar playing 
from the amazing Juan Martin Trio, on their UK 
tour. 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE AUTUMN TERM: 

Tuesday 5th September:   Training Day : School closed 

Tuesday 5th September:   Boarders to return @ 18:00 

Wednesday 6th September:  Return to school for 8.25am 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR AFTER GCSE, AS & A LEVEL  

Information regarding what occurs on results day for all exams and after 
can be found on our website.  Please click on this link to download the 
GCSE information -  http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/lower-
school/gcse-exam-info/ .  Please click on this link to download the AS & A 
level information - http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/sixth-
form/gce-exam-information/  

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Now that work experience has finished for the majority of Year 11 
students, a reminder that their completed work experience diary needs to 
be handed in to Mrs Newman, along with their 500 word essay at the start 
of the September term.  All students will be eligible for the work 
experience speech day prize and information in the diaries will be used in 
Sixth Form tutorial sessions during the new school year. 

 

 

http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/lower-school/gcse-exam-info/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/lower-school/gcse-exam-info/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/sixth-form/gce-exam-information/
http://www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/about-us/sixth-form/gce-exam-information/
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QUEEN’S HALL PRODUCTIONS FOR NEXT TERM 

Thursday 12th October @ 7.45pm:  

Opera-lele.  

George Bartle (peripatetic teacher for Brass & Singing) and his singing 

partner perform music from opera and 

musical theatre, accompanied by the 

emotionally powerful yet understated 

twang of the ukulele.  For a taste of what’s 

to come, visit  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Cb6UVV341fw.     

Tickets: £15 adults/£10 students 

 

Thursday 2nd November @ 7.45pm:  

Actors of Dionysus perform Antigone 

Following workshops for both Classics and Drama 

Departments, Actors of Dionysus make a return visit 

to the Queen’s Hall to perform  one of the most 

passionate and timeless of ancient Greek tragedies: 

Antigone.  Tickets: £15 Adults/£10 Students 
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Monday 4th December @ 2.15pm: A Christmas Carol 

Quantum Theatre bring their adaptation of this Dickens classic to the 

school as part of their new tour.  This production, adapted by Michael 

Whitmore, is taken straight from the original text, so perfectly supports 

classroom study of the book.  Year 9’s are all invited to attend, together 

with any Drama students.  Tickets will be available to students (voluntary 

contribution of £5) and to parents @ £5 per ticket. 

Thursday 1st March 2018 @ 7.45pm: The Quo Experience 

The Quo Experience is the 

perfect tribute to the legendary duo, 

featuring an impressively 

experienced line-up including Shaun 

Michaels and Dave Crawte who have 

spent years studying every detail of 

Rossi and Parfitt's looks, playing 

styles and stage performances .  

Tickets: £18 adults/£10 students. 

 

MORE PRODUCTIONS WILL BE ADVERTISED SOON.   

 

To join the Queen’s Hall Theatre Mailing List, please email Camilla Hastings 

(hastingsc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk) with your name, address and contact 

number. 
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Wishing you all 
a wonderful & 

fun-filled 
summer  

break 

See you in September 


