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Dear parents and guardians, 

 

Can it really be three and a half months since we started 

back in September? So much seems to have happened 

since then it is hard to take it all in.  The most significant 

development is the renewed optimism and enthusiasm 

throughout the school - students, staff and parents alike 

- after the severe financial challenges of 2015-16. The 

mood everywhere is good – as illustrated especially by 

Inter-House Hockey, Inter-House Rugby, National 

Rowing successes and our recent, superb Carol Service.  

 

We have also shown with the success of our campaign to raise £750,000 to build 

a new Sixth Form Centre that we can get things done as a community.  This helps 

enormously, not only with morale, but also with future bids to the government 

and future campaigns.  The Department for Education will first and foremost help 

those who help themselves.  We are showing with our Campaign and the project 

to expand to Year 7 entry that we are increasingly self-reliant.  

 

Equally important, success with some of our cornerstone strategies will help us 

equip ourselves with the sort of facilities we have in mind with our Masterplan for 

the development of the school in the near future.  I am thinking especially about 

the Horsley Block and our Sport facilities.  

 

In the short term, I look forward to talking to as many parents as possible about 

Annual Fundraising and how we propose to go about relaunching this.  Parent 

Forums by Year Group are being scheduled for January and February 2017 at 

which our fundraising objectives will be revealed.  Do look out for an invitation.   

 

Judging by this week’s announcements by the government about the imminent 

new National Funding Formula (NFF), times will not be getting any easier at all. 

We are therefore going to be all the more dependent on you, our parents, to 

support us in maintaining our excellent, renowned co-curricular programme. 

Annual Fundraising will continue to be the key here.  

I am pleased to announce that we are planning a major sports tour for 2019. In 
the interim the school is hoping to offer smaller, more local tours for a variety of 
sports teams.  
 

With very best wishes for Christmas and thank you all for your continued support.  

 

 

John Weeds 
Headmaster 
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NEWS FROM THE FRENCH DEPARTMENT: 

The Y9s were treated to an environmental play called “Nous Pouvons Tous 

Aider”, where students went on an eventful sponsored bike ride across the 

north of France.  It was a delightful opportunity to experience French on stage, 

and take stock of how much we already know in the language.  The actors were 

very skilled in their costume changes, and it all ended up as a celebratory dance, 

which the students always enjoy taking part in! 

 

Year 9 Bayeux Exchange 

At the end of a very busy term 20 

Y9 students and their families 

welcomed 23 exchange students 

from Bayeux for 6 days. The stay 

was action packed, even starting 

with a visit to Bodiam castle 

before reaching Cranbrook school! 

At school, the French students 

followed their partners in lessons 

and were also instructed in French 

about Astronomy.  The Cranbrook 

experience also included school meals, dodge ball and basketball, house time and 

a visit to Blubery to learn about boarding life.   The week-end was spent “en 

famille”, and many students loved the activities the Cranbrook families offered. 

They felt really treated! On Sunday, we had a fun time bowling in Tunbridge Wells, 

followed by a Frankie and Bennie meal; an anglo-italian food experience! 

From a touristic point of view, the Bayeux students saw Rye from the clock tower, 

Cranbrook from the windmill, discovered Christmas British goodies in 

supermarkets (mince pies and crackers!) and went to London on a guided tour. 

They ended their stay with the full English breakfast in the George hotel! 

The students and their teachers were so impressed by our school; the grounds, 

the facilities, the school system. They were in no hurry to return back to France!I 

would like to thank whole-heartedly the 20 families who provided such a warm 

welcome to their partners. Exchanges a very much joint ventures, and I am 

delighted to have worked with such a dedicated set of students and parents!  We 

can look forward to our return visit in the summer term, and in the meantime, 

keep communicating “en Français” with Bayeux! 

Bonnes fêtes de Noël à tous! 

Mme Lavigne-Kidney  
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SPANISH A-LEVEL STUDENTS ENJOY LA CASA DE BERNADA ALBA 

On Wednesday 12th October, Year 12 and 13 Spanish A level students went to see 

Lorca’s play ‘La Casa de Bernada Alba’. The production was very small, taking place in 

the Baron’s Court Theatre. The entire play was in Spanish, so it really tested both our 

listening and comprehension skills, and gave us a real insight into the world of Spanish 

literature. 

 

The play focuses on a 

domineering matriarchal figure, 

Bernada, who imposes an 

eight-year period of mourning 

on her five daughters after her 

husband dies.  Bernada’s eldest 

daughter Angustias was 

bequeathed a large sum of 

money by her father, her 

wealth attracting a young and attractive suitor, Pepe ‘el Romano’.  Youngest 

daughter Adela, who is jealous of Angustias, tries to put on a green dress to defy 

her mother’s period of mourning and get Pepe’s attention.  After Bernada 

catches Angustias wearing make-up and violently scrubbing it off her face, it is 

revealed that Adela and Pepe have been having a secret affair- all the while, 

Martirio is in love with Pepe as well. In a rage, Bernada pursues Pepe with a gun 

and a gunshot is heard offstage - it is presumed that Pepe has been killed.  

Tragically, the play ends with Adela hanging herself, not having known that Pepe 

is actually alive. Bernada demands that nobody cry, to preserve the family’s 

dignity. 

 
Olivia Dean 12WG 

 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP - ISLE OF PURBECK 

Just before the half-term holiday, Year 12 geography students visited the Isle of 

Purbeck in Dorset from the 7th to the 9th October. The new A level course meant 

that the students had to do a detailed investigation of the sand dunes at 

Studland to see how the dunes gradually change from the coastline to further 

inland. Fortunately the weather was too cold and damp to bump into any 

naturists on one of Britain’s largest nudist beaches! Further studies were made 

at Swanage, Corfe Castle, Lulworth Cove, Durdle Door and Handfast Point and 

the students worked hard in the evenings writing up their notes. 

The students should now be more inspired to commence their own independent 

investigations which they will be working on during the academic year. Thanks to 

Mr Swinburne, Mr Knight and Miss Parey for all their support and minibus driving 

and for making the trip such a success. 

Mr Penny 
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CLASSICS TRIP TO ITALY 

On 19th October at 4.30am, 46 Cranbrook students and 7 members of staff set 

out for Italy.  Upon arrival, the first stop was the Emperor Hadrian’s spectacular 

villa at Tivoli, where we admired the remains of the palace and, of course, the 

terrapins.  It was amazing to think that this was the place to where Hadrian would 

escape the city to mull over his political decisions.  At last we reached Rome.  In 

the morning, we set out for the Colosseum where Miss Kingsley-Jones explained 

to us what would be staged here, including gladiatorial fighting and naval battles.   

We also saw the Circus Maximus, the site in the city centre where the chariot 

racing was held.  After a visit to the Palatine Hill home to the emperors, we 

reached the Roman Forum which was particularly exciting as that is where all the 

famous Romans once walked and worked. There were several temples, one of 

which was dedicated to Julius Caesar, the Senate House and the Rostra, where 

people would have come to get involved in everyday politics.  

Once we had absorbed the ruins of Rome, we headed south for Piano di 

Sorrento, stopping off underground at the Catacombs outside Rome on the way. 

It was shocking to see that some people had an entire room with inscriptions on 

the walls dedicated to them, whilst others were simply laid to rest on what 

looked like a small shelf.  The next day was spent in rainy Pompeii. On the way, 

Mrs Fairey read us Pliny the Elder’s account of the eruption of Vesuvius which 

vividly put the disaster into context for many of us.  There was a real sense of a 

town at Pompeii thanks to the remaining cart tracks and street art.  We spent the 

day looking around the many houses, the baths, theatre, Villa of Mysteries and 

even the brothel.  The plaster casts of victims were thought provoking.   

 

On the fourth day we visited Mount Vesuvius and Herculaneum.  Blessed with the 

sunshine, we climbed Vesuvius in the early morning and the view from the top 

was fantastic!  We then headed for Herculaneum.  This was especially moving 

because the town was so well preserved as the lava flow had preserved the 

upper storeys of the buildings.  There were many wall paintings, mosaics, even 

whole rooms left just as they were!  Because Herculaneum was adjacent to the 

sea, there are skeletons of those who died trying to flee by boat, which was really 

emotional to see.  We visited Villa Oplontis where Nero’s wife lived; it had many 

amazingly well preserved and beautiful frescoes.  

On our last night we were treated to 

ice cream by the bay.  Later, Mrs Fairey 

read us a poem that she had written on 

the numerous coach journeys and 

presented fun awards. Before travelling 

home on Sunday, after an early rise 

and a long walk around the hungover 

Naples, we visited the Naples 

Archaeological Museum which was 

brilliant because there were artefacts from Pompeii along with many other 

statues and artwork of interest.  

A huge thank you to Mrs Fairey especially for organising everything, along with 

Mr Ferguson, Miss Kingsley-Jones, Mr Warren, Mr Maimi, Mr Fairey and Miss 

Leeds - a wonderful and enriching trip!  

Zoe Parrish, Year 13  
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CHRISTMAS COMES TO CHEMISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 13 students 

produced their own 

version of the traditional 

Christmas tree set up in 

C2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Coulson also entertained 

the students with a rendition 

of a poem written by an ex-

student…. 
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SPORTS BLOCK VESTIBULE RENOVATION 

In a continued effort to elevate the school facilities, the summer months saw 
the entrance vestibule of the sports block uplifted to a modern standard 
befitting a school of our standing.  Extensive redecoration / flooring upgrade 
and office remodelling took place allowing the school to have a welcoming 
modern feel in the approach to their main sporting environment.  

 

 

Many thanks to Kevin Coleman 
for his generous direction and 
contribution to this project and 
also to the Estates team for 
their hard work and 
commitment in ensuring all 
was ready for the start of term.  

 

 

 

 

 

TOURNAMENT SUCCESS FOR U14s GIRLS’ HOCKEY TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Monday 10th October the U14's competed at the County Tournament this 
week.  Winning their group matches they qualified for the quarter finals which 
they won 1-0.  In the semi-final they beat Sevenoaks on penalty flicks 4-2 and 
met local rivals SVS in the final which they won 1-0. 

As County Champions they went forward to represent Kent in the Regional 
Finals in November. 
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CRANBROOK SCHOOL VENTURES INTO ROWING 

Cranbrook School has established a rowing club for senior students.  Training 
takes place at Bewl Water on a Wednesday afternoon under the watchful eye of 
Bewl Bridge rowing club to whom we are very grateful.   

The club is still in its infancy but it's 
a very impressive step forward in 
being able to offer another sport 
for our students.  As a state funded 
school we are probably in the 
minority of schools who are able to 
offer this co-curricular activity.  

 

 

ROWING TEAMS TRIUMPH AT INDOOR ROWING CHAMPS 

Cranbrook rowers participated in their first national ‘racing’ event at the British 
Indoor Rowing Championships held in the London Olympic Velodrome at the Lee 
Valley on 10th December.   

Two teams were entered into the championships as a junior girls’ relay team and 
a junior mixed relay team. For both teams it was their first competitive venture 
into the sport having all learned to row at the start of the year. The teams had 
spent a couple of weeks getting used to managing the relay discipline and trying 
their hardest to improve their scores and fitness for the event. On the day the 
junior girls’ team all produced their personal best coming in 20th place overall 
while the junior mixed relay team took 1st place and were crowned Indoor 
Rowing Champions for the event with a gold medal.  

Many congratulations to both teams who were inspired by the high level of 
competition and numbers of rowers taking part. They also met members of the 
GB rowing team who even gave the mixed relay team shouts of encouragement.  

The next challenge for Cranbrook Rowing is for the crews to enter their first boat 
race next year. With more joining the club it could be an interesting time for this 
new school sport. Watch this space!  

Mr Alun Brown 
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HORSLEY GIRLS TRIUMPH AT INTER-HOUSE HOCKEY 

Huge congratulations to Horsley Girls for a fantastic win over Webster Girls in 
the Inter-house Hockey competition.   

 
It was a closely fought 
contest with the match 
finishing on a 0-0 scoreline 
and going into a penalty 
shoot-out.  Sudden death 
penalties was a thrilling affair 
with Horsley Girls being 
crowned winners, much to 
the excitement of the crowd!  

 

 

Photos courtesy of James Saligari Photography 

 

EQUESTRIAN NEWS 

The dressage riders been very busy this term.   Bodiam hosted a dressage 
competition supporting Barnardo’s in which girls participated at different levels 
and came away with stack of rosettes.  Well done to Hannah Williams, Katy 
Laver, Georgie Estall, Constance Andrews, Polly Hutton and Lucy Cunningham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah (pictured) and Georgie were selected to compete for in the British 
Riding Club Area Dressage competition held at the end of November.  The 
standard of dressage was extremely high and Hannah did fantastically to come 
3rd individually.  The girls also secured very respectable team 2nd and 6th 

placings. 
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SPORTS FIXTURES 
 
Since the return to school in September we have ventured into the modern 

world of technology and all of the sports fixtures are located on the sports 

fixtures page of the website and are updated live.  Team lists for all fixtures are 

also accessible on this site and are live until the start of the fixture.  This has 

worked really well and has been a great success.  Therefore we will no longer 

be providing a printed version of the fixtures list.  Please check and if your son/

daughter plays Hockey/Netball for the A/B teams  they should be available for 

all fixtures and training sessions.   The link to the fixtures website is : 

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/calendar/sports-fixtures/ - click on the “visit our 

sports calendar” link and it will direct you straight to the SOCS website. 

 

Sports Clubs for the Spring term are attached to this newsletter and clubs start 

the first day back with U14 trials in Hockey and Netball. 

 

Cricket nets with Mr Hulbert start on Tuesday 10th January and all potential 

cricket players should attend.  Tuesdays 6-7pm for Years 9/10 and 7-8pm for 

Years 11/12/13.   

 

THANK YOU - The PE Dept would like to thank all the volunteers from the CSPA 

who have offered their help in support of sport at the school this term – 

whether it be offering refreshments for the Rugby and Inter-House 

Competitions, meeting teams or organising photography.  Also to parents for 

all their support but especially Tom Hillier who has offered  expert Rugby 

coaching for the 2nd’s and U16’s and has been a fantastic addition to the 

coaching staff. We hope that he will be even more involved next season.  
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DofE is 60 years old this year and continues to be a very popular co-curricular 

programme.  126 students have signed up for their bronze award this term 

taking the numbers up to 400 in the School. 

Cranbrook DofE continues to go from strength to strength with high levels of 

Gold completions to date and we look forward to seeing them receive their 

awards at the Palace.  This has been a very busy term so far; 

 

Year 9 Bronze 

Have signed up and the majority have worked out their sections and have had 

their plans approved.  They are attending weekly sessions and Gold award 

volunteers are going through basic navigation with them.  Currently they are 

getting themselves into teams for the expedition season which starts in March.  

Dates and kit list have been sent out and students should let us know any dates 

they cannot attend so we can do all we can to help. 

 

Year 10 Bronze 

Final assessor reports are getting chased up and we look forward to the 

Headmaster and a representative from DofE to hand out the certificates.  The 

evening will be hosted by the Gold volunteers.  We are looking for students who 

are willing to perform on the night or speak about their sections, please see 

Major Money if you are interested.  Parents, guardians and grandparents are of 

course very welcome. 

 

Year 11 Silver  

Have had a very successful practice expedition where they enjoyed fine weather 

in the Ashdown Forest in September.  All students were passed off as ready to go 

on their assessed expedition on the 23rd June to the South Downs.  Some 

participants may wish to have some extra 

navigation training and this can be organised with 

Major Money.  There is a team who were unable to 

make the practice and an extra practice has been 

put on in Meopham on the May Day weekend.  

Students should now be looking at getting evidence 

and assessor reports on before Easter so they can 

then concentrate on doing well in their exams. 

 

Year 12 Silver and Gold 

The last reports should be getting put on over the holidays.  Successful students 

will be presented their certificates and badges at the prize giving on the 28th 

February.  Can parents and guardians let us know if they would like to come 

along and watch.  Any student that would like to perform or speak please see 

Major Money.   

Direct entry Gold participants have to do an extra 6 months and should be 

registered by now.  Please see us if you want to take part in the gold award but 

have not yet. 

 

Year 13 Gold 

Participants are starting to come to the end of some of their sections and should 

be adding evidence and asking assessors for reports.  Two teams travelled to 

Dartmoor for the practice expedition and a report from Amber is over the page.  

Other teams are looking to book their own expeditions and we hope they have a 

great time and can join the main expedition to the Lake District on the 29th June. 
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GOLD DofE PRACTICE EXPEDITION 

On the 20th October, 14 students from year 13 ventured down to Dartmoor for 

our Gold DofE Practice Expedition.  We left school at 0900 on the Thursday and 

arrived at Okehampton at around 1630.  After eating our evening meal,  we 

made our way over to a classroom and we made sure we had all necessary kit, 

i.e. team emergency phone, glow sticks, emergency shelter, maps and 

compasses as well as making sure we had enough tent pegs etc. 

After a night in a billet and some decent food at camp, we set off on the first of 

our first day of our Gold DofE Practice Expedition.  Our team set off with a couple 

of instructors, Kat and Emma, who aided us in getting back into the swing of 

navigation, especially in locations like 

Dartmoor where there aren’t 

necessarily designated footpaths to 

follow.  In pairs, we were chosen to do 

some bits of micro-navigation, around 

the reservoir and Shelstone Tor.  This 

included taking bearings, looking at 

catching features to see where we 

were on the map as well as making our 

way around bogs.  One group got us 

up to Shelstone Tor for lunch and then handed over to the final groups to get us 

to Kitty Tor.  From here, it was an easy 6km to get into our campsite for the 

evening and we also managed to complete the rest of our route planning for the 

remaining days of the expedition. 

On the second day, we were alone as a team and our route took us the same 

way we had come the day before all the way up to Kitty Tor.  The wind had 

started to pick up so we went straight down to Sandy Ford where we all had 

lunch on a little flat grassy area at the ford between Kitty and Dinger Tor.  At 

Dinger Tor we had a short break and decided to go along the path towards our 

wild campsite rather than across boggy ground.  This last stretch took about an 

hour and the wind picking up made us want to get to camp, set up our tents and 

get something warm to eat.  When we finally reached camp, we went to find a 

running stream so we could get clean water to cook our dinner in.  The night 

came early and the members of our team were all in our tents by 1900 as the 

weather was getting particularly bad. 

The third morning dawned with 

harsh winds hitting all sides of our 

tent. The fogginess of the morning 

made it seem earlier than it actually 

was.  Instructors came to us so that 

we could do some more micro-

navigation in harsher conditions to 

see how we could cope with 

restricted visibility. The weather 

carried on for most of the day and 

was extremely useful.  We first walked up to Oke Tor and then along paths 

towards Yes Tor and High Willhays.  Our team decided to leave our bags in 

between the two peaks and run to High Willhays, get a couple of photos and 

then have lunch at Yes Tor.  The last leg was straight down the Tor towards the 

river where the other team was already setting up camp.  The last night was 

earlier than the previous and we were in our sleeping bags by 1830.       

 

(continued over) 
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The final morning came around quickly.  We all got straight up, helped each 

other put tents down and made our way straight back to Okehampton Camp. 

We walked faster than we had done any other day with the hopes of finally 

being slightly cleaner than we had been during the expedition.  This expedition 

brought our team closer together and we all built on our navigation skills learnt 

previously.  

We will take all of this knowledge into the Lake District where we will be doing 

our qualifying expedition in the summer.  Gold DofE is something I’m extremely 

proud to be a part of and I encourage everyone to give it a go.  

 
Amber Manford-Keen, 13HG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DofE GOLD SUCCESS 

Three students from Webster Girls, who left Year 13 in July,  have just completed 

their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.  Libby Weighell, Frances Irving and 

Emma Sumner started out in Year 9 with Bronze and have worked their way 

through the various disciplines to achieve gold.  Major Money, who is in charge 

of the DofE  scheme at Cranbrook says, “This is 100% strike rate for Webster 

Girls and the largest number of completions from one house for the year group. 

The Gold award is not easy. Out of all who started, to date only 8 have 

completed”. 

Mrs Newman, head of Webster Girls says, “This is a great achievement for the 

girls and shows huge determination.  Libby, Frances and Emma truly epitomise 

the Webster Girls house motto of ‘Be All You Can”.  
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The CCF is a very busy part of Co-Curricular activities at Cranbrook School and this 
term has been especially so.  The year 9 students are all signed up, issued with their 
uniform and very smart they are looking too. 

Straight away the new seniors took charge and hit the 
ground running preparing the first field day to Mereworth 
woods.  Here they took part in a blank firing exercise and 
took time to prepare their lessons for when they would 
return with the year 9’s for their taster day.  This saw 
around 80 new recruits take part in a number of stands 
led by the senior 6th formers.  Stands included a sniper 
stalk, survival, where Cadets learned how to build shelters 
and light fires, a first aid stand where they were shown 

how to make improvised stretchers.  In the evening the new recruits had to 
navigate around the woods to check points where they collected items to aid them 
making a hot drink, all was not as it seemed as they walked into traps and 
ambushes prepared by the NCO’s.  Great fun was had by all. 

Once the year 9’s had decided CCF was for them they were issued their uniform and 
preparations for Remembrance day started with lots of drill.  Part of these 
preparations is the Wright Cup.  Year 12 students are take charge of sections of year 
9’s and compete for the Wright cup which was 
given to the School in 1904.  Sections are tested on 
teamwork over the assault course, marksmanship 
skills in the indoor range, first aid, drill and bearing. 
Congratulations to Freddie Deane to led his section 
to victory this year. 

For many the annual Remembrance parade is a 
highlight of the year. Around 100 Cadets who have 
spent a lot of time preparing their uniforms attend 
the Church service before they form up on the High 

Street and march to the memorial.  We received many comments from the public 
commenting how smart the Cadets looked.  All should be very proud of themselves. 

This year has seen the start of the Wednesday afternoon CARE programme which 
CCF is an option.  Students take part in shooting first aid and field craft and we are 
starting to see some really good results and some Cadets have received shooting 
badges. 

Year 10 Cadets are looking to finish the APC syllabus which will put them on the 
road to promotion and they will get a taste of leadership.  Year 11’s are currently 
taking part in their Method of Instruction Cadre where a member of the regular 
Army teaches them instructional techniques.  The Cadets are currently putting 
these skills to the test and we are seeing some really good lessons.  

The RAF section have been away to RAF Wittering to take part in Air Experience 
Flights which see Cadets taking control of the tutor planes and experience some 
acrobatics.  All the Cadets and Mr Holden had a fantastic day out which made the 
early start worth it.  Huge thanks to the parents that have to get up to take the 
Cadets to School. 

Charity forms a big part of life in CCF and we are supporting Walking With The 
Wounded this year.  Cadets took part in the Walking Home for Christmas event to 
highlight servicemen that are homeless at Christmas. 

The Corps of Drums have had some good performances and since Mr Harrod has 
volunteered they are sounding very good indeed.   

As the School breaks up for Christmas 3 senior Cadets are preparing to go to Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst  to help with the passing out parade with the Duchess 
of Cornwall. A great honour. 

We look forward to a packed 2017 with Adventure Training to the Lake district, field 
days and camps. 



 15 

ANNUAL CHARITY WALK 

The charity walk at the start of the new academic year is always a well supported 

event in the Cranbrook School calendar and this year was no exception.  It proved 

to be an all round winner.  Not only did the weather hold out and provide a 

fabulously sunny day, the students managed to raise a record amount of funds 

for the charities that we are 

supporting this year - £15,140.51. 

Each year the students vote on which 

charities, both local and national, that 

they wish to support in their 

fundraising and this year they 

chose:  Walking with the Wounded, 

Amnesty International, Kent Kindness 

Refugee Programme, Hospice in the 

Weald, Teenage Cancer Trust, Kent Air Ambulance, Water Aid, Young Minds and 

Great Ormond Street Hospital.  The charity committee is made up of year 13 

students, Will Cammegh, Grace Rawlings and Amber Manford-Keen who is also 

the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) charity rep.  These students meet regularly to 

discuss ways to raise money and profiles of the chosen charities. 

Webster Boys came out on top with the total amount raised per House with 

School Lodge taking the top House average and top tutor group slots. 

£3,000 CHEQUE PRESENTATION TO WALKING WITH THE WOUNDED 

Walking With The Wounded (WWTW) was voted for by the students as one of 

the main charities and is also supported by the CCF.  WWTW is a charity that 

supports ex-servicemen who need support after falling on hard times, mental 

illness or getting life changing injuries.  The patron is HRH Prince Harry.  Assistant 

Head Mr Ferguson said “Cranbrook School has a long established history with 

service charities because of our CCF and boarding community.  This charity 

particularly struck a note with all the students.” 

It was arranged that Duncan 

Slater would come to School 

and do a presentation to the 

students.  He gave an 

excellent talk on where the 

money raised goes towards 

and his experiences with the 

charity.  Duncan is an ex RAF 

Regiment Soldier who lost 

both his legs to an IED attack 

during his tour of 

Afghanistan in 2009.  Doctors said he would never walk again, however due to 

his determination he can now get around after a double amputation.  Since then 

he has completed the London Marathon and was a member of the successful 

team to race to the South Pole with Prince Harry. 

Amber hosted Duncan for the day as he entertained the students with his 

stories.  He said the money raised would make a massive difference to soldiers’ 

lives and was fitting that students had raised so much on the charity walk. 

Mr Swinburne who organises the charity walk said "it is important that students 

see where their money has gone and we look forward to raising more money for 

charities at various events throughout the year". 



 16 

WALKING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 

Cranbrook CCF is supporting the Walking 
with the Wounded charity.  The charity 
wanted groups or individuals to complete 
a walk in December to raise money and 
highlight the problem of ex-Serviceman 
sleeping rough on the streets this 
Christmas. 

Amber Manford-Keen (13 HG) contacted the charity, registered and organised 
our walk.  On 10th December 8 members of the Combined Cadet Force decked 
out in high viz vests and Christmas hats set off in high spirits glad to have 
dodged the rain storm.  The route took us to big side.  With the House rugby 
under way the Cadets were tied together and completed this section 3 legged to 
add to the challenge.  We received some strange looks but collected donations 
from generous parents and the Headmaster. 

The team navigated their way to Sissinghurst castle, Hemsted forest, Benenden 
and back to School.  At School we met up with parents and took part in a clay 

pigeon shoot to raise some more 
money.  Ben West won the Cadet 
shoot and Major Money won the 
adult shoot (he would have got some 
stick if he hadn’t!). 

Thanks to Amber Manford-Keen, Pip 
Lupton, Ed Morris, Tom Dashfield, 
Johnny Martin, Thomas Clark, 
Freddie Deane and Ben West for 
giving up their Saturday to help this 
amazing cause. 

 

£3,000 CHEQUE PRESENTATION TO TEENAGE CANCER TRUST 

Hannah Maxwell, a representative from the Teenage Cancer Trust, came in to 
speak to the Lower School and sixth-formers about the charity.  She spoke 
about all the fantastic work they do with children and young people diagnosed 
with cancer, and also about signs to look out for, as often symptoms are often 
missed. More information about the charity is available from their website : 
www.teenagecancertrust.org  

The charity is one of our chosen charities for this year and we are donating 
£3,000 from the charity walk and other events. 

http://www.teenagecancertrust.org
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GUIDE DOGS PAY A VISIT TO CRANBROOK 

In November all of year 9 were visited by some adorable guide dogs puppies!  

We heard from volunteer puppy walker Don, whose boisterous seven month 

old yellow lab showed off the training he is having. 

We also met Sally and her dog 

Yoko (pictured), who star in the 

upcoming new TV advert for 

guide dogs.  Sally explained how a 

brain tumor left her with severe 

visual impairment, and how Yoko 

helps her live a normal life. 

Cranbrook School is proud to be 

making a donation to guide dogs 

by sponsoring a puppy class.  You 

can also donate, or sponsor your 

own puppy, by going to the Guide 

Dogs website and clicking on the 

Sponsor a puppy link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTION FOR UNICEF 

Thank you to everyone that gave to the collection following the Carol Concert 

on Wednesday night.  We managed to raise £431.32. 

 

NEW SIXTH FORM CENTRE CAMPAIGN 

A big thank you to all those who have made their gift towards the Sixth Form 

Centre campaign to bring us to the end of Term total of £657,825.  

We urge you to download a form and make your gift over this Christmas period.  

The gift form can be located by visiting the Campaign page on the website - 

www.cranbrookschool.co.uk/parents/supporting-cranbrook/campaign/ 

The Campaign will close on January 16th.  A letter and a gift form will be sent at 

the beginning of the Spring Term and we will be available to meet up if you would 

like more information.  

We are almost there.  Help make this happen! 

 

Catherine Pearse 

Campaign Chair 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE SPRING TERM: 

Tuesday 3rd January:   Training Day : School closed 

Tuesday 3rd January:   Boarders to return @ 18:00 

Wednesday 4th January:  Return to school for 8.25am 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL START ON TIMETABLE WEEK B ON 
THE RETURN TO SCHOOL 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 Thursday 12th January:   Yr11 Parents Evening 
 Tuesday 7th February:    Yr13 Parents Evening 
 Friday 10th February:    Half term 
 Monday 20th February:   Return to School 

 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

Stephen Daldry’s multi award-
winning production of JB Priestley’s 
classic thriller “An Inspector Calls” 
returns to the West End for a strictly 
limited season at the Playhouse 
Theatre.    

For students in Year 11 who are studying this, it is a perfect opportunity for 
you to see it acted out on stage. 

Tickets are on sale now for shows during the festive season and up to the 
end of March 2017 from £17.10. 

FOR YEAR 11 PARENTS - WORK EXPERIENCE 

Many thanks to the parents and students who have already organised their 

Work Experience placements and sent through the information to me – 

there are some excellent placements booked so far! 

Please can parents of those students who have not yet confirmed 

placements work with  them to try and get something organised by 

January.  As a reminder, the work experience dates are 26th June to 7th July 

and placements should be arranged for any or all of these dates. Most 

schools use these dates for work experience as Year 11s have finished their 

public exams by then so competition for placements can be tough with 

students seeking the same sort of work, therefore the earlier you can 

confirm a placement the better.  Also, the school is responsible for the 

health and safety aspect of placements and your help in confirming your 

son/daughter’s work experience as early as possible is appreciated. 

Previous information sent to you about work experience and presented to 

your son/daughter is attached to this newsletter for reference.  

 

Many thanks 

Christine Newman  
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The Queen’s Hall theatre has an exciting programme of professional productions coming up in the Spring Term 2017.   
Tickets can now be booked for the following shows: 

 
 
 

Coming up in the Summer Term: 
 
Thursday 4th May @ 7.45pm 
Showstopper! The Improvised Musical, 
currently performing in the West End and 
returning to Cranbrook for another superb 
performance. 
 
Thursday 25th May @ 7.45pm 
Flamenco Fever : Juan Martin & his group 
make a return visit to the Queen’s Hall. 
 
 
To book tickets either book online via the 
website :  queenshalltheatre.co.uk 
 
Or call the box office - 01580 711856 
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The Cranbrook Operatic and Dramatic Society are doing something different this 
year to their usual charity panto.  In case people are at a bit of a loose end 
between Christmas and New Year CODS are staging three ‘Singalong’ evenings.  
Do come along and sing along to the films on the big screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 9 SLOVENIA TRIP FUNDRAISER 

Will you be having a clear out after the Christmas period? 

Flora Roberts (9AG) and Holly Humphrey (9WG) will be collecting good quality 
clothes, bags, belts and shoes, as part of the Bag2school scheme to raise money 
for their Year 9 Slovenia trip.  

Bags will be available from the library and Barham; or use your own! Please 
return bags to the balcony in the old gym, from Monday 9th January for 
collection on Friday 13th January.  

 

NEWS FROM ALLAN HOUSE 

After the success of the joint Allan Boys and Girls Christmas assembly on Monday 
and the brilliant nativity from the boys' year 13 tutor group, the boys and girls 
met again on Thursday to enjoy a relaxing evening.  The students brought along 
cakes and biscuits to be enjoyed alongside delicious hot chocolate courtesy of 
Graeme our head chef.  The students then settled down to watch the movie Elf in 
the lecture theatre.  Such a lovely way to end the term for our hard working 
students and fantastic 
to get the two houses 
together. 
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Wishing you all 

a very Merry 

Christmas and 

the very best for 

2017 


