
 
Development Office – Frequently asked questions 

 
Do I qualify to use Gift Aid? 
Providing you pay as much tax (income and/or capital gains) as Cranbrook will be entitled to reclaim 
on your donations in the same financial year, you are entitled to use Gift Aid. For example, if you wish 
to Gift Aid your charitable donations that total £100 in one year, you will need to have paid at least 
£25 to the taxman in respect of that tax year  

 
What if I am a higher rate tax payer? 
If you are a higher rate tax payer you are eligible to reclaim additional tax relief through your annual 
tax return. For every £1 you donate you could claim tax relief of 23 pence (at 2010/11 tax rates). This 
would mean:  
A gift of £780 from you would be worth £1,000. In addition you would be able to reclaim tax relief of 
£180. Hence a gift worth £1,000 would cost you only £600  
 

How do I reclaim tax through my annual (self assessment) tax return? 
Details of all charitable donations made in the relevant tax year should be included in your annual tax 
return. 
 
It is now also possible to reclaim tax relief due on donations made in the current tax year (which starts 
on 6 April) if you have yet to complete this year's tax return. 

 
Why do we need to raise funds for capital investment in the school’s infrastructure 
and how are the projects prioritised? 
The need for capital funding to maintain and develop the school’s infrastructure goes well beyond the 
funding we receive from KCC and as a high achieving school Cranbrook School is not eligible for 
additional sums awarded by central Government. 
Since the new government took office there have been some significant changes to specialism 
funding. From next year this will cease, which for Cranbrook could mean a funding reduction of 
around £200,000. KCC have also made changes to their funding formula potentially resulting in a loss 
of up to £100,000. We are still waiting for confirmation on other changes. It is clear there will be 
difficult times ahead. 

 
As a state school, Cranbrook rarely benefits from injections of cash for capital development. The 
government provides funding for tuition and some capital but this falls far short in providing the 
facilities and opportunities we believe our students deserve.  

 
 
How much should I give? How long will it take to raise the funds? 
Based on our experience of giving patterns in the school, we propose a regular giving programme of 
£30 per month over say 5 years. This level of giving equates to just under £7 per week (A bottle of 
wine!) A lump sum annual gift of £75 equates to £1.40 per week. All gifts are confidential and are 
gratefully received, whatever their size. 

 


