
                       
  

 

 

17th April, 2017. 

 

Dear Rammell Parent, 

 

Welcome back to the final term of the school year. I hope that you have had a lovely Easter and enjoyed some rest 

in between all the busy activities that families always get up to over the holiday period. 

 

As I will state to the boys tomorrow we have now arrived at the sharp end of the academic year with almost all the 

Rammell boys having the daunting task of facing public examinations; some to move forward with their GCSE 

courses, others to establish their first set of public qualifications before their next step in education and our sixth 

form to cement their hopes and aspirations for life beyond Cranbrook School. All in all a rather challenging term! 

 

As ever I can reassure you that we are here to help the boys get through this challenging and stressful period. 

They equally have a responsibility to focus on what is now important to them; planning, preparing and revising 

what is necessary to achieve their very best. I have told them that prep time and revision time is now sacrosanct 

and their revision timetables and work need to be in place and working full steam ahead. Do talk with your boys 

about what they are planning and how they feel revision is going. Ask to see their planners, their revision 

timetables and any work they are completing for revision in class. Raise concerns with them and their teachers as 

soon as possible. It is very common for boys to present a front that they are working as hard as they possibly can 

but in all honesty this is only true in a few individuals each year. Boys can often, with no mal intent, feel they are 

working hard but often the work they are doing can be inefficient or simply does not commit to memory or to 

being understood better. Therefore I encourage all parents to get involved as much as possible even if only to 

start conversations that get the boys to reflect on their own work. Do not let them hide behind the stock standard 

“alright” or “not bad” but rather push to see evidence of their understanding or their hours of revision. We are 

superbly placed here in Rammell to get the best out of your children because between us and home we can create 

a system of monitoring checks that often help the boys to realise their successes and shortcomings. Such 

preemptive checking also helps to vent any stress, fear and panic allowing them to work far more efficiently at 

what is important in their studies. GCSE and AS Level examinations begin on Monday May 15th. From the 

beginning of term we therefore have 27 days until the public examination begins and in total 18 taught school 

days remaining.    

 

This is also a stressful time for parents and you should try where possible to speak to teachers, to tutors and/or 

myself if concerns are growing at a rate which you find difficult to cope with. For many families the public 

examinations are simply a formality and rite of passage but it can also be a time of great stress caused from 

concern and worry about whether or not parents are doing enough for their children. With the added bonus of the 

House and my staff you can rest a little assured that we are all on the same page and despite whatever might 

become the result of the revision period and the final examinations we will work together to get the best possible 

for your children and their futures.  
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Spring Term Summary 

 

Spring Term was an eventful time for the Rammell boys. Despite the Term being a relatively short term, the boys 

were extremely busy in their academic efforts and school commitments. The Term ended in a great celebration of 

the boys’House spirit as they performed with some style a whole House rendition of Send Me On My Way (Ice 

Age Theme tune!).  It was quite something to see some of the boys painfully testing out their singing prowess but 

I was suitably impressed with the end result as they sang sing as one – a brave effort! 
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House activities 

 

As mentioned above the House was, as always; very busy taking part in preparations for the exciting House Shout 

competition. Rammell did well as a whole House to get through the first piece with an interesting rendition of the 

theme tune from Disney’s Ice Age. The small part performance of Ben Greaves-Neal (Year 10) on guitar and the 

vocals of Ikaay Ebi (Year 12), Dom Thompson and Tom Bass (Year 13) produced a superb rendition of Skinny 

Love. Although I am clearly biased, all agreed the boys were absolutely brilliant and I was very proud of their 

achievement.  
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Wear What You Like Day 2017 

 

The day marked a truly impressive effort by the House, so much so that even the Headmaster mentioned the 

‘Green Army’ in his end of term summary at full assembly. Most spectacular was the efforts of the seniors to 

create the ‘Rammell Tank’ which as you can see below looked pretty dangerous! The Green Army marched as 

one to school and just about made it through the busy morning traffic! 
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Inter House Competition 

 

The House and boys have performed superbly well either in support or participation. As a result we are tied in 

second place overall on 29 points with only Webster one point above us. As a result of the successful House 

Basketball competition which the boys completely dominated and a rather tricky Hockey competition where we 

struggled to find our groove, we are now poised with only House cricket and tennis left either to push to the top 

or cement our second place. It is literally all to play for and the boys know that if they produce a top result at the 

cricket and again in the tennis, then Rammell will return to the top of the leaderboard for the interhouse 

competition in 2017.   

 

The winning basketball team: 

Nick Senior, Ollie Lee-Amies, Alex 

Hettrich, Will Simpson, Dom 

Thompson, Tom Bass, Ollie Major, 

Ini Hamzat, Tobi Olu-Martins and 

Charlie Smith (not in picture) 

 

 

 

The Inter House Cricket takes place 

on the first weekend back, Saturday 

22nd April and it would be brilliant to 

see as many parents supporting as 

possible.  
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Useful Dates  Tuesday 18th April Boarders Return to Rammell (from 1800hrs) 

Monday 1st May Spring Bank Holiday (House is closed for bank holiday 

weekend from Friday 28th April after House Dinner 

Monday 1st May Boarders Return to Rammell (from 1800hrs) 

   Monday 8th May Year 10 Exam week 

   Friday 11th May  Year 11 Study Leave commences 

   Monday 15th May GCSE/AS examinations commence 

   Friday 19th May  Final day for Year 13 and study leave commences 

Saturday 27th May Speech Day/Half Term begins (1300hrs) 

   Sunday 4th June  Boarders Return to Rammell (from 1800hrs) 

   Monday 3rd July Year 11 Work Experience week commences 

Wednesday 12th July Term Ends (1300hrs)   

 

 

 

May Bank Holiday Friday 28th April to Monday May 1st.  

 

A polite reminder that the House will be closed as a school EXEAT from Friday 28th April (after the dinner) until 

Monday 1st May (from 1800hrs). This is as a result of the normal bank holiday weekend. Hopefully it will serve as a 

useful break for the boys following two weeks of hard work but you do need to be aware that all boys are required 

to leave the House for this weekend holiday. It is expected that all boys will attend the formal dinner on the Friday 

but clearly arrangements will need to be in place for them to leave the House either at the end of the school day 

and return for the dinner or to leave school after the dinner itself. The house will not reopen until the following 

Monday evening.  

 

Rammell House Formal Dinner 

 

The Rammell Formal Dinner which is organized by Year 13 each year is to take place on Friday 28th April at 

7.30pm in The Goudhurst Inn. (address and direction details can be found at www.goudhurstinn.com). More 

details will be sent out later this week, but the Year 13s have decided to offer all the boys in the House a plus one 

invitation (which has caused a great stir!) and also to extend the invitation to Year 13 parents.  
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Social Media and Laptop use 

 

If any parent wishes to have a conversation with me or a tutor about their son’s use of social media and gaming I 

would be very happy to arrange a convenient time.  With longer and lighter days, the need for fresh air and 

exercise to invigorate the mind and of course the all important end of year or public examinations I feel it timely to 

warn you of my concerns for several boys in the House. Laptop use for games as well as social media is high for 

many members of the House. Confiscation of phones, removal of laptops and limitations to time on each are all 

very well in the House but often the boys are much in opposition and regularly cite that their parents are not 

happy for their phones or laptops to be taken away. I would ask therefore for your permission to remove any 

phone or laptop from any boy, however old, if I feel there is a concern with the amount of time they spend on the 

devices. Can I ask that you contact me by email if you do not give permission for me or my House staff to take 

action with any boy who we feel is becoming a concern; always on the understanding that we will make contact 

with you to share our concerns.  I would hope that many boys will take up the offer to voluntarily ‘hand in’ 

phones during prep and that you actively encourage them to do so.  

 

As always do keep up with more of the House activities and events of the twitter page -

https://twitter.com/RammellH  It offers a much more up to date and often ‘live’ reporting of events. It is also a 

place where I post or re post current events and/or useful articles for parents’supporting their children through 

education.  

 

Finally, I would like to warmly welcome the boys back to the House and I hope that they enjoy a successful and 

rewarding final term both at school and in Rammell.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Alun, Charlotte, Finn and Sebastien Brown.  
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