
                       
  

 

 

8th January, 2017. 

 

Dear Rammell Parent, 

 

I hope you are well and I write to wish you a Happy New Year for 2017! I very much hope that you all had a restful 

and enjoyable Christmas with your families. Charlotte and I would like to greatly thank you for your many lovely 

cards and generous gifts that will certainly provide us with extra sustenance through the dark evenings of January.   

 

I hope the boys enjoyed their rest and having had a few days to get into the routine of the House and school, they 

now feel ready to hit week 2 with gusto! The Spring term is short but busy and often creates the platform for all 

the year groups to achieve their aspirations in the summer examination period. For our senior year group it marks 

the last full term that they will attend Cranbrook and live in Rammell. I know that they are aware of this and with 

many already receiving several university offers and interviews it is surely going to be an important and potentially 

emotional term for them.  

   

House activities 

This term sees the arrival of inter house basketball and hockey along with the now infamous House shouts. After 

a superb start to the inter House competition Rammell is well placed in second overall closely behind Cornwallis 

House. With clear chances to do well in the basketball and the hockey our seniors have hopes that we will end the 

term out on top. The inter house basketball is set to take place on Saturday 28th January while the Hockey 

competition will be on Saturday 25th February. As always the boys would love to see you pitch side supporting 

the ‘Green Army’. The House shouts promises to be an entertaining event at the end of term. We now have 

some impressive musical talent in the House and it is my hope (quietly!) that the boys will pull off something 

special – watch this space! 

 

Clothing 

This topic has become a real bedbug for Matron and the cleaners. We have had real issues with the laundry during 

last term dealing with the volume of dirty laundry coming through the system and also the amount of unnamed 

items. I felt that the timing of this welcome letter was appropriate following Christmas when many of the boys will 

be showing off their new items of sportswear or casual clothing. Can I ask parents to help the situation by ensuring 

that all clothing is clearly named and that where possible any very expensive or precious items of clothing are left 

at home? Each term we bag up an amount of clothes that are not named and donate them to charity. Boys are 

given almost a half term’s worth of reminders, Matron offers to name any items if they hand them to her and I 

often remind boys each week in House time. Despite all of this, we still get upset boys when their favourite tops 

either go missing or are bagged up for charity. It is therefore not only helpful but also really important if parents 

can assist us with naming of clothing – thank you very much! 
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OC Piers Sellers 1955 to 2016 (Rammell 1973) 

Rammell House is very sad to announce the recent death of Old Cranbrookian Piers Sellers, NASA astronaut and 

scientist.  In addition to his distinguished service in space, Piers was an outstanding ambassador for the science of 

climate change and made it his mission to raise public awareness of the effects of this on our planet.  He recently 

appeared in Leonardo di Caprio’s recent film documentary, Before the Flood.  His recent scientific work and his 

career with NASA have truly inspired the current generation of Cranbrook students and will no doubt continue to 

do so for many more to come.  He remains one of Cranbrook School’s most illustrious former students. 

 

In May 2010, Dr Sellers boarded Atlantis for a second time to deliver a Russian-built module to the space station.  

In 2011, he was appointed an OBE in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List.  In July this year, Dr Sellers was 

awarded NASA’s Distinguished Service Medal, the agency’s highest honour. 

 

The school has expressed its condolences to Piers’ family and is seeking to commemorate his life and 

achievements in the coming new year.   

 

Communication 

Do remember that the House still has a live twitter page (https://twitter.com/RammellH) which I use to record daily 

House life, House events, achievements and relevant educational topics. For example today I retweeted interesting 

articles on revision strategies and the importance of communication during stressful or bullying experiences.  It is 

also where I post many of the pictures that usually are attached to the Boarders’ Bulletin.  

 

Parental Representative 

It is with great pleasure that Nicky Slack (George Slack - Year 11) agreed to become a House representative at the 

end of last term. I would very much like to use this appointment to encourage more parents to meet together for 

social occasions or to support the House at events. Nicky can be contacted on the following email address and it is 

hoped that a social occasion for initially the local Rammell parents can be organized soon. 

nicolajslack@hotmail.com 

 

 

Useful Dates 

I thought I would include a few dates in this newsletter that will hopefully help you be more aware of the 

important academic markers for your sons as well as the inter house events. I appreciate the list is long but 

hopefully you will be able to highlight the dates that are relevant to you. 
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                             Spring Term 2017 

 

Thursday 12th Jan – Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

   Monday 16th Jan – Week beginning Year 13 Mock examinations 

   Monday 23rd Jan – Week of Year 12 Tutor reviews 

Saturday 28th Jan – Inter House Basketball 

Monday 30th Jan – Week of Year 13 Tutor reviews 

Tuesday 7th Feb – Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 10th Feb – Half Term break starts (1600hrs) 

   Sunday 19th Feb – Boarders return from 1800hrs 

   Monday 20th Feb – Spring Term restarts and Year 12 Mock examinations 

   Monday 6th March – Week beginning Year 11 Mock examinations 

   Thursday 31st March – Term ends from 1300hrs 

 

Study/Prep Time 

I felt it prudent to share with parents at this crucial stage of the academic year the House routine and rules 

regarding prep and revision. All boys have prep from 7pm until 9pm although these times are never fixed in stone. 

Boys may well begin prep early if they wish to take part in an evening activity and equally if boys have a lot of 

work they can extend their prep time beyond 9pm. The key is to ensure that the boys from Year 11-13 have at 

least 2 hours of time after school to focus on prep and/or revision. For many Sixth Form students they will need 

considerably more time than this. In Year 10 the prep time is reduced to 1hr 30mins in recognition of slight less 

work being set and the boys’ability to stay focused for a whole two hour period. That said if any boy in Year 10 

receives a behavioral or academic‘hit’on SIMs then they lose the privilege of this slightly reduced prep time.  

We have found that two 45mins chunks are often better at producing more focused boys and a better standard of 

prep achieved in Year 10.  

The House has a central prep room with 6 computers and large desk spaces open to all boys. There is also a small 

study room with 3 laptops for Sixth Form students only. A lot of Year 11s have single rooms and all Sixth form 

boys have single study spaces. The central prep area is supervised by duty staff and a duty senior and we have 

found the atmosphere very conducive to work, reading and revision. Boys also have the option if allowed by duty 

staff to use common areas downstairs to test each other or work in groups.  

All in all I feel Rammell is better resourced than ever for the boys to achieve quality work and revision. Boys in Year 

10 and 11 are encouraged to hand in mobile phones when working in study areas and some are taking the mature 

decision to do so. For much of last term, I took phones in as a compulsory sanction but now I want the boys to 

take the decision themselves by being more proactive in their own approaches to learning.   

If any parent wishes to discuss their son’s study or prep time with their academic tutors or myself do not hesitate 

to contact the House or the tutors directly.  
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Finally, I would like to warmly welcome the boys back to the House and I hope that they enjoy a successful and 

rewarding term both at the school and in Rammell.  It remains a real privilege to support and guide your sons 

through their school careers and I hope that they each take encouragement and strength from the House 

community.  

 

Many thanks for your ongoing support.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Alun, Charlotte, Finlay and Sebastien Brown.  
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